Hiu nepep PizaBoM

Mukona lNnoronb

OcTaHHIN peHb Nepep PizgBoM MUHYB. 3UMOBa, CHa Hi4Y HacTana. [JIAHYIU 3ipKU.
Mics1p BETMYHO BUIIIUB Ha HeOO MOCBITUTH HOOPUM JIIOOSM Ta BChOMY CBiTOBI, 1106 yciM
Oy710 Beceso KOJIIAyBaTH ¥ cinaBuTH XpucTa[26]. Mopo3uso ayxude, sSIK 3paHKY: ajie 3aTe Tak
OyJi0 THXO, IO PUITIHHS MOPO3Y mimg woboToM uyTHu Oyio 3a miBBepcTu. Ille Hi ogHa 1opba
napyOKiB He 3'IBsNach IiJ BikHaMU XaT; TiIbKM MicSAIb 3a3UpaB [0 HUX KpajgbkoMa, HiOu
BUKJIMKAIO4H [iBYaT, 110 Npubupanucs Ta Yelypuaucs, XyTdiil BubiraTy Ha PUMy4dun CHIr.
AX och 3 guMaps OfHOI XaTu Kiay0aMu ITOCYHYB OUM i IilIOB XMapoio mo Heby, i pa3om 3
OVMOM BUJIETiNIa BifbMa BEPXU Ha MITIi.

Ax06u B TOM Yac MPOIi3AUB COPOYMHCHKHUI 3acigaTesb TPOMKOI 00MBATENIbCHKUX KOHEH, Y
IIamIli 3i CMYIIKOBOIO OKOJIMYKOI0, 3p00IeHil Ha 3pa30K yIaHChKui[27], B CHHbOMY KOXKYCi,
nig6UTOMy YOPHUM CMYIIKOM, 3 IUSIBOJIbCHKY 3allJIETEHUM HaTa€M, 110 HUM Ma€ BiH 3BUYKY
nifraHsATU cBOro (ypMaHa, TO BiH, MeBHO, NpUMiTuUB Ou ii, 60 XK Big COPOUYMHCHKOTO
3acigaTens XKoOHa BifbMa Ha CBIiTi He CXOBa€eThCAd. BiH 3HA€ TOYHO, CKiNMbKU B siK0i 6abu
CBUHS IIPUBOOUTDH IIOPOCST i CKiIbKY B CKPUHI JIEXKHUTH MOJIOTHA i 1[0 caMe 3i CBO€E]l OfeKUHHU
11 mo6pa 3acTaBUTh NOOPHU YOJIOBIK y HEMilio B IIMHKY. AJle COPOYMHCHKUY 3acigaTesb He
IIPOI3[UB, Ta U IKe UOMY A0 OO YyXKUX, Y HbOTO CBOS BOJIOCTh. A BilbMa TUMYacOM 3HSJIACS
TaK BUCOKO, 1110 TiJIbKM YOPHOIO IIATKOI MUTOTiNa Bropi. Ta fe TijbKY 3'dBNsinacsd LsATKa, TaM
30pi OfiHa 10 ofHi¥ 3HMKanu Ha Hebi. He3abapoM BimbMa Ha3bupana iX MOBHUYU pyKaB. Tpu
Yy YOTUPH e Onuiianu. PanToMm, 3 iHimoro 60Ky, 3'sBuIacs gpyra IsiTOYKa, IMo0iblIaia,
1oyasia po3TATraTHCh i BxXe To Oyna He usitouyka. KopoTko3opuii, xou OU BiH HaK/iaB Ha Hic,
3aMicTh OKyIApiB, Koneca 3 KoMicapoBoi OpUYKH, i TOAi He po3mi3HaB OH, 110 BOHO Take.
Cnepeny mocToTy HiMenb[28]: By3eHbKa MOPHOYKa, SKa 6e3HacTaHHO BepTilacs Ha BCi O0Ku
Ta HIOXaja BCe, 110 TUIBKYU TPAIILiIocs, 3aKiHYyBasach, K 1 B HAIllUX CBUHEU, KPYIJIEHbKUM
I'STaYKOM; HiKKM Oy/M Taki TOHEHBKI, 1110 Ko 0 Taki MaB SIpeChbKiBCHKHUU T'0OJIOBA, TO BiH
nojaMaB 06U ix 3a mepmMM Ko3aykoM. A 3aTe 33afy OyB BiH TOYHiICiHbKO T'yOepHCHKUUI
cTpsanuuit[29] B MyHgupi, 60 B HbOTO TeJimaBcs XBiCT, TAaKUU T'OCTPUM Ta JOBTUU, 5K
TemnepimHi MyHaAUpHi Gangu; xiba TiAbKY MO HManuHi# 00po[i mim MOpPIO0, MO HEBEJTUYKUX
pixkKax, sIKi CTUpYanau Ha TOJI0Bi, Ta IO yBech OyB He Oimimmi o caxkoTpyca, MOXHa OyI10
morafilaTUCs, 10 TO He HiMellb i He TYOePHChKUM CTPAIYUHU, a IIPOCTO YOPT, SIKOMY OCTaHHIO
HiY 3aJUIINI0CS BeIITATHUCh 1Mo 6ijoMy CBITY Ta Mmif'lodgKyBaTu Ha I'pixu moOpuX TOmeH.
3aBTpa X, TiIIbKU-HO BOAPSTH MHeplii A3BoHU 00 yTpeHi[30], mobikuTh BiH, HE OrJISIHal04YuCh,
nigibraBImy XBOCTa, 0 CBOro Gapiiora.

Tumyacom 4OpT IigKpagaBCcs MOTUXEHBKY MO MICSLS i BXKe IPOCTITHYB OyB PYKY, 1100
CXOIUTH MOT0; Ta Bpa3 CMUKHYB i1 Ha3aj, HiOu oOmiKIIuCh, TOCMOKTAB Mablli, TOOPUTaB
HOTOI0 ¥ 3a6ir 3 mpyroro 00Ky, i 3HOBY BifICKOYUB Ta BifCMUKHYB PYKY. AJle X, He3BaKal04yu
Ha HeBOayi, XUTPUH YOPT He IOKMHYB CBOIX BUTIBOK. [1imbirimm, panToM CXomnmuB BiH oOoMa
PyKaMu MicAlb, KPUBJISIOYUCH Ta OIMYyXalo4yHy, IepeKuaB U0oro 3 pYKU B PYKY K MYXKUK, II10



IicTaB rOMMMM PyKaMU XKapUHY [T CBOEI JTIOJIbKY; HAPEIITi ITOKBAITHO CXOBaB [0 KUINIEHi, i,
HaueOTo HiYoro 1 He Oyy0, MOGIr masi.

Y [lukaHbLi HIXTO He 4YyB, K 4OPT yKpaB Micsausa. llfompaBma, BOJOCHUU Iucap,
BUXOMSUM PayKy 3 MIMHKY, 0auuB, K Micsllb, HE 3HATU YOT0, TAHIIOBaB Ha HeOi, i 3aeBHB,
002KauuCh, y TOMY BCe CeJI0: Ta MUPSHU XUTaIu rOJI0BaMM ¥ HaBiTh mifiiMasy MOT0 Ha CMiX.
Ta sgka Xk Oyna mprYMHa 3BaXKUTHUCS YOPTOBi Ha Take 6e33aKOHHE [IifT0? A OChb sIKa: BiH 3HaB,
1m0 6araToro Kko3aka Yy0Oa 3ampocuB AsK 0 cebe Ha KyTio, fie OyayTh: TOI0Ba; MPUIKIKUN 3
apxieperichkol miB4oi[31] OAKiB poguy, y CHHBOMY CIOPTYIIi, 1[0 OpaB SIKHaWHUKYOTO0 Oaca:
Ko3ak CBep0Ourys i me gexto. [le, KpiM KyTi, Oyfe BapeHyxa, TIeperHaHa Ha madpaH ropinka
Ta 0araTo BCSIKOI CTpaBU. A TUMYaCOM MOT0 [04YKa, KpacyHs Ha BCe CeJi0, 30CTaHeThCS [OMa,
a [0 [NOYKM HalleBHe NPHUIJe KOBajlb, CHUJIa4 i XJIONMeUb X04Y KyAu, mo OyB 4OPTOBI
OCOPYKHIIMM, HiXK nponosifi otusa KingpaTta. Ha mo3Biii KoBajib MajlloBaB 1 BCIIaBUBCS SIK
HalKpallui XXKUBONMUCELb Ha BCIO OKONUI. CaM cOoTHUK JI...K0, 0 OyB IIe TOZHi XKUBUU-
300POBHUM, 3aK/IMKaB OTr0 HaBMUCHO [0 [TonTtaBu modapOyBaTu mepeB'sHUM MapKaH KOJIO
CBOT'0 IOMY.

Bci Mucku, 3 IKMX OMKAHCBHKi K03aKu chopOanu Oopir, Oyn1u po3MalboBaHi KOBaleM.
KoBanb OyB 60ro060si3/1MBa T0AWHA ¥ MajlloBaB YacTO 00pa3u CBSITUX, i Temep Ie MOXKHa
3HauTH B T... 1IepKBi #oro eBanrenicra JIyky. Ane TpiymdoM #oro mactepHocTi Oyna ogHa
KapTUHa, HaMallbOBaHa Ha I[ePKOBHiM CTiHi y mpaBOMy MPUTBOPi, Ha sAKiii 300pa3uB BiH
cBaToro I[letpa B meHb CTpalIHOrO CYOy 3 KJIHYaMU B pyKax, K TOU BUTAHAB 3 [IeKJla
HEUUCTY CUIy; IIepelsiKaHUM YOPT KUaBCS Ha BCi OOKM, epefuyBalo4yu CBOIO orubens, a
3aMKHEHi KOJIUCh T'PIIlTHUKY OUJIY ¥ TaHSAIK Moro OaToramu, MOJIiHSIKaMU i BCiM, 110 Mif PyKy
TPAIMUIOCh. Y TOM 4ac, SK MalcTep IpallloBaB HaJ Ii€I0 KAPTUHOIO ¥ MaJTioBaB 1l Ha BeJIUKIiN
IepeB'sHil OOIMILi, YOPT 3 yCiel CUNIM HaMaraBCs IePeNIKOAXKaTy MoMY; IIITOBXaB HEBUIUMO
i pyKy, XallaB i3 rOpHa B Ky3Hi nomisn i o6cuniaB HUM KapTUHY; Ta, He3BaXKaldu Ha BCe,
poboTy Oy0 3aKiHUeHO, OOIIKY BHECEHO [I0 1IePKBU i BIIPaB/IEHO y CTiHY B IPUTBOPI, i 3 TOTO
Yacy 4OpT 3aIlpPUCATCSI MCTATUCS KOBaJIEeBl.

Opuy TinpKM HiY 3anuuianocs uomy Onykatu mo 0iloMy CBiTy; aje U 1iel HOYi BiH IIyKaB
crmocoby 3irHaTH Ha KOBajeBi CBOI0O 371icTh. | A OTO HaBaXXWUBCS BKPACTH MiCSIb,
CIIOAiBalOYUCh, 10 cTapuil Yy0 negauyumii Ta BalyBaTHl, a [0 Od9Ka BiJ XaTH He TakK BXe U
01M3bKO0: Jopora MIIia 1mo3a CejioM, II0B3 BiTPSIKH, IIOB3 KilagoBuile, ooMuHawouu ap. Ile
MiCcSTUHOI HOYi BapeHyXa Ta ropifika, HaCTosSHa Ha madpani, Mornu 6 3aMauuTu Yyba. Ane B
TaKy TeMpSBY HaBpS[ 4u BHasiocsa 6 KOMYy CTSATTH MOTO 3 Iedi Ta BUKJIMKATU 3 XaTH. A
KOBaJIb, 110 3[aBHA He JIaJHaB 3 HUM, [IpX HbOMY Hi3alllo He HaBaXXUTHLCS IPUUTU 00 OOYKY,
mapMa, 110 AyXKUu.

OTakyM 4VMHOM, SK TIIBKY YOPT CXOBaB y KUIIEHIO CBOI MiCdllb, Bpa3 II0 BCbOMY CBITi
3pobunocd Tak TEMHO, 110 He KOXeH OM 3HaWIIOB OOPOTY A0 LIMHKY, He TiJIbKU [0 HOsKa.
BigpMa, ONMHUBLUIUCH PANITOM Yy TeMpPSBi, CKPpUKHYyNA. TyT 4OPT, MiAKOTUBIIUCEH [0 Hel
OicukoM, migxomwus ii mif pyKy ¥ 3aXO[MBCS HAIIINITyBaTU HA yXO Te caMe, 110 3BUYaUHO
HAIINTYyIOTh yCil XiHOYiM nmopopi. [IuBHO Be#eThCS B HAC Ha CBiTi! Bee, 0 TinbKY XKuBe Ha
HbOMY, BCE€ HaMaraeThCsl IlepelMaTy Ta NEPEeKpPUBNATU OfHe ofHOTro. [Iepure OyBano B



Mupropofii OoUH TiJIbKY CYAAsA Ta TOPOOHUYUYU XOAUJIU B3UMKY Y KPUTUX CYKHOM KOXKyXaX, a
BCe MpiOHe YMHOBHHUIITBO HOCHUJIO KOXYXM HEKPUTi. A Temep i 3acigaTens, i mimKomopii
opcmanunu cobi HOBI myOu 3 PeLUIeTUIBCbKOTO CMYILIKY, CYKHOM KpuTi. KaHIlensapucr ta
BOJIOCHUY TKCap M03aTOPiK Habpanu CUHLOI KUTAWKM 110 IIiCTh I'PUBEHD 3a apiivH. [lamamMap
3pobuB cobi Ha niTO KUTalyaHi IapoBapu Ta XUJIETKy 3 cMmyracrtoro rapycy[32]. OgaHo
CJI0BO, BCe MHeThCA B miogu! Konu ui miogu 3pedyThesl cyeTHOCTiI! MoxHa mobutucs 06
3aKyaf, mo 6araTboM BUOACTHCS AUBHUM OQUUTHU YOPTa, SKUM IYCTUBCA U cOOi Ty[X XK TaKH.
Hainpukpiiie Te, 110 BiH, TEBHO, ysBIs€ cebe KpaceHeM, TUMYACOM SIK ITOCTaTh Y HbOTO —
TJISSHYTH COPOMHO. [TrKa, K Kaxe Xoma ['puropoBud, Mmep30Ta HaJ Mep30TO0, IPOTE U BiH
mo0Oo1riB mparHe! Ane Ha HeOi ¥ nig HeOoM Tak 3poOUIOCS TEMHO, IO HiYOT0 HE MOXKHa 0yI10
BKe 6auuTy, 110 TaM OyJI0 Jasi Mix HUMH.

"To Tu, KyMe, 1le He OyB y OsiKa B HOBill xaTi?" roBopuB Ko3ak Uy0, BUXOASIUM 3 CBOEI
XaTH, OO CYXOpJIIBOTO, BUCOKOTO, B KOPOTKilM KOXKYIINHI MyXHUKa 3 OOPOCIIO 00pPOAOoIo, sKa
CBimumJIa, 110 BXKe TUXKHIB 30 ABa UM i OilbIlle He TOPKABCS OO0 Hel CKiCOK, SIKUM 3BUYAWHO
MYKUKHU TONATh Oopoau, He Matouu 6putTeu. "Tam Temnep Oyme moOpa nusiTuka!' mpoBaguB
nani Uy0, CKpUBUBILIY B yCMIIIKY 007uy4s. "AKOU TiNbKY HaM He CIi3HUTHUCH!"

[Tpu upomy Yy0 mompaBUB CBill mOsC, L0 TiCHO MiATepi3yBaB MOr0 KOXKyXa, HACyHYB
raulie CBOIO IMANKY, CTUCHYB y pyli 6aTir — cTpax Ta Kapy ANs B'IINIuBUX co0ax, are,
TJISHYBIIW Bropy, 3ynuHuscA... "Illo 3a pgigpko! [luBuce! [luBucs, [laHace!.."

"A 110?" IPOMOBUB KyM 1 ITiTHAB CBOO I'OJIOBY T€XK HOTOPH.

"fdK ToO m0? MicaIa HeMa".

"ITo 3a nuxa roguHa! copaBhil HeEMa MicsLs'.

"To xk 60 ¥ BOHO, 110 HeMa!" BuUMOBUB Uy0 3 MesKOI0 MOCam0i0 Ha HE3MIHHY 0alAyXKiCTh
KyMOBY: "T00i, Ma0OyTh, i 3a ByXOM He CBepOUTh".

"A 1m0 MeHi pobuTu!"

"Tpeba x Oyno" npoBaaus mami Yy0, yTrpaiouu pyKaBoOM ByCH: "SKOMYCh AifbKOBIi, Oofai
oMy He moBesiocs, coballi, 3paHKy YapKy rOpinku BUNUTH, — yCcTpsATH!.. [anebi, HaueOTO Ha
cMiX... HaBMuCHO, cufiBIIM B XaTi, IUBUBCA y BIKHO: Hi4 — HaBOUBOBUXKY. fZICHO; CHIT
BUOIUCKY€E TPOTH Micsans. Bce Oyno BUAHO, 9K ymeHb. He BCTUT BUIMTHU 3a IOPIr, i 0Ch, X04
0KO BuKoOnu!"

Yy6 mosro me OypyaB Ta JasiBCsA, a TUMYaCOM PO3AyMyBaB, Ha 110 6 M0TO 3BaKUTHUCH.
oMy oH K XOTisock mofanakaTy PO BCAKY BCAUMHY B AgKa, fe, IeBHa piy, cupis yxe i
roJioBa, i mpuixmxui 6ac, i gborTap MukuTa, KW I30UB 110 OBa THXKHI 0o [TonTaBu Ha TOPT
Ta BUTQMyBaB TaKi IITYKH, 1[0 BCi MUPSHYU aX 3a XKUBOTHU Opanucs Big cMmixy. Yke 6auus Uy0
y OyMKax Ha CTOJIi BapeHyxy. Bce 1e Oyno npuHagHe, IpaBfa; ajle TeMpsBa HOYi Harapmana
1OMYy TIPO Ti JiHO1Ii, 110 TakKi 11061 BciM Ko3akaM. Ak 6u To qobpe Temep fexkaTH, Migidrapmu
HOTY, Ha JIEXXaHIl, KyPUTHU CIOKINHO JIIOJIBKY Ta CIIyXaTU KpPi3b COJIOOKY OPIMOTY KOJISAAKYU U
micHi Becenux napyOkKiB Ta OiBYaT, IO IOPMAATHCS momifm BikHamu! Bin, 6e3 Oymb-sKOTO
CyMHiBY, 3BaXkuBCsl 0 Ha ocTaHHE, IKOU OyB caM; aje Tellep YOBOX He TaK HYJHO ¥ CTPAIIHO
UTH TEeMHOI HOYi, Ta ¥ He XOTiJloCh-TaKu BHKa3aTu cebe mepeq iHIIUMHU JiefapeM 4u
60sATy30M. 3aKiHYMBIIN JAasgTUCh, 3B€PHYBCS BiH 3HOBY [0 KyMa:



"To Taku HeMa, KyMe, Micausa?"

"Hema".

"uBHO, manebi. A mait moHioxaTtu Tabaku! Y Tebe, kyme, mobpsya Tabaka! me Tu Gepeln
ii?"

"Ile B Oica moOpsua!" BimmoBiB KyM, 3akpuBaiouu O6epe30By TaBIUHKY, LSIbLKOBAHY
BizepyHKamu. "CTapa KypkKa He uxHe!"

"d mam'sTtaio", mpoBaguB manii Tak camo Uy0: "MeHi MOKiWHWM IMHKAP 303y SKOCh
npuBi3 Tabaku 3 Hixkuna. Ex, Tabaka Oyna! [JoOpsiua Tabaka O6yna! Ta 1mo X, Kyme, III0
OymeMo poOUTH? amKe K TEMHO HagBOpi".

"To, MaOyTh, 3a/IMIKMOCS oMa", IPOMOBUB KyM, YXOIUBIINCE 3a KJISIMKY IBEPeX.

Ax6u KyM He cKa3aB I[b0T0, TO Uy0, IeBHO, HaBaXuBCS O 3aJUIIUTUCE, ajle Telep Uoro
Ha4yeOTO IIOCH ITif'IOfIXKYyBasio UTH Hamepekip: "Hi, kyme, xomim! He MoxkHa, Tpeba utu!"

Cxa3aBIIH Iie, BiH yXKe i jocayyBas Ha cefe, 1o cka3aB. YoMy 6yio nyxe HEeIPUEMHO
IIJIEHTATHCh TAaKOl HOYi; Ta MOT0 BTiIlIajI0 Te, IO BiH caM HaBMHCHeE IIhOTO 3aXOTiB i 3poOuB
TaK{ He TakK, IK UOMY pPajuiu.

KyM, He BUSBUBIIM Ha 001MMY4i aHi HaMEHIIOr0 3HAKy fAOCadu, K JIOOUHA, SKid
0aiiiyKiCiHbKO, Y CULITH [iOMa, UM IJIEHTATUCS 3 JOMY, O3UPHYBCS, IMOYyXaB IyKaJTHOM
co0i mneyi, i 00MaBa KyMU IOJaNIUCs B OOPOTY.

Temep MOragHbBMO, 1110 POOUTH, 3aUIIMBIINCE CaMa, KpacyHsa-gouka. OKcaHi He MUHYJIO
IIe ¥ CiMHAAIATH POKIB, a BXKe MaJio He I10 BCbOMY CBiTy, i o Toi Oik [JuKaHbKY, i M0 nen 6ik
IVKaHbKY, TiTbKU ¥ MOBHU Oyo, 1m0 mpo Hel. [lapyOKu rypTOM IPOTOJIOCHUIIH, 110 Kpaliol
miBKY i He OyJo IIe HiKoNM i He Oyae HiKonM Ha ceni. OKcaHa 3Hasla ¥ 4yJia BCe, 110 PO Hel
roBopunu, i Oyna BepeanuBa, SK KpacyHs. Konu 6 BoHa xofiuia He B IIJIaXTi Ta 3amaclli, a B
AKOMY-HeOy[Ib KamoTi, To mopo3raHsaia 0 ycix cBoix miBuat. [IlapyOKu raHsanucs 3a Hel
fopbamu, ane, BTPATUBIIM TepIellb, 3alUINanyd OOUH MO0 OOHOMY BEPENNIMBY KPaCYyHIO U
JULUATINACS [0 IHIINX, He TaKuX NpuMxiauBux. OOUH TiNbKU KOBaib OYB yIepTUl i He KUaB
CBOTO 3aJUIgHHS, JapMa, 10 1 3 HUM ITOBOAMJINCH aHITPOXU HE Kpalle, HiX 3 iHmwumu. [1o
Buxoni 6aTbka cBoro, OKcaHa HOBTO IIle Yelypusaacs Ta BUXUIAIACS Mepeld HeBeJIUKUM B
OJIOB'SIHIM OIpaBi M3epKajioM i He MorJila HaMunayBaTucs 3 cebe. "I 4oro moasM HagyMaloCh
PO3CIaBNATH, HIOUTO g rapHa?" roBopuiIa BoOHA, HIOM HEyBaXKHO, [AJISI TOTO TiJIbKH, 1100 X04
Ipo 1m0-Hebynb mobanakat 3 co6010. "BpeluryTs Moau, S 30BCiM He rapHa”.

Ane cBixke, XBaBe, IO-IUTIUYOMY I0OHe JIMUYKO, 3 OJMCKY4YUM YOPHUMU OYMMa Ta
HEeBUMOBHO NPUBA0IMBOI0 YCMIIIKO0, 1[0 MpOMiKaja OyIly, MaWHYBIIX B A3€pKalli, Bpa3
[OBEJIO iHIIe.

"Xiba yopni OpoBU Ta oui Moi", mpoBaguia fmajli KpaCyHs, He BUNyCKalo4u A3epKana:
"Taki rapHi, 1o BXe MOomiOHUX OO HUX HeMa€ ¥ Ha CBiTi? fKa TyT Kpaca B I[bOMY
KUpIaTeHbKOMY HOCi? i B mokax? i B ry0ax? HiOu rapsi Mol yopHi Kocu? Yx! ix MoXHa
37gKaTUCS yBeUepi: BOHY, K OOBTi rafiloKu, IepeIsienuch Ta 00BUIUCH KPYT MOEI rONoBu. 4
O6auy Temep, IO S 30BCciM He rapHa!" i, Bimxunsiouu Tpoxu mani Bim cebe m3epkaio,
ckpukHyna: "Hi, rapna s! Oi#, sika rapHa! [TuBo! dKy pamicTh npuHecy s ToMy, KoMy 6ymoy
XKoHOW! K MUITyBaTUMETHCS 3 MeHe Mid 4oIloBik! BiH HecTaMuUThCA Bif pagocTi! Bid 3aminye



MeHe Ha CMepTh".

"JapiBHa fgiBka!" mpoIIenoTiB, yBIMIIOBIIM TUXO0, KOBab: "1 BUXBAJISETHCI BOHA Maso! 3
TOIUHY CTOITh, BUIUBIISIOYUCH Y I3€PKAJIo, i He HaOUBUTHCS, Ta Iile ¥ XBanuTh cebe Brojuoc!"

"Erex, mapy0OKu, 4¥ K BaM [0 Mapu S? BU MOTJITHbTE Ha MeHe", Bela Hai rapHeHbKa
KOKeTKa: "gK g IIJIaBHO BUCTYyIAal; y MEHe COpPOYKa BUILIMTA YEPBOHUM IIOBKOM. A Ki
CTpiuku Ha royiosi! Bam goBiky He 6auuTU NUIIHIMOro rajgyHa! Bckoro 1boro HakynuB MeHi
06aThKO Mil, 1100 OOPYKUBCS 30 MHOI0 HalKpalld¥ MOJOfAeLb y CBiTi!" i, yCMiXHYBUIUCE,
oOepHYyJacs BoHA ¥ mobayuuia KOBass...

CKpUKHYyJIa ¥ CYBOPO 3yIUHUIACS IIepe HUM.

KoBasns i pyku omyCTHUB.

Baxkko cka3aTy, 110 BUSIB/ISJIO CMarjsiBe JIMYKO YapiBHOIL [IiBYMHU: i CYBOPICTh B HHOMY
Oy710 BUMIHO; i KPi3b CYBOPICTh SIKECh TTy3yBaHHS 3i 30€eHTEXKEHOIr0 KOBaJsls; i 1efiBe MoMiTHa
KpacKa Jocafy TOHKO PO3jIMBaiacs 1Mo o0JIMYyYio; i BCe Ile TaK MepeMilianocs i Take Oyio
HEeBHMMOBHO TapHe, 10 IOIliIyBaTH il MiIbIIOH pa3iB — OT yce, 110 MOoxkHa Oy10 3poOUTH Tomi
HaUIINmoro.

"Yoro Tu mpuumioB ciogu?" Tak nmovana OkcaHa. "Xiba xo4eThcs, 1100 BUIIPOBaAuUiIa 3a
nBepi nomartoio? Bu Bci MadcTpu mif'iXKaXKaTu O0 Hac. BMUTEL MPOHIOXAa€Te, KON OAThKiB
HeMma goMa. O! g 3Hato Bac! I1lo, CKpuHSI MOsI TOTOBa?"

"Bynme rotoBa, MO€ CepOeHbKO, Micas cBAT Oyme rotoBa. Komu 0 TH 3Haja, CKilbKH
IIOTIPALlOBaB g KOJIO Hel: 1Bl HOUi He BUXOMAUB 3 Ky3Hi; 3aTe B XKOOHOI IONiBHYU He Oyne Takoi
CKpHHIi. 3ami30 MMoKiIaB Take, IKOT0 He KJIaB Ha COTHUKOBY TapaTaWKy, KOJIX XOOUB Ha poOOTy
no ITontaBu. A sk 6yme po3MmanboBaHa! X04 yCiI0 OKOJIMIIO BUXOOU CBOIMU OiIeHBKUMU
HiXKKaMu, He 3Haipen Takoi! ITo BcbkoMy nonto OygyTh pO3KH[aHiI 4YepBOHI U CUHI KBiTH.
['opitTume, gk xkap. He cepabcs K Ha MeHe! [103BOJIb XO4 IIOTOBOPUTH, X0Y ITOOUBUTUCH Ha
Tebe!"

"XT0 % T0OOi 60POHUTD, TOBOPU ¥ OUBHUCH!"

TyT cina BoHa Ha JTaBy ¥ 3HOBY TJISTHyJIa B O3epKaJjio ¥ CTalla IOMPaBIISTH Ha T'OJIOBi CBOI
kocu. [lornsgHyna Ha MW, HAa HOBY COPOYKY, BUIIUTY LIOBKOM, i TOHKE INOYYTTH
CaMOB[OBOJIEHH 3'SBUJIOCA HA YCTaX, Ha CBIXKUX IMIYKaX 1 BiCBITUIIOCH B O4YaX.

"Ilo3BoJIb i MeHi cicTu 0ins Tebe!" cka3aB KOBaJIb.

"Cipant", mpomoBuna OkcaHa, 30epirarouu Ha yCTax Ta y BHOBOJIEHUX O04YaX Te caMe
IOYyTTS.

"UapiBHa, mo6a OKcaHO, HO3BOJIb MOIiNyBaTH Tebe!" mpoMoBUB IinbagbopeHui KOBasb i
IIPUTOPHYB ii 10 cebe, HaMipsAOYKCh moIlinyBaTy; Ta OKcaHa BigXuuia CBOI IIOKH, 1110 Oynu
BXKe Ha HeNpUMIiTHIN Bifgani Big ry0 KoBans, i BiginxHyna #oro. "Joro To06i Iie X04eThCs?
PIOMy IK Meq, To i NoXkKy! ['eTh Bim MeHe, B Tebe PyKHU UYIKimri 3a 3anmi3o. Ta ¥ cam Tu
naxHel JUMOM. f oyMalo, reTh MeHe 3a0pyIHUB Ccaxelo".

TyT BOHa IifHecsa g3epKajo ¥ 3HOBY Ilo4yalla epes HUM YeIllyPUTUCH.

"He mo6uTh BoHa MeHe!" qymaB npo cebe, IOXUNIUBILY T'OJIOBY, KOBaslb, "1l yCe irpaliky;
a s CTOIO Tepefl Helo, K [yPeHb, i ouell He 3BOMAXKY 3 Hel. | Bce O CTOSAB mepeq Helo, i OBk Ou
He 3BOMUB 3 Hel oyeit! YapiBHa miBumHa! yoro 6 51 He {aB, 100 Ai3HATHUCSH, 10 B Hel Ha Ceplii,



KOTO BOHa Koxae. Ta Hi, BOHa ¥ rajku HeMae€ Hi mpo Koro. BoHa Munyetscs cama co00Io;
My4YUTb MeHe, OigonamHoro; a s 3a Xkyp0oio He 6auy CBiTy; a g il Tak 0010, K Hi OOUH
YOJIOBIK Ha CBiTi He 00UB i HiKONMK He Mo0uTUME".

"Yu npaBpa, 110 TBOS MaTH BigpMa?" mpoMoBuiaa OKcaHa ¥ 3acMisifiacsi; i KOBajb Bi4yB,
III0 BCepeauHi y HbOro BCe 3acMmisgnocs. CMix el HaueOTO Bpa3 03BaBCS B CePIli, TUXO
3arpaau XWX, a pa3oM 3 TUM i focajfa 3amaja WOMy Ha OyIIy, IO BiH He MaB IIpaBa
IIOLIUTYBATH Lie MUJIUM CMIXOM OCSIsIHE JIMUYKO.

"IIlo meHi MaTu? T B MeHe i MaTH, i 6aTHKO, i BCe, 110 TiIbKU € HAaWOPOKYOTO Y CBITi.
Ax6u MeHe MOKJIMKAaB IIap i cCKa3aB: KOBaio Bakyno, Ipocu B MeHe BCHOTO, 110 TiTbKU €
HaMKpaIloro B MOEMY IIapCTBi, yce Bimgam To6i. 3Besto To0i 3pobuTu 30710Ty Ky3HIO, i Oymeln
TH KyBaTH CpiOHMMHU MonoTamMu. — He xo4y, cka3aB Ou $ 11apeBi, Hi caMOIBiTiB JOporux, Hi
30710TOI Ky3Hi, Hi BCbOT'0 TBOTO IapcTBa. [al MeHi Kpalre Moo Okcany!" "bauu skuit tu!
TiMbKM K 0aThKO Mi¥i caM Maxy He macTb. [JoOauwuil, KONY BiH He 0XKEHUTbCS Ha TBOIU
Martepi", Iporosopuia, 1IyKaBo yCMiXHyBIIKUCh, OKcaHa. "AJie 110Ch AiBYaTa He IPUXOOATh...
[ITo BoHO 3a 3HaK? [laBHO 6 ykKe 4ac KonsgyBaTu. MeHi cTae HygHO".

"Bor 3 HUMH, MOs KpacyHe!"

"Konu 6 He Tak! 3 HUMU, [IeBHO, NPUUAYTh NapyOku. OTo migyTh ryni! YaBnsio, SKUX
HaroBOPATH CMIIIHUX icTopin!"

"To T006i Beceso 3 HUMU?"

"Ta BXKe X Becertile, 5K 3 To0010. Ara! XToCh CTYKHYB! IIeBHO, fliB4aTa 3 mapyOkamu".

"Yoro MeHi 6inpine yekaTu?" KasaB caM 0 cebe KoBab. "BoHa Iy3ye 3 MeHe. i g
TaKUM XKe JOPOrui, SIK MmepeipxkaBina migkoBa. Ta KOMM Tak, TO He IiXOe X NPUHAKWMHI
iHIMUY HacMisiTucd 3 MeHe. Hexall TinbKu moOpe MpUAUBIIIOCS, XTO i mogo0aeThes Oinbiie 3a
MeHe; i Bimyyy..."

CTykiT y #gBepl Ta rojoc: BigfuumHu! pi3Ko 3a3ByYyaBIIW Ha MOPO3i, ypBalIu UOTO
MIpDKYBaHHS.

"CtpuBay, 1 caM BifYMHIO", CKa3aB KOBaJb i BUUINOB y CiHU, Mal4¥ HaMip HaM'daTH 3
mocapy OOKU IepIIOMY, XTO HarOOUTHCS.

Mopo3 nobinkInas, i Bropi Tak 3pobunocs X0JIOIHO, III0 YOPT IepecTpubyBaB 3 OMHOTO
KOIIUTIIA Ha OPyTre ¥ XyKaB co0i B Kynak, 0axaiouu Xo4 SK-HeOymb po3irpiTu 3aMepasti pykH.
He miTyka, npaBpa, ¥ 3MEp3HYTUA TOMY, XTO TOBKCS BiJl paHKY [0 PaHKYy B €K, e, 3BiCHA
piy, He TakK XO0JIOOHO, IK Y HAac 3UMOIO, i e, HaiBIIX KOBIIAK Ta CTABIUM IIPOTH BOTHUIIA,
HiOM crmpaBXHiM KyxmicTep[33], mimcMaxyBaB BiH IpIiIIHUKIB 3 TAKOI0 BTiX0I0, 3 SKOI0
3BMYAMHO XiHKa CMaXKuTh Ha Pi3agBo KoBOAacy.

BippMma it co0i Bimuyna, 110 XOJIOOHO, fapMa, 1110 OyJia TemIo OfsATrHeHa; i TOMY, MigHSIBIIN
PYKH JOTOPH, BigcTaBu/ia HOTY Ta, MpuOpaBIIM TaKoi IO3U, IK JIOANHA, 110 MUYUTh Ha
KOB3aHaX, He 3BOPYXHYBIIMCH KOJHUM CyCTaBOM, CIIYCTHUJIACsS IOBITPSAM, HiOU IO NTHOOOBIM
IIOXUJTi¥ TOpi, 1 IPOCTO B gUMap.

YopT TaKuM caMHUM CII0CO0OM ITOfIaBCs CHIiOM 3a Helo. AJle IO 11 TBApUHA MPYOKillla 3a
BCSIKOTO (pepTHKa B ITaHYOXaX, TO ¥ He OUBHO, 1110 BiH HalXaB IPX caMiM OTBOpi AUMaps Ha
IIINIO CBOIM KOXaHIIi Ta ¥ OMUHUIKCSA 000€ B IIPOCTOPIiH Iedi MiXK ropiikaMu.



MaHppiBHUIIS BigCyHyJla TUXEHBKO 3aTYNKy, 100 TNISHYTH, YU He HaCKJIMUKaB CHH II,
Bakyna, 0o xaTu rocrei, Ta, mo6ayuBIIY, 110 HIKOTO He OyJI0, TIIbKYM MILIKY JIeXKalu Cepeq
XaTH, BUJi3/Ia 3 Medi, CKUHyJla TEeNJ0ro KoXyXa, IpUYenypusaach, i HiXTo He Mir 0u
mi3HATHCS, 110 BOHA XBUJIMHY TOMY 13[IMJIa Ha MiTi.

Martu KoBasns Bakynu Maja He Oinblille SK cOpok jiT. BoHa Oyna Hi rapHa, Hi moraHa 3
cebe. Baxko i 6yTu rapHoio B Taki poku. OgHaK BOHa BMijla TaK IpHYapoByBaTH Ao cebe
HalCTaTeYHIIKUX KO3akKiB (AKKMM, He 3aBafiuTh MiX IiHIIUM cKalaTH, Mano Oyjo mina mo
Kpacw), 1o 1o Hei Buamany i ronosa, i gk Hocun Hukudoposuy (3BiCHO, KOMM [SYNXY He
oymo moma), i ko3ak Kopwiit Uy0, i ko3ak Kacsiu CBepOuryas. I, Ha moxBajy i Cjif cKa3aTH,
BOHA TaK yMisio 00X0fuiacs 3 HUMH, 110 KOJTHOMY 3 HUX i Ha AYMKY He Cllafiajio, 10 B HbOTO
€ cynepHUK. Yu U1oB 60ro00sA3IMBUM MYXKHUK, UM [IBOPSHUH, K Ha3UBalOTh cebe K03aKH,
opsirHeHuU y KoOeHs[34] 3 Bignmoroio, B HeJino [0 IepKBH, abo X, K OyBa€ Heropga, mo
IIUHKY, K He 3aiTu mo Comoxu, He MOIMOICTHM MAaCHUX 3 CMeTaHOI0 BapeHUKIiB Ta He
IIOTOMOHITH y Temii xaTi 3 0ajaky4oi ¥ IPUBITHOIO rOCIOAUHE0? | IBOPSHUH HaBMUCHO
IJISL TOTO 3arvHaB Jo0puil rak, nepiie Hix goOupaBcs A0 LIKHKY, i Ha3UBaB 1ie 3aXOOUTHU I10
nopo3i. A mige 6yBano Cosnoxa y CBSITO OO0 IIepKBU, HaOATHYBIIX OapBUCTYy MIaxTy 3
KMTal4yaTOl0 3allaCKOl0, a MOBepX Hel CUHIO IONKY 3 NMOHAIIMBAHUMHU 33aAy 30JI0TUMU
ByCHKaMH, Ta CTaHe IpocTo Oifi mpaBOro Kpuiaca, TO AAK yXKe, fanebi, 3aKallIoBaBCs i
IPUMPY2KyBaB MUMOXITh 04i ¥ Toii 6iK; rojioBa I'JlafiuB BYCH, 3aKjafiaB 3a ByX0 ocejefens i
roBOpHUB f0 O6nmuxk4oro cycima: "Ex, moOpa xinka! Yopt — He Xinka!" Coyoxa BKJIOHSIIACh
KOXKHOMY, 1 KOKHUU IyMaB, 10 BOHA BKJIOHSETHCS TiIIBKU UOMY.

Ane oxouyu¥d yCTpsABaTH B 4yXi cupaBu 3paldy 6 momituB, mo Comoxa Oyna
HalnpuBiTHima 1o Ko3aka Yyba. Yyb OyB ymiBells; BiciM cKupT x1iba 3aBXKOU CTOSITIU NEpe[
1oro xaToio. [IBi mapu mo6pux BOJIB pa3 y pa3 BHCOBYBaJld CBOi T'OJIOBU 3 IJIETEHOI IOBITKU
Ha BYJIMLIO ¥ MyKajd, KOiu 0a4uiiyd KyMy-KOpPOBY 4M OgAbKa, TOBCTOro Oyrasi. bopogaTui
I[all BUAMPABCS aX Ha CTPiXy U [JepeHYaB 3BiATH Pi3KUM TOJ0COM, K TOPOAHUYNH,
OpaXxHS4YW iHOWYOK, IO BUCTYIIAJIX Ha IOABIp'l, i moBepTar4YuCh 3a0M, KOIu 6auuB CBOIX
BOPOTiB, XJI0MMYaKiB, 5IKi ryMunucs 3 #oro 6opoxau. B ckpunsax y Uyba 6yno 6arato mojgoTHa,
JXyNaHiB Ta CTapOBUHHUX KYHTYIIIB i3 30JI0TUMHU rajlyHaMWu: NOKiliHa XkiHKa #oro Oyna
yenypyxa. Ha ropopni, kpiM Maky, KanyCTH, COHAIIHUKIB, 3aCiBajoCs WIOPOKY [BL IpAOKU
TIOTIOHY. CoJloxXa He Bif Toro 6yna, mo0 IpremHaT BCe 1ie [0 CBOTO Xa3siCTBa, 3a3Aalleriib
MipKyIO4H, SKUM BOHA JaCTh MOMY jlaf, Konu npubepe [0 CBOIX PYK, i IIe ImogBoioBaia
IPUXUIIBHICTD 00 cTaporo Yyoba.

A mo0 skuM-HeOyab criocoboM cuH 1i Bakyna He mif'ixaB [o MOT0 JOYKU Ta He BCTUT
npubpaTu Bce coli, i Tomi 6, HameBHO, He MigMyCTUB il Hi 10 YOr0 BTPy4YaTUCs, BOHA BHanacs
IO 3BUYAUWHOTO 3aco0y BCiX COpPOKaJiTHiX KyMach: CBapUTH SIKoMora dacTime Yyba 3
KoBaJsieM. MOXKJIHMBO, caMe I1Ii XATPOIIli Ta KMITIUBICTD 11 ¥ IPU3BENIH [0 TOTO, 110 MOAEeKyau
ctanu OanakaTtu crapi 6abu, oco0IMBO KOJIM BUNMBAIM fe-HeOynb Ha Beceid Oecimi 3ailBy
yapky, mo Conoxa crpaBmi BigbMa; 1m0 KussikonyneHkiB mapy0ok 0a4yuB y Hel 33aAy XBiCT, He
Oinpmui 3a 6a0CbKe BepeTeHo, I0 BOHA Ille B I103aTOX YeTBep YOPHOIO KilIKow mnepebiria
IOpOTy, L0 [0 Momafi AKOoCh npubirjia CBUHS, 3aciiBaa MiBHEM, Hall'sjla Ha TOJIOBY IIAIKYy



otus Kinpmpara # noGirya Ha3ap.

Tpanumnocs, mo Toxi, Konu 6abu Gamakanu mMpo Ie, MPUUIIOB AKUNUCH YepeoHUK Tumilm
KopocTsaBuui. BiH He ponyCTUB Harogu po3kKas3aTy, 5K YIiTKY, came nepeq [1eTpiBKoio, KOnu
BiH JIir craTH y XJIiBi, MigMOCTUBIIM IIiff TOJIOBY COJOMY, 0a4uB Ha BJIaCHI 0d4i, 10 BigbMa 3
PO3MYIIeH0I0 KOCO0, B caMili COpOYIli, ITo4asa JOiTH KOPiB, a BiH He MIr MOBOPYXHYTHUCS, TaK
BOHA MOT0 3ayapyBaJlia; BUNOIBIIM KOpPiB, BOHA NPUUIIIIA OO0 HHOTO i IoMa3ana HoMy ryou
YMMCh TaKUM OPUOKUM, IO BiH IIJTIOBAB ITiCJIS TOTO I[N OeHb. Ta Iie BCe I[0Ch CYMHIBHO, 00
OJVH TiJIbKM COPOYMHCBHKUY 3acimaTens MoxkKe 00a4uuTy BiibMy. | ToMy BCi TOBaXKHi KO3aKu
Maxajid pyKaMHU, KOJU 4y/IM Taki po3MoBu. "BpemyTs, cy4i 6abu!" Oyna 3BuyaliHa BiAIOBiAb
iX.

Bunismmu 3 meui Ta npuuenypusiirch, Conoxa, K modpa xa3siKa, modasia npubrupaTy Ta
CTaBUTHU BCe Ha CBO€ Miclle; ajle MIIIKiB He uinarna: Ile Bakyna nNpuHic, ToO Hexau caM 1
BuHece! YopT, TUMYacoM, KOJH IIe BIIiTaB y OuMap, SKOCh HEHAaBMUCHO 0OEpHYBILIUCH,
nobauuB Uy0a Il pyKy 3 KyMOM, BXKe HajieKo Bifl XaTh. YMUTH BUJIETIB BiH 3 medi, mepebir im
IOPOTY Ta ¥ I04YaB PO3KUMATH 3 YCiX OOKiB Ky4yTrypy 3aMep3JI0TO CHITy. 3HSTacs MeTelulls.
Y nosiTpi 3abimino. CHIr miTaB clofu ¥ TyOIX MEPeXUBOM i 3arpoxKyBaB I103aJlillIl0BaTH OYi,
POTHU ¥ Byxa IIepexX0kKuM. A 4OpT IOJIETiB 3HOBY B AuMap, OYBIIM IiTKOM IeBHUH, 110 Uy0
IIOBEPHETHCSA Pa30M 3 KyMOM Ha3af, 3acTaHe KOBajd U I0YacTye UOro Tak, 110 TOM JOBrO HE
3MOXKe B3SITU B PYKHU IIEH3JIS Ta MaJiloBaTy 00pa3jiuBi KApUKaTypH.

CmpaBpi, TinbKU-HO 3[iMHSIIACh METENulls, i BiTep mo4yaB pi3aTu IPOCTO B 04i, 1K Uy0
yX&Ke KasgBCS i, HacyBalouu riauline Ha TOJIOBY KalleJIloXM, 4acTyBaB Jlalkoio cebe, 4opTa i
KyMma. A BTiM, mocapa us O6ysna ymaBaHa. Yy0 gyxe papuii OyB, 110 3OiMHSANIACS 3aMeTinb. [1o
nsgka Oyno e y BiciM pasiB Oinbime Toi Bimmasi, SKy BOHM NpPOUIINIKA. MaHAPiBHUKHU
IIOBEPHYJIU Ha3afl. BiTep [yB y MOTUNMINO; ajie KPi3b XYPTOBUHY Hi4OT0 HEe OYyJI0 BUIHO.

"CtpuBaii, KymMe! Mu, 30aeThCs, HE TYOU WeMo", cKa3aB, Tpoxu Bimiimmosiu, Yy0: "sa He
6auy xkopHOol xaTu. Ole-To MeTenuIsl! 3BepHU-HO TH, KyMe, Tpoxu BOIK, Y¥ He HaTpaluil Ha
LOpOry; a s TUM4YacoM IIOLIyKal TyT. | TIOHece X HeuucTa Cujla IJIEHTATUCA B TaKy Xyry! He
3a0ynb TYKHYTH, KOJIM 3HaMel Jopory. Ad, Ky KyIly CHIr'y HallyCTUB y Biui caTaHa!"

Ioporu, ogHayve, He Oyno BugHO. KyMm, BipmidimoBiuiu BOiK, OpboXaB y OBrUX 4000TSAX TyOU
1 CIO[Y i HapelllTi HaTpaluB IIPOCTO Ha IMHOK. 115 3HaxXifKa Tak Moro BTillMa, IO BiH 3a0yB
Ipo Bce i, 00TpycuBlu 3 cebe CHIr, YBIUIIOB y CiHU, HITPOXU He TypOyIOUuUCh PO KyMa, II0
3aIuMIMBCS Ha Bynuli. Yy0oBi ysIBUIOCS TUMYACOM, IO BiH 3HAMIIIOB OOPOTY; CIUHUBIIUCH,
3aXOMUBCS BiH KpUYaTH 3 yciel cunu, ane, 6aYuBINY, 110 KyM He 3'SBISETHCS, BUPIIIUB iTH
caMm. Tpoxu mpoimoBmy, n0o6auuB BiH CBOIO XaTy. Ky4yrypu CHIry nexanu Kpyr Hel i Ha
OKpiBii. JIsickawoyu 3Mep3/7IMMU Ha XOJIOA41I PyKaMH, 3aXOOUBCS BiH CTyKaTu y ABepi Ta
KpU4YaTH BJIafHO Ha CBOIO OYKY, 100 BiTYMHUTIA.

"Horo T06i TyT Tpeba?" CyBOPO KPUKHYB, BUMIIOBIIN, KOBAJIb.

Yy06, yni3HaBIIM rooCc KOBajsd, BiICTynuB Tpoxu Ha3apn. "E, Hi, 1je He Mo XaTa", Ka3as
BiH caM 110 ce0e: "mo Mo€l XaTu He 3abpeje KOBalb. 3HOB-TAKH, SIK IPUAUBUTUCS Ho0pe, TO 1
He KoBaJieBa. Yus 0 Oyna ue xata? OT T0o0i i Ha! He BHi3HaB! 1e XK KpuBoro JlepueHka, 110
He[aBHO OAPYXKUBCS 3 MOJIOOI0 XKIHKOI0. Y HbOTO TLIBKY XaTa CX0xka Ha MO. To X TO MeHi



3Janiocs ¥ 3pal3y TPOXW OUBHUM, IO TaK CKOPO NpHUIIoB momoMy. OpmHaude XK JIeBUeHKO
CULOUTH Tellep y OfKa, Ile 1 3Halo, 40ro X ToAl KoBans?.. E, re, re! BiH XOOUTH JO UOTO
Monomnoi xkinku. OH gk! mobpe!., Temep s Bce 3po3yMmiB!"

"XTO TM TaKu# 1 4Oro TOBUELICA Hif ABepuMa?" IPOMOBUB KOBaJlb lLile CyBOpilie i
MimifmoBIIy O1uXxK4e.

"Hi, He ckaxy oMy, xTo 1", mogyMaB Uy0: "goro mobporo, iie Hab'e, KISTUN BUPOIOK!"
i, 3MiHUMBIIM ToJI0C, BifnosiB: "lle g, yonopiue mobpuit! MPUUIIOB BaM Ha BTiXy ITOKOJISITyBaTH
TPOXM IIifl BiKHamMu".

"3abupaiics K 6icy 3 cBoiMU KonsmKaMu!" cepauTo 3akpuydaB Bakyma. "Horo xk Tu croimm?
yyenl, 3abupaicst 3apa3-Taku reto!"

Yy6 i caMm yXke MaB lLieil PO3YMHUN HaMip, ajie HOMYy NMPUKPUM 3[aJioCs, 10 MYCHUTh
CIlyXaTH KOBAJIEBOT0 HaKa3y. 3[aBajiocs, siKaCh HEUYNCTa CUjla IITOBXajla MOTo Mif pyKy U
3MyIlyBalla CKa3aTH Io-HeOynb Hamepekip. "Illo X Tu, cnpaBhdi, TakK po3KpuyaBcsa?"
IIPOMOBUB BiH TUM CaMUM T'OJI0COM: "SI X04y KOJISIOyBaTH, Ta ¥ romi!"

"Ere! Ta Tebe cmoBamMu He Bramyem!.." Cnigom 3a nmumu cinoBamu Yy0 Biguys
npeboIIoYuil yaap y mieyve.

"To ome TH, K g 6auy, IOYMHAEI yKe OUTUCA!" TPOMOBUB BiH, TPOXH BiICTyIaIOUH.

"Iou, inu reTs!" KpUYaB KOBaJib, I04acTyBaBuIy Yyba OPyruM CTyCaHOM.

"o x Tu!" npomoBuB Yy06 TakuM T0JI0OCOM, Y SIKOMY BUSABNABCA i Oinb, i mocapa, i
6os3KicTh. "TH, Oady, He Ha xKapTtu 0'emics, Ta e 1 6onade 6'emcs!”

"I'eTs, TeTn!" 3aKpUYaB KOBaJIb 1 FPIOKHYB ABEpUMA.

"IuBuck, skuu xopobpuii!" ropopus Uy0, 3anuIIuBIIKCE caM Ha Bynulli. "Crnpoby#
migidTu! au Skui! oTo BenmMKa IAlg! TH gyMaenl, s Ha Tebe cyny He 3Hauny? Hi, rony04uky,
g mifgy, 1 mipy npocTto #o KoMmicapa. Tu B MeHe 3HaTUMell. {1 He IMOOUBIIIOCA, 110 T KOBaJb Ta
Mansp. A ciig mornsgHyTu 0 Ha CIIMHY i Iedi: g gyMmato, CuHIi €. MaOyTh, moOpe-Taku oOUB
BpaXu# CHH! IIKOAa, II0 XOJIOAHO i He Xo4eTbCa cKupaTu Koxyxa! CtpuBail xke, 0iciB
KOBaJo, o6 4opT mobus i Tebe, i TBOIO Ky3HIO, T B MEHE IMOMOTaHIoem! 6a4, KIITUl
mubeHuK! ogHave, 1oro Tenep HeMa pgoma. Conoxa, MabyTh, CUOUTH cama. ['M... BOHO U
Hepaneko 3Bifacy; mitu 6! Yac Temep Takuy, 0 HaC HiXTO He 3acTaHe. Moxe, i Tee Oyme
MOXKHa... a4, K 00/1s14e MoOUB MPOKIATUN KOBaJb!"

Tyt Yy6, mouyxaBmu cobi cnuHy, nmomaBcs y Apyrui Oik. [IpumeMHICTB, Ky BiH
CIofiBaBCa MaTH IIpu nmobadeHHi 3 Col0X010, 3MeHIIlyBajla TPoXu 0ib i pobuia HEBiIUyTHUM
HaBiTh MOPO3, IO TPilllaB II0 BCiX BYJHUINAX, HE 3ariayllyBaHUX CBUCTOM 3aBipioxu. HacoMm Ha
o6nuyui #oro, e O0OpPOAy Ta BYCHM MeTeNHUlLs HaMHUJIHUJIa CHIroM Kpalle 3a BCSKOTO
UPYyJIbHUKA, 10 TUPAHCHKUM CIOCOOOM Xalae 3a HOCa CBOI0 XePTBY, IpocTylala
nmiBcosiogka MiHa. OgHak, sKOU CHIr He XpeCcTUB Ty[OU U CIOOU BCe Iepel 04MMa, TO IIie 0BT
MoxKHa O0yso 0 6auutu, 9K UyO CIMHSBCS, UyXaB CIIMHY, IPOMOBIISB: 00ng4e HaOUB KIATUM
KOBaJIb! 1 3HOBY pyllaB Aail.

Y To#t yac, konu MeTKu# GepT[35] i3 XBOCTOM Ta I[anuHOI0 6OPOOOI0 JTiTaB 3 AUMap i
IIOTiM 3HOBY B fiUMap, JafiBHULA[36], 10 BHCina B HbOT0 Ha mepeB'si3i mpu Ooili i 10 B Hel
BiH CXOBaB YKpaJeHUU MICALb, IKOCh 3HEeHal[bKa 3a4eNuBIINCh Y IIe4l, PO3KPUJIAcCh, 1 MiCALb,



CKOPUCTYBABIIUCH 3 ITi€l HAaroau, BUJIETIB KPi3b guMap COJIOMIMHOI XaTH ¥ IJIaBHO 3MiNHSIBCS
Ha Hebo.

Bce ocsitunocsi. 3ameTini Haue i He O6yno. CHIr 3amanaB MUPOKUM CPiOHUM II0JIEM i BECh
obcumaBcsgd KpUIITaleBUMHU 30psiMu. Mopo3 Haue moTemniB. FOpOou mapyOkKiB i miBuart
nmokasanucs 3 Mimkamu. [IicHiI 3ag3BeHinu, 1 pigKo Mmif SKOK XaTOK HE TOBIUIUCH
KOJISITHUKW.

IuBHO csie Micsib! Baxkko po3kasaTu, K mobpe BemITAaTHCS TaKol HOYi MiX 10p00oI0
miBYaT, 10 PerovyyTh Ta CHiBalOTh, i MiXK mapyOKaMu, OXOUMMHU Ha BCSKi XKapTH U BUTIBKH,
SKi TITbKY MOKe HaBisiTH 11 HiY, 110 BeCeJio CMIieThCS. Y 0oOpoMy KOXKYCi TEIIo; BiI MOPO3y
I11e TapsAyillle ropATh II0KH; a Ha IIYCTOIIl caM [OifbKO IIIgIITOBXY€E 33aay.

Kynu piBuar 3 Mimkamu Bfepnucsg go xatu dybOa, obctynunu OkcaHy. Kpuk, perir,
Oaayky MPUTOJIOMIIAIIM KOBajs. Bci HaBBUIepeOKM IOCIHilany po3Ka3aTu KpacCyHi Io-
HeOynb HOBE, BUKJIaAAX 3 MIIIKiB i XBalIUIUCS MaaSHULISIMUA, KoBOacaMu, BApeHUKaMHU, TKUX
BCTUTJIM YKMMaJIO BxKe HakonsgyBaTu. OKcaHa, 30aBayioch, Oya I[iTKOM 3agoBOJieHa i pana,
mebeTasia TO 3 Ti€l0, TO 3 Ti€l0 i peroTasa, HEBraBalOuH.

3 AKOI0Ch [0CANO0 ¥ 3a34PICTI0 IUBUBCS KOBaJIb HA TaKy BECEJIICTh i IbOT0 pa3y KIISIB
KOJISIIKY, X04a ¥ caM He pa3 3aXOIII0BAaBCS HUMU OO HECTSIMH.

"E, Omapko!" cka3ana Becena KpacyHsi, 00epHYBIIKUCH 10 OfHi€l i3 miBuat: "y Tebe HOBI
yepeBuku. OH, sKi K xoporri! i 3 3omotom! [Tobpe T06i, Omapko, B Tebe € Taka JMOOUHA, SIKa
Bce TOOi KyIIy€; a MeHi HeMa KOMY IiCTaTH TaKi rapHi YepeBUKH".

"He Tyxu, mos moba OkcaHo!" migxonuB KoBasb: "g ToOI AiCTaHy Taki 4YepeBUKH, 110
MaJio siKa ¥ ITaHHO4YKa HOCUTH".

"Tu?" ckazana OkcaHa, BUOKO U 3ropha IJISHYBIIM Ha HbOro. "[loguBIIOCE 4, e TU
micTaHeI TaKi YepeBUKHU, gKi Morna 6 g HafiTu Ha CBOIO Hory. Xifa mpuHece Ti caMi, II10
HOCHUTbD LIapuLs'".

"Bauuill, SKUX 3ax0Tina!" 3akpuyasa CMilouuCh AiBoda opoda.

"A Tak!" mpoBapauia Hai roppga KpacyHs: "OyabTe BY BCi 3a CBifKiB, SIKIIIO0 KOBalbh Bakyra
IIpUHECE Ti caMi YepeBUKH, AKI HOCUTH LIapUlld, TO, OT BaM MO€ CJIOBO, 110 BUMAY 3apa3-TaKu
3a HBOI'O 3aMix".

[iBuaTa moBenu 3 co60i0 NPUMXJIUBY KpacyH. "Cwmilics, cmiiica!" TOBOpUB KOBAab,
BUXOOSYHU CIIimoM 3a HuMHU. "4 ¥ caM cmitocs i3 cebe! [lymalo, i He MOXYy HaflyMaTH, Kyou
niBcg po3yM Miii? BoHa MeHe He no0uUTh — HY, 60T 3 Helo! HiOU TilbKM Ha BCbOMY CBITi 1 €,
mo OkcaHa. XBanuTu Oora, miByaT 6arato € xopomux i 6e3 Hel Ha ceji. Ta # mo OkcaHa? 3
Hel HiKoM He Oyne moOpol Xa3siKU: BOHA BMi€ Tinbku yenyputucsd. Hy, ropi, yac nokunyTtu
i gypori”.

Ane B TOM caMuil 4ac, KOJIM KOBaJib TOTyBaBCA OyTH PIilIyduM, SKUUCH 3NTUUA OVX
IIPOHOCUB Tepeq HUM ycMixHeHu# 00pa3 OKcaHH, 1110 TOBOPUIIA TTy3/IUBO: "MicTaHb, KOBAIO,
IJapULIHI YepeBUKH, BUiy 3a Tebe 3amixk!" Bce B HbOMy XBUIIIOBAIOCH, i BiH IyMaB TiJIbKU
po ogHy OKcaHy.

FOp6u KonmsgHUKiIB, TapyOKu OKpeMo, fiBYyaTa OKpeMo, MOCIHilIaayd 3 OOHOI BYNIMIl Ha
Opyry. Ame KoBaJb iIoB i Hivoro He 0a4yuB i He OpaB y4acTi y TUX Beceyollax, siKi KOIUCh



mo6buB Oinbille 3a BCe.

YopT TEMUYacOM He Ha XKapT po3HixkuBcsA B CONOXM: LiNyBaB 1 PYKy 3 TaKUMU
BUXMJISICAMH, SIK 3acifaTelb MOIIiBHI, XanaBcs 3a Cepllie, OXKaB i CKa3aB IIPSAMO, 110 KOJIX BOHA
He IIOTOOUTHCS BAOBOJIBHUTHU MOTO CIIpaAry i, IK BOGUTHCSA, HATOPOAUTH, TO BiH JTaJeH Ha BCe:
KMHEThCS Y BOAy, a OyLIy IOIie nNpsiMo B nekyo. Conoxa Oyna He Taka BxKe XKOPCTOKa; [0
TOTO X YOPT, SIK BifoMO, [IisiB 3 HEI0 3a0HO. BoHa Taku mobuna 6auuTHy 1K HATOBII, IO
ynanaB 6ins Hel, i pigko OyBajia 0e3 KoMIaHii; a el Bedip, ogHaK, AyMala rnepebyTu cama,
00 BCix 3HaUHUX JIIOfEH B ceni 0yno 3aKIMKaHO Ha KYTIO [0 [siKa. Ta Bce 00epHYJIOCS II0-
IHIIOMY: YOPT TiJIBKU-HO BUCJIOBUB CBOI0 BMMOTY, SK PalTOM II0OYYBCSA CTYKIT 1 rojioc
KpeMe3Horo roynosu. Cojyioxa mo0irja BifUMHSATH OBEPi, @ CIPUTHUM YOPT BIIi3 y MIIIOK, 110
JIexkaB IOl

['omoBa, 06TPyCHUBIIM 3 CBOIX KalleJIOXiB CHIr Ta BUMUBIIKM 3 CONOIIMHUX PYK YapKy
TOPiNKY, po3Ka3aB, 1110 BiH He IIilIOB [I0 AsKa, 60 3HsIacs 3aMeTiflb; a T0OQYMBIIHU CBITJIO B 11
XaTi, 3aBEPHYB [0 Hel, Maloyu HaMip mepedyTu Bedip 3 HeIO.

He BcTHT ronoBa Lie CKa3aTH, K y ABEPi 3arpioKasio 3HOB i TOYyBCS rojoc ggkKa. "CxoBau
MeHe Kyau-HeOyOb", IenoTiB rososa. "MeHi He X04eThCs Telep 3yCTPITUC 3 AIKOM".

Conoxa myMasa [OBTo, KyAu 3aXOBaTH TAKOTO OTPSAAHOIO TOCTS; HapellTi Bubpana
HauOinbIIN MIIIOK 3 BYTi/IJIAM; BYTi/IJid BUCHKIIala B KagoB0, i KpeMe3HUM rojioBa 3abpaBcs 3
ByCaMU, 3 T'OJIOBOIO 1 3 KalleIl0XaMy B MIIIIOK.

[IsIK yBIiNIIOB, MOKPEKTYIOYX Ta ITOTUPAIOYU PYKHU, i po3Ka3aB, 1[0 B HOTO He OyJI0 HiKOTO
i 1110 BiH cepaeyYHO pafuil 1iit Harofi MOTYISATH TPOXU B Hel i He 3/1sKaBCcA 3aMeTifi. TyT BiH
IiiinoB fo Hel OJuXK4Ye, KAIUISHYB, YCMiXHYBCS, HOTOPKHYBCS CBOIMM OOBTMMU NaJbLgMU
mo ii oroyieHol MOBHOI PYKH i TPOMOBUB 3 TAKUM BUTTISIIOM, Y IKOMY BUSIBIISITIOCS i TYKaBCTBO
1 caMOBIOBOJIEHICTh: "A 1110 11e y Bac, BejiesiinHasa Cosoxo?" i, CKa3aBIlIH Lie, BiICKOYUB BiH
Tpoxu Hasag. "SIk To mo? Pyka, Hocume Hukudoposuuy!" Bignosina Conoxa.

"T'm! pyka! xe! xe! xe!" npoMoBUB cepaedyHO 3aJ0BOJIEHUU 31 CBOr0 INOYUHY [O4K 1
IIPOMIIOBCS IO KiMHATI.

"A 1me mo y Bac, gpaxaumasa Conoxo?" IPpOMOBUB BiH 3 TaKUM CaMUM BUTJIALOM,
IPUCTYIIUBIIY 10 Hel 3HOBY, TOPKHYBIIY 37IeTKa PYKOIO 3a LIXIO i TaK CaMo BilCKOYWB Ha3ajl.

"Hi6u He Gaumrte, Mocume Hukudoposuuy", Bigmosina Comoxa. "Illus, a Ha mui
HaMUCTO".

"I'm! Ha mmi HamucTo! xe! xe! xe!" i ASIK 3HOBY IMPOUIIIOBCS IO XaTi, IOTUPAOYM PYKHU.

"A 1e mo y Bac, He3piBHIHHaA Co0m0x0?.." He 3HATH, OO YOro O Temep OJOTOPKHYBCS OSIK
CBOIMU JOBIMMHU IaJIbLIIMHU, KOIM PAIITOM Y ABEPi 3aCTyKaJjo ¥ IOYyBCs rojI0Cc Ko3aka Yyba.

"Ou, 6oxke Miit, cTOpoHHS ocoba!" 3akpuuaB nepenskanuil gsk. "Illlo XK Temep, K
3acTaHyTb 0coby Moro 3BaHHs?.. [litine no otig Kingpara!.."

Ta msikoBe 1mo0Ooi0BaHHS OyJ0 iHIIOTO poxdy: BiH 00sBCS Oinbie TOTO, 100 He [i3Halach
10T0 IIOJIOBKHA, 110 ¥ 0e3 TOro BXkKe CTPAIIHOI0 PYKOI0 CBO€EI0 3p0o0Hiia 3 HOr0 TOBCTOI KOCH
TaKy TOHeHbKY. "bora pamgu, mo6podecHa Comox0", TOBOPUB BiH, TPEMTSYM BCIM TiJIOM.
"Bama moOpicTh, 9K CKa3aHO B nucadil JIyku, riaBa TpuHa... TpuH... CTyKaloTs, 14-60ry,

ctykawoTh! O, cxoBaliTe MeHe Kynu-HeOymp".



Conoxa BUCHIIaNa ByTinag B KagoBO 3 APYroro Mimka, i He AyXe TiMUCTUYU OSK 3ai3 y
HbOT'O Ta ¥ MPUMOCTHUBCS Ha CaMOMYy [AHi, Tak, 110 II0BEPX HbOTO MOXKHa 0 HacuUMaTH Lie 3
iBMIIIKA BYTLIJIA.

"3mopoBa Oymb, Comoxo!" cka3aB, yBixomsiuu o xatu, Yy0. "Tu, Moxe, i He YeKana MeHe,
ra? mpaBfa X, He 4ekKana? Moxe, g rnepebus..." mpoBanuB gani Yy0, mokalyouyu Ha o0muudi
JXKaApTIBNIUBY Ta 3HAUYIly MiHy, gKa 3a3fallerifb JaBajia 3HaTH, 1[0 HEIOBOPOTHA I'0JI0Ba UOT0
TPYHAUJIacd ¥ TOoTyBajacs MyCTUTHU SKWU-HeOyOb YIUIUIJIMBUY i XUMepHUU foTen. "Moxe, BU
TYT i po3Baxanucs 3 KUM-HeOyab!.. MOXKe, TH KOro-HeOyOb i cxoBasa BxXKe, ra?" i 3aX0myieHun
TaKUM CBOIM 3ayBaxeHHsIM, Uy0 3acMisfiBCs, TilladXChb y OYIIi, 10 BiH OOUH TiJIbKU
KOPUCTYEThCA 3 mobpoi mpuxunbHocTi Comoxu. "Hy, Conoxo, maii Tenmep BUIUTHU TOPinku. A
oyMaio, B MeHe TOPJI0 3aMep3Ji0 Bif MPOKIATOro Mopo3y. I mocnas 00T TakKy Hid mepef
PizgBom! 4k 3mintHsinacs, uyeir, Conoxo, sk 3gidHsanacs... OTo 3amy0inu pyku: He po3cTeOHY
KoXyxa! fK 3minHAnacda MeTenund..."

"Biguunu!" moyyBcs 3HaBOPY rOJI0C, CYIPOBOAXKYBAHUY ITOIITOBXOM Y ABEPL.

"CTyKae XToCh?" CKa3aB, 3yIUHUBIIUCH, 1yO0.

"BiguuHu!" 3akpuyany e gyxye.

"Lle xoBasb!" MPOMOBUB, CXOMUBLIKCH 3a Kamnemoxu, Yy6: "crmyxad, Conoxo: Kyou Xo4delrn
CX0Bau MeHe; s Hi3alllo y CBITI He X04Uy IIOTPAIUTU Ha 04l I[bOMY BUPOAKOBI IPOKJIITOMY,
6omait oMy, YOPTOBOMY CUHOBI, Habirmo mim obomMa ouMMa IO MyXHPeBi 3 KOMUIIIO
3aBOinbKu!"

Cornoxa, 379KaBIIKCH i c00i, METYIUIACh, IK O4aMpina, i, BTpaTHUBIIX T'OJIOBY, flaja 3HaK
Yy0oBi N1i3TH B TOW CaMHU¥ MiIlIOK, B IKOMY BXKe CHU[iB AsK. bigonamHuil A9K He CMiB HaBiTh
KaLIJISHYTH, YU 3aKpeKTaTu 3 00110, KOJU CiB KOMYy MalKe Ha I0JIOBY BaXKKUH OSObKO Ta
IIPHMOCTUB CBOI HaMep3Jli Ha MOPo3i 4000TH 110 00uABa O0KM MOTO CKPOHb.

KoBanp yBIWIIOB, HE KaXy4HU U CJIOBA, He CKUOAIOYU IIANKY, 1 MalXkKe IIOBAJIUBCA Ha
naBky. [TomiTHO OyJ10, 110 BiH y Ay2Ke IIOraHOMY HACTpPOI.

Y Tout caMe 4ac, gk Coyjoxa 3auMHsNa 3a HUM [BEPi, XTOCh MOCTyKaB i3HOBY. To OyB
kKo3ak CBepOurys. LIboro Bxke He MOxKHa OyJI0 3aX0BaTH B MillIOK, 00 ¥ Milllka TaKOTro He
MOKHa Oyo 3HauTu. Bin OyB TOBCTILIMY 3a CaMOT0 T'OJIOBY i BUIIXU Ha 3picT 3a Yy00BOTO
kyMma. | Tomy Cosoxa BuBeJla MOT0 Ha TOPO, 1100 BUCIIyXaTH Bifl HbOTO BCE Te, IO BiH MaB iif
CKa3aTH.

KoBanp HeyBaxXHO OTJisiiaB KYTKU CBO€El XaTH, MIPUCIYyXalYUCh 4acOM OO IiCeHb
KOJIAOHUKIB, 1110 [aJIeKO JIYHAJIM 110 CeJly; HapellTi CIIMHUB 04l Ha Milkax: "Horo nexartb TyT
omi Mimku? ix maBHO 0 yac npubpaTu 3Bigcu. Yepe3 oTy 0e3rny3ay /1000B 5 30yPiB 30BCiM.
3aBTpa CBSTO, @ B XaTi ! [0Ci BalgeThCA BCIKUM MOTJIOX. BigHecy 1x o Ky3Hi!"

TyT KoBaib NMPUCIB IO BENMYE3HUX MIllIKiB, IepeB'sizaB iX MilHilne i TagHaBCS 3aBOaTH
co0i Ha myeyi. Ane nmoMiTHO 0yJ10, IO UOT0 AYMKU TI'ynsaau Oor 3Ha€ fe, iHakiIe O BiH IIOYYB,
K 3ammimiB Yy0, KoM BOJIOCCS Ha I'OJIOBi MO0 MPUKPYTHIIAa 3aB'sI3Ka, a 3[0POBEHHUN I'0JI0Ba
nouaB OyB I'MKaTU OOCUTh BUPA3HO.

"HeBxke He BuO'€THCS 3 royoBU MOE€I 11 HerimHa OKcaHa?" rOBOPUB KOBajb: "He X04y
IyMaTH IIPo Hel, a BOHO BCe JyMAa€EThC, i IK HaBMUCHO IIPO Hel caMy TiJibKU. Yoro 11e Tax, I1o



IyMKa IpOTH BoJi ni3e B ronoBy? IJo 3a 4opt, mimku HayebTo Yyoroch nmosaxvanu! TyT,
IIeBHO, HaKJIafieHo Iie 4oro-HeOynmb, KpiM Byrinns. [ypens ! g i 3a0yB, 1110 Temep MeHi Bce
3ma€eThCs BaxX4uM. [lepiie OyBasio g Mir 3irHyTH ¥ pO3IrHYTU B OfHIN PyIi MigHUY II'9Tak Ta
KIHCBKY MIIKOBY; a TeNep MillKa 3 BYTiUIIaM He mifgiiMy. CKOpo BXKe U Bif] BITPY BaIUTUMYCh.
Ta Hi", CKpUKHYB BiH, TOMOBYABIIY ¥ Mig0ambopUBIIUCE: "0 5 3a 60aba! He mam Hikomy
cMisitTucs 3 cebe! Xo4 mecaTh TaKuX MillKiB, yci mipifimy". I 6agpopo 3aBmaB cobi Ha miedi
MIIIKY, 110 IX He moHecnu 0 i JBO€ AyXKuX 4O0NOBiKiB. "B3siTH ¥ 1OT0", Ka3aB BiH mari,
migifiMalouy HeBeJIMYKOTO, Ha [Hi SKOTO JiekaB CKOIIopOUBLIIUCE YOpT. "TyT, 3maeThcs, 5

IIOKJIaB CTPYMeHT CBiX". CKa3aBIlIX Iie, BIH BUUIIOB i3 XaTH, HACBUCTYIOYU IIiCHIO:

MeHi 3 XKIHKOI He BO3UTHCH.

TonocHile ¥ ronocHilne TyHany Ha ByNIHIAX MicHI Ta Kpuku. FOpbu Hapony mobinbinanu
IIe TOMY, 110 YMMaJlo IPUUIII0 3 cycigHix cin. ITapyOKu XKapTyBanu ¥ Ka3uUJIUCS [NOCX0Yy.
YacTo Mix KonsigkaMu 4yTu OyJio gKy-HeOyOb BeCey MiCHIO, 10 1l TyT-TaKu BCTUT CKJIaCTHU
XTO0-HeOynb 3 MOIOAWX KO3akKiB. A TO pamToM OfuH i3 10pOu, 3aMiCTh KONSIOKH, IyCKaB
IIeJPiBKy U PEBiB Ha BCe T'OPJIO:

[Ilegpuk, Beapuk!

IlaliTe BapeHUK,

['pymouky Kamku,

Kinbue koBOacku!

Perit BuHaropopxysaB LITyKapsa. MajeHbKi BiKHA BIQUUHSAIUCS, 1 CYXOPJIABl PyKHU
6abycp, AKi caMi TifIbKU 3 TOBaXXHUMHU OaThKaMU 3a/IMIIaINCS B XaTaX, BUCYBa/IUCS 3 BiKHA 3
K0BOACOI0 UM IMIMAaTKOM mupora. [lapybku Ta miByaTa OfHi 3-epeq OOHUX MifICTaBISINIU
MIIIKY i DigXOIII0BaIX CBOIO 3m00K4Y. B ogHOMY Micni mapyOKu, 3aiLIOBIIN 3 yCiX 0OKiB,
OTOYYyBaJlM TypT HiBUaT: rajgac, ramip, TOW KHAaB I'PyAKOI0 CHIry, TOW BUOMPAB MIIIOK 3
YCSIKOIO BCSIUMHOM0. B iHImoOMYy MicIi AiByaTa 10BUIK napyOKa, MifCTaBIsaId UOMY HOTY, i BiH
7eTiB pa3oM 3 MIIIKOM CTOPY TOJIOBOIO Ha 3eMJ0. 3[4aBanocs, ILiny Hi4Y nagHi Oynu
npoBecenutucs! I HiY, 9K Ha Te, TakK PO3KIIIHO XkKeBpina! i me GimimuM 3maBanocs CBIiTIO
Mics1s Bifg 6/IUCKY CHIry!

KoBasb CIIMHUBCS 31 cBoiMu MimKamu. Homy modyscs B 10p6i miBgar romoc i ToHeHbKUiL
cMix OkcaHu. Bci KUKy B HbOMY 30PUTHYIUCh; KUHYBIIX Ha 3€MJII0 MillIK¥, ax ASK, 10 0yB
Ha caMOMYy MOHi, 3a0xkKaB, 3a0uUBIIUCH, i TOJIOBa TUKHYB Ha BCe TOPJIO, IOMABCS BiH 3
MaJIeHbKMM MiIIlIKOM 3a IjleyuMa pa3oM 3 T'ypToM IapyOkKiB, 10 HIINIU CIIigOM 3a TOIH0
niBo4oI0 10p0010, 3BiIKM oMYy ITOYyBCs rojioc OKCaHu.

Tak: 1e BoHa! CTOITh, K LApuIlsd, i OTMCKae YOPHUMHU O4YMMa, il PO3Ka3ye IIOCh
OKa3HuY napy0ok; MabyTh, 3abaBHe, 60 BOoHA CMieThbcs. Ta BOHa 3aBXKOU cMieThcs. HibuTo
MUMOXiTh, CaM He PO3yMilo4u gK, IPOfepcs KOBalib KPi3b HATOBI i CTaB Koo Hel. "A,
Baxkyno, T TyT! 3g0poB!" cKka3aja KpacyHs 3 TOI CaMOI0 YCMIIIKOI0, III0 Majio He 3Bogusia
Bakyny 3 po3ymy. "Hy, 6araTo HakonsnyBaB? E, sKuil MaleHbKUU MIllIOK! a 4YepeBUKH, SIKi
HOCUTD LIapulld, HicTaB? [iCTaHb YEPEeBUKH, BUMAy 3a Tebe 3aMixk!" i, 3acmisiBuCe, mobirma 3
TypTOM [iBYar.

dx ykomaHu#{, CTOSAB KOBajdb Ha ogHoMy Michi. "Hi, He Moxy; Hecuna Oinbie..."



IIPOMOBUB BiH HapemTi. "Ane, 60Xke TH Miif, YoMy BOHa Taka 3 Gica rapHa? ii mornisp, i MoBa, i
BCe, HY, OT TakK i majuTh, Tak i manuth... Hi, HeMae BxXe cHaru nepemortu cebe! Yac
IIOKJIaCTH Kpayu yChbOMY: IIpoIlafail Aylla, IMifAy BTOIJIIOCS B OMOJIOHII, Ta ¥ MOMHHAM, K
3Banu!"

TyT piliyyuM KpOKOM IIiIIOB BiH yIeper, HOTHAB I'ypT, OpPiBHABCA 3 OKCaHOIO 1 CKa3aB
TBepauM rojocom: "IIpoma#, Okcano! Illykaii cobi SKOT0 XO4ell XKeHHWXa, MOPOY, KOTO
X04Yell; a MeHe He obayuln Oinbille Ha I[bOMY CBiTi".

Kpacyss Oyna HiOM 3mMBOBaHa, XOTijla IOCh CKa3aTH, ajie KoBaJib MaxHyB PYKOI0 ¥ mo6ir
TeTh.

"Kynu, Bakyno?" kpuyanu napyoxu, 0auuBIIg, K 0iKUTH KOBAJIb.

"IIpomraiite, OpaTTsd!" Kpu4yaB y BigmoBigb KoBasb. "[lacTs 60T, m100aYMMOCh HA TOMY
CBITi; a Ha I[bOMY BXe He T'yJIdaTu HaM pa3oM. [Ipomanute, He 3ragyute nuxoM! [lepekaxiTh
oTirio KiHmpaToBi, 11100 OfCTYyKUB ITaHAXUAY 10 MOii rpimHik gymri. CBiY0OK mepeq iKoHaMU
yygoTBopLs Ta 60K01 MaTepi, Kaloch, He 00MalioBaB uepe3 MUPCHKi cipaBu. Bce mobpo, sgke
3HANOEThCS Y MOIM CKPUHI, Ha 1IepkBYy! mpoiaiTe!"

[TporoBopuBIIN Ile, KOBa/lb KHHYBCS 3HOBY Oir'TH 3 MIIIKOM Ha CIIHHI.

"Bin 360keBoiB!" roBopuu napyoku.

"TIpomamia ayma!" mo6oxkHO mpoOypmoTisia 6abycs, 1110 Tpoxoauaa MuMo: "Tpeba miTu
poO3Ka3aTH, SK KOBajlb IIOBiCUBCA!"

Bakyna TuMyacoM, npobirmu Kinbka BynIulLlb, COUHUBCS nepenuxHyTu. "Kynou me g
cripaBfi 6ixy?" mogyMaB BiH: "HaueOTO Bce BXKe Iporarso. [lomrykalo 1ie crnocoly: 3auay oo
3amopoxis Ilysatoro Ilaimoka. BiH, KaxXyTh, 3HA€ BCiX YOPTiB i Bce 3p0OUTH, 10 TiNbKU
cxoue. [ligy, agKe Oyl O4HaKOBO OOBENEThCSA TUHYTU!"

TyT 4opT, 10 OOBTO nexaB 0e3 OyAb-IKOro pyxy, 3acTpubaB y MilIKy 3 pagocTi; Ta
KOBaJb, IOAYMAaBIIH, IO BiH SK-HEOYOb 3aUeNuB MIllIOK PYKOIO i CIIPUYMHUB CaM IeH PyX,
yAapuB IO MIIIKy Ay>KMM KYyJIakKOM i, CTPYCHYBIIK HUM Ha IJiedax, mogaBcsa go Ilysatoro
[Tamoka.

Lle# Tly3aTuii [Tairok cupaBai OyB KOIUCH 3alI0POXKIIEM; ajie UM MOTr0 MPOTHAJU, YU BiH
caM yTiK i3 3amopoxKXKs, bOT0 HIXTO He 3HaB. [laBHO BXKe, POKIB 3 JeCiITh, a MOXe U
II'ATHAOUATH, K BiH KUB y [IvukaHbIli. CIIOYaTKy BiH XKUB, IK CIIPaBXKHIN 3all0pPOXKellb: HIYOT0
He poOuB, CllaB TPU YBEPTi AHS, IB 3a IIICTHOX KOCAPiB i BUNIMBAB 3a OOHUM OyXOM MaJlo He
11ine Bigpo; a BTiM, Oyno Kynu ¥ Brmi3Tu: 60 ITaIftok, Xo4 Ha 3piCT i HeBeIUKuUM, aje BIIUp OyB
DOCUTh BaXKKMU. [0 TOT0 XK IIapoBapH, SIKi HOCUB BiH, OyNIM TaKi IIKXPOKI, 110 X04 K OU BiH
CTYNuB, HIir 30BciM OyJI0 He MOMITHO, i, 3gaBanoCs, TopiTyaHuil KamoBO CyHYB BYIHUIE.
MabyTs, caMe 1ie ¥ gano mpuBifg mpo3BaTu Koro Ilysatum. He MuHyno U KinbKa AHIB, 5K
npubyB BiH OO cena, a BCi BxKe Oi3HanuCs, 10 BiH 3Haxap. YU XBOPiB XTO Ha IIOChH, 3apas3
knukaB [lamioka; a [TamokoBi focuTh OyI0 TiMbKY NMOLIENTATH KiNbKa CIIiB, i HEOyTy Hade
PYKOI0 XTO 3HiMaB. Yu TpaAIIISANOCh, 110 3TOJIONHINMNY OBOPSHUH BOABUBCS KiCTKOIO 3 pudu,
[Tamok yMiB Tak [0 AiNna BHApUTHA B CIUHY, L0 KiCTKa IpOXOofguia, Kygu il ciim, He
BUMHUBINK HiSKOl IIKOOU OBOPSHCBKOMY ropiny. OcTaHHIM YacoM KMOro pigko Oayunu pe-
HeOyab. [IpuunHOIO 1IbOT0 Oya, MOXKJIKUBO, JIiHb, @ MOXKJIMBO, 1 Te, 110 IIPOJA3UTH B ABEPi



CTaBajio HOMy 3 KOXHHM POKOM Tsxkue. Tofi MUPSAHU MOBUHHI Oy/u BUPYLIATH [0 HHOTO
caMi, SIKIIIO Maju IKy IoTpeoy.

KoBanb He 6e3 1mo000BaHHS BiqunMHUB ABepi i mobauuB [TaIfoka, 10 CUIiB Ha HOJTIBII IO-
TYPEeLbKOMY Iepeq HeBeNIMKOI MiKKOI0, Ha AKiM CTOsAa MHCKa 3 rajdymkaMu. s Mucka
CTOsiNIa, IK HABMUCHO, BPiBeHb 3 KOr0 pOTOM. He MOBOPYXHYBLIX ¥ IasblieM, BiH HAXUJIUB
TPOXHU T'OJIOBY IO MUCKH i CbOp0OaB IOIIKY, Xalalouy 4acoM 3y0aMu rajTylIKi.

"Hi, uen", mogymaB Bakyna co0i: "me nmepauimui 3a Yy0a: TOM NpUHAUMHI X049 ICTh
JI0KKOI0; a LIeH 1 pyKy He Xoue mipgHaTu!"

[Taimiok, MaOyTh, AyXe 3auHsATUN OyB ranyumkamu, 60, 3gaBanocs, 30BCiM i He TTOMITHB,
SIK IIPAUIIOB KOBaJlb, IKUH, JIe[iIBe CTYIUBILIX Ha IOPIT, BiAAaB HOMYy IPEHU3EHbKUM YKITiH.

"4 mo TBo€I MunocTi mpuiioB, [Tamok!" cka3aB Bakyina, KIaHSIIOYKUCH 3HOBY.

ToBcTtui [Ta1ok migBiB rojioBy, Ta 3HOBY 3aXOAUBCS CbOPOATH TalyIIKU.

"Tu, KaXyTh, He IIPOTHIBANCS Ha LIbOMY CJIOBi..." CKa3aB, HaOUPAIYUCh AyXYy, KOBaJlb: "5
Be[ly IIpO Iie MOBY He [Jisg TOro, 100 ToOi 3aBOaTu SAKOICh KPUBOM, MOBOOUIICS TPOXHU
poguyeM 4opToBi".

[IpomoBuBIIM Li cl0Ba, Bakysa 3715KaBCsd, IOLYMaBIIY, 110 BUCJIIOBUB BCE Iie MPSIMO 1
MaJjio 3M'AKIIUB IOCTPi CI0Ba, 1 XKAy4yu, wo [laiffok, CXONUBIIYU OiXKKY pa3oM 3 MUCKOIO,
IIIIypHE WOMY IIPOCTO B TOJIOBY, BiICTYIIMB TPOXM i 3aTy/IUBCS pyKaBoM, 11100 Tapsda IOIIKa 3
rajgymox He 3abpu3skana oMy o0auyus. Ase [lallfok IOT/ISIHYB i 3HOBY 3aXOOUBCS CchopOaTu
TaIyLIKH.

[TinbambopeHUM KOBaJlb HABAXKUBCS T'OBOPUTH Hani: "o TeOe mpuiimnios, ITalok, mai
T00i, 60Ke, BChOT0, moOpa BCSAKOTr0 mocxouy, xmiba B mpomopuii”. KoBanb iHOAi BMiB BKUHYTH
MOJHe CJIiBIle; B IbOMY BiH HajlamaBcs, OyBmu Ine B [lonTaBi, KOIM po3MalibOByBaB
COTHHMKOBI fiepeB'asHUY napkKaH. "[IponafgaTy HJOBOOUTHCS MEHi, IPilIHOMY! HIIO He ITOMarae
Ha cBiTi! lo Oyne, Te 1 Oyzne, a JOBOOUTHLCS IIPOCUTH JTaCKH B camoro dopTa. o x, [Tamook?"
IIPOMOBUB KOBaJlb, 0aUMBIIM HE3MIHHY HOT0 MOBYAHKY: "II0 Mai poOuTu?"

"Konu Tpeba dopTa, TO ¥ igu cobi mo yopra", BimmoBiB I1aIfiok, He 3BOASYM HA HHOTO
O4Yey Ta fajli KOBTAI4M rajlyIiKy.

"Il;s TOTO 51 U IpUMIIOB [0 Tebe", Ka3aB KOBaJlb, KIAHAIOUYUCH: "KpiM Tebe, AyMalo, HiXTO
Ha BCIM CBITI He 3HA€ OO0 HLOT'O JOPOTH".

[Tamtok Hi c71oBa, i HoimaB pelITy raayuok. "3pobu acky, 4oioBiue qobpuii, He BigMOB!"
HanocigaB KoBah: "4u CBUHUHU, KoBOac, 60OpOITHA IpedaHoro, Hy, MOJIOTHA, IIIIOHA, YU 1Ie
yoro iHmoro, konu tpeba Oyme... K 3BUYaWHO MiXK J0OpPUMHU NTIOObMHU BOOUTHLCH... HE
IIOCKYNIMMOCH... PO3Kaxu X04, K, IPUMIPOM CKa3aTH, IOTPAIUTU [0 HEOI0 Ha Jopory?"

"Tomy He Tpeba maneKko XOOUTH, B KOT'O YOPT 3a IjeuyuMa', mpoMoBuB Oalinyxke [TaIfox,
He PyXalyucCh.

Bakyra BUTPIillIMB Ha HHOT'O 04i, HAa4YeOTO Ha 7100i B HHOT'0 OyJI0 HAIlMCAHO MOSICHEHHS IUX
cniB. Illo BiH roBopuTh? 0€3MOBHO 3amuTyBajla MOro MiHa; a pPO33SBIIeHUU POT OYB
HAIlOrOTOBI IIPOTJIMHYTH, AK TajyllKy, Ieplie-Jiiile CJI0BO.

Are [Ia1tok MOBYaB.

Tyt nomitus Bakya, o Hi ranymok, Hi OiXKKU nepef HUM He OyIo0; a 3aMiCTh HUX



CTOSINI Ha [OJiBI [IBi JepeB'sHi MUCKY; ofHa Oyja TOBHA BapEHUKIB, Apyra CMeTaHu. [JyMKU
10T0 i 04i MUMOXiTh 3BepHYNUCS Ha 1i cTpaBu. "[loguBMMOCH", Ka3aB BiH caM fio cebe, "dK I1e
oyne Ilawtok icTu BapeHuKU. HaxunsiTuck BiH, IIeBHO, He Ccxoue, 100 chopOaTH, K ranyliku,
Ta ¥ He MOoxKHa: 60 Tpeba BapeHUKa CIepIly BMOYUTH B CMETaHY".

TinbKY BiH yCTUT IIOAyMaTH e, gK [IallloK po334BUB POTa; IOOUBUBCSA Ha BapEHUKHU i IIje
Oinbure po33sgBUB poTa. Tondi BapeHUK BUCKOYUB 3 MUCKH, ITyOOBCHYB y CMETaHY,
IIePEeKUHYBCS Ha Apyrui 0iK, MigcKo4YuB yropy i sKkpa3 moTpanuB oMy B poT. [Taiiok 3'iB i
3HOBY PO33SBUB POTa, i BAPEHUK TaKUM CAMHUM CII0COO0OM IMOMaHIPYBaB 3HOBY. A MOT0 TiTbKU
11 poboTtu OyJ10, 110 XKyBaTU Ta KOBTATH.

"bau, gKe guBo!" mogymaB KOBajib, PO335BJISI0YM Bifl 30UBYBaHHA pPOTa, i TY XK MUTh
IIOMITHUB, III0 BapeHUK JIi3e i 1OMy B POT i BXe IIoMacCTuB Ir'y0u cMeTaHO0. BiminxHyBiu
BapeHUK Ta BTeplIu rybu, KOBajlb I04aB PO3AYyMYyBaTH IIpO Te, SKi guBa OyBalOTh Ha CBITi Ta
IO AKUX TIIBKY MYOPOCTEU NOBOLUTH JIIOAUHY HEUYUCTA CUJla, 3ayBaXXUBIIU IIPU TOMY, IO
opuH TineKu [lallfok MOXKe OONOMOITH “OMYy. "BKIOHIOCH MOMY 1€, Xall PO3TIYMadyuTh K
crip... OgHak, 10 3a Y4opT! TaX ChOTOAHI rOJIoflHA KYTS, a BiH ICTh BAapEHUKH CKOPOMHi!
fAxuy 3 MeHe CIIpaBhi OypeHb, CTOIO TYT Ta I'pixa Habupatocs! Hazan!" i m060KHUN KOBAJb
IIPOKOTroM BuOIr 3 XaTH.

A mpoTe YOpT, IO CUMIB y MIIlIKy Ta 3a3gajierifb yKe pajiiB, He Mir BUTEPHiTH, 1100
BHCJIM3HYJIa 3 KOT0 PYK Taka foOpa 3mo0uy. K TimbKu KOBajb CIIYCTUB MIIIIOK, BiH BUCKOYUB
3 HbOT'O U CiB BepXu MOMY Ha IIHIO.

Mopo3 miioB 1mo3a IMKipoo ¥ KOBajisd; MepesKaBIIuch Ta 30/IiIHYyBIIM, He 3HaB BiH, III0
POOUTH, BXKe XOTiB MEPEXPECTUTHUCS... Alle YOPT, HAXUIUBIIYU CBiil co0aUYUM MHUCOK KOMY [0
IIPaBOTO ByXa, CKa3as: "Lle s — TBi#l Apyr; Bce 3po0iio Ayist ToBapuilia ¥ apyra! I'poiest nam,
CKinbKM XOuem", MUCKHYB BiH oMy Ha qiBe Byxo. "OkcaHa Oyme ChOrOfHi X Hama",
IPOWIENOTIB BiH, HAXUISAKYU CBiM NUCOK 3HOBY OO IpaBoro Byxa. KoBanb CTO4B,
PO30yMYIOYH.

"3ropma", cka3aB BiH HapelITi: "3a TaKy I[iHy roToBu# OyTH TBOIM!"

YopT cnnecHyB pyKaMu i modaB 3 pPafoCTi rajomyBaTy Ha INui KoBans. "Temep yxe
nomnascs KoBajib!" mopymaB BiH co0i: "Temep s Biggsdy T006i, rony04uKy, 3a BCi TBOI
MaJlOBaHHS Ta HeOWIUIi, 110 T BUTagyBaB Ha 4opTiB! Illo Temep ckKaXyTh MOi TOBapHIIIi,
KOJIY [i3HAIOThCS, 1[0 HAMMOOOXKHIMNUN Ha BCe CeJI0 YOJIOBIK y MoiXx pykax?" TyT 4oprt
3acMifiBCS 3 pafocCTi, 3rafjaBIlM, AK APaXHUTHMMe B IIEKJII BCe XBOCTaTe KOOJO, K
JIIOTYyBaTUMe KPUBUU YOPT, SIKOTO BBaXKaJIM MiK HUMHU IIePIIUM Ha BUTALKU.

"Hy, Bakymno!" nponuinas 4opT, TaK caMO He 371a354u 3 Imui, Hibu 6os4ucs, mob Toi He
BTiK: "TH 3HaE€, 110 663 KOHTPAKTy Hi40ro He poOUThCS".

"d srogHmi!" cka3aB KOBajb: "y Bac, I 4yB, PO3MUCYIOThCI KPOB'I0; CTPUBAU XKe, I
nictaHy 3 KuieHi nsgxa!" TyT BiH 3akiiaB Ha3aj PyKy — Ta Xall 4yopTa 3a XBiCT.

"Bau, axuu KapTyH!" 3aKpruyaB CMIIOYUCH YOPT: "HY, F'OOi, KUHB yXKe mycTyBaTu!"

"CtpuBaii, Tony04uuKy!" 3akpuyaB KoBallb: "a OCb Iie K T00Oi BumacTthcsa?" [Ipu mpomy
CJIOBi BiH MOKJIaB XpecTa, i YOPT 3po0MBCS TaKuM TUXWM, MOB SATHATKO. "[locTpuBaii xke",
CKa3aB BiH, CTATAIYY HOI'0 3a XBICT Ha 3eMJI0: '3HATHUMell T B MeHe, K IIifI'I00XKyBaTu Ha



rpix moOpux miofeit i yecHUX xpucTusgH". TyT KOBalb CKOUYMB Ha HHOTO BEPXU i IMigHSB PYKY,
HaMIpSAI4YUCh TEPEXPECTUTH.

"3munyiicsg, Bakyno!" xanibHo mpocTorHaB 4opT: "BCe, 4oro ToOi Tpeba, Bce 3p0obiio,
IIYCTY TiJIbKY [OYIIYy Ha [IOKasgHHA: He KJIaJu Ha MeHe CTpallHoro xpecra!"

"Ara, OChb SIKMM T'0JIOCOM 3acCIliBaB, HiMellb IPOKJISTHN? Temep s 3Haio, 110 pooutu. Be3u
MeHe 3apa3-Taku Ha cobi! uyyem? Ta neTu K ntuus!”

"Kygu?" npOMOBUB CMyTHUY YOPT.

"B IleTepOypr, mpocTo mo mapuii!" i KoBanb 06iMIiB Bifg cTpaxy, MOo4YyBaloudu, K

MiTiiMa€TLCS B MOBITPS.
Ka3aJio, 1[0 BOHAa 3aHA[TO KOPCTOKO noBejiacsa 3 HUM. IIlo, Koy BiH cnipaBhi HaBaXUTHCA Ha
mo-Hebyab cTpaimHe? Yoro gobporo! Moxke, BiH 3 Topsi HAMUCIUTH 3aKOXaTUCS B iHIIY i 3
mocagy CTaHe Ha3WBATH 1l MePINoi0 KpacyHelo Ha ceni. Ta Hi, BiH MeHe mo6uTh. 4 Taka
rapHa! BiH MeHe Hi3allo He IIPOMiHs€; BiH NyCTye, NPUKUAaeThCa. He MUHe U XBUIUH
IecsTh, sIK BiH, MaOyTh, Ipuiifie TISHYTH Ha MeHe. f ¥ crpaBfi cyBopa. Tpeba Oynme oMy
matu, HiOu 3HexoTs, mouinyBaTtu cebe. OTo BiH 3pamie! i mycTOTAMBa KpacyHS BXKe
JKapTyBaJja 3i cBoiMu mogpyramu. "CrtpuBaiiTe!" cKa3ana ofHa 3 HUX: "KOBaJlb 3a0yB MiIlIKu
CBOI; TJISIHbTE: SIKi cTpamHi Mimku! BiH He mo-HaIIOMYy HAKOJSAyBaB: S OyMalo, CIOOU TI0
iy yBepTi OapaHa Kupasny; a KoBbac Ta xyiiba, MabyTh, i He 3miunuTu. Po3kim! 1ini cBgta
MOXkKHa 00'imaTucs".

"lle xoBameBi mimku?" migxonuna OKcaHa: "TATHIMO Mepilii iX [0 MeHe B XaTy Ta
PO3OUBUMOCH TapHEHbBKO, YOTr0O BiH CIOAU HakjaB". Yci, cMilo4ucCh, CXBajluIU TakKy
IIPOIIO3ULIIO.

"Ane Mu He migiimMeMo ix!" 3akpuyasna Bcs opba panToM, CUNIKYIYUCH 3PYIIUTHU MIIIKH.

"[TocTpuBanTe", ckasana OkcaHa: "mMo0iKMMO XYTEHLKO IO CAaHKM Ta OBE3EMO
caHkamu!"

[ rypT no6ir 1Mo caHKHU.

[TonoHeHUM [yKe HagOKY4HUJIO CUMITH B MilllKaX, flapMa, II0 ASK pO3KoJynaB gy cebe
nanelleM yuMany gipky. Komu 6 me He O6yno Hapomy, To, MoXke, BiH 3HalmmoB 0u crocib i
BUJII3TH; ajle BUJII3TU 3 MillIKa IIPU BCiX, T0OKa3aTu cebe Ha cMix... Lle cTpumyBano 1oro, i BiH
BUPIIlIMB YeKaTH, 3JIerKa TiMbKU IMOKPEKTYI0UH Iif HeBBiunuBuMU Uy6oBuMU 40oOiTEMU. Uy0
caM He MeHIN 0OaxkaB BOJIi, Bif4yBalo4H, 110 il HUM JIEKUTh IIOCh TaKe, Ha YOMY CHUMITH
cTpax Oyno He3pyuHO. Ta KoM MOYYB, 110 BUPilIMiIa HOT0 I0YKa, TO 3aCIOKOIBCS i He XOTiB
yKe BUJIa3UTH, MipKYIO4H, 10 OO XaTU CBOEl Tpeba OyJio IpoyuTHU NpUHAKXMHI KPOKiB 3 COTHIO,
a To Ie ¥ Opyry. A Bumismu, Tpeba MpUYenypuTuCh, 3aCTeOHYTH KOXKYyXa, Mifnepe3aTuch, —
CKiNbKM-TO mpali! Ta ¥ Kanenioxu 3anumunucsa B Conoxu. Hexal ke Kpalle AiBdara
IOBe3yTh Ha caHKaX. Aje cTajocsl 30BCiM He Tak, fIK crnofiBaBcsa Uy0: y Tou dac, KOIU
miByaTa MoOIryIK 10 CaHKU, CYXOPJISIBUM KyM BUXOIUB 3 IIMHKY 30eHTeXeHu i He B ;oOpoMy
HacTpoi. [[IluHKapkKa ax HifAK He HaBaXyBajlach faBaTu Momy Habip; BiH XoTiB Oyno
NOXKUATUCS B IMIMHKY, MOXKe, TakK¥ NMpuiifie AKUK-HeOyab 1000XKHUYN IBOPSHUH i TOYaCTYeE
110T0; ane, IK HaBMHUCHO, BCi IBOPSHU cupninu cobi goMma i, 9K 4eCHi XpUCTUSHU; 1IU KYTIO



cepel CBOiX oMallHix. Po3gyMmyiouu mpo 3incyTTs 3BUYaiB Ta iepeB'sHe ceplie XKUMIBKH, 110
nmpofaBajia ToOpifnKy, KyM HaOpiB Ha MilKM i cTaB 3guBOBaHuM. "bay, gKi MIiIIKKA XTOCh
IIOKKMHYB Ha OOpPo3i!" cKa3aB BiH, OT/IsAAl04YUCh Ha BCi 00KU: "MalOyTh, TYyT i CBUHUHA E.
[Toni3no XK KOMYCh LIACTs HAKOJISAYBaTH CTiJIbKM BCSIKOI BCIumHM! AKi cTpammHi mimku!
Hexall MoHabuWBaHO 'IX caMUMU I'pedyaHuMKaMU Ta KopkaMmi, i To fobpe; xo4 6u Oynu TyT caMi
TIIBKY MAJITHAUL, 1 TO CMaK: XUOIBKa 3a KOXKHY [TAJITHULIIO Ja€ BOCbMYXy ropinku. [lotartu
mBupe, o6 xto He nobauyus”. TyT 3aBmaaB BiH co0i Ha medi Mimok 3 UyOoM Ta 3 ASKOM,
ase BifuyB, IO BiH 3aHafTo Baxkkui. "Hi, camoMy Oyfe BakKKO HeCTH'", IPOMOBHUB BiH, "a 0OCb,
dK Ha Te, ine Tka4d lanysanenko. 3gqopos, Ocrame!"

"ITobporo 3mOpoB's", CKa3aBs, 3yMUHUBILINCS, TKay.

"Kynou upgem?"

"A Tax. Imy, Kyou HOTH ULOYTR".

"Tlomoxu, 4YonoBiue HOOPHUY, MILIKM BigHeCTH! XTOCh KOJAAYyBaB, Ta I IOKUHYB Cepef
noporu. [JoOpoM mOmiTuMOCS T10 TTOJIOBUHI".

"Mimkn? a 3 YUM MIIIKU: 3 KHUIIAMU Y4 3 NaJITHUAISIMEI?"

"Ta, mymaro, BChOTO €".

TyT BUCMUKHYJIM BOHU II0XAIIEM i3 TUHY 10 KiJIKY, [IOKJIaJIA Ha HUX MILIOK 1 IOHEC/IX Ha
njeyvax.

"Kyaou XK nmoseceMo ¥Oro? g0 WKXHKY?" CIUTaB JOPOrOI0 TKay.

"BoHo 6 i 1 Tak mymas, 00 J0 MIMHKY; Ta IPOK/IATA XKUAIBKA He IOBIPUTh, IOAyMae IIe,
1110 fe-HeOyab YKpasy; OO TOTO X, S TiJIbKY 10 3 IIKHKY. MU BifHeceMo M0To 10 MeHe B XarTy.
HamM HiXTO He cTaHe Ha 3aBafi: )KIHKK HeMa goMma".

"Uu cripaBmi K HeMa fioMa?" ciuTaB 00epeXHUM TKady.

"CnaBa 6ory, Mu He 30BCiM Iife 6€3 Tny3ay", cka3aB KyM: "4opT Ou IOHIC MeHe TyOH, 1e
BOHa. BoHa, neBHO, TaratuMeThcsa 3 6abamu fo cBiTy". "XTO TaM?" 3aKprUyana KyMoBa XKiHKa,
IOYYBIIX TOMiH y CiHSIX, BUMHEHUM MPUXOOOM [OBOX IPUATENIB 3 MIIIKOM, i BITUMHSAIOYHU
aBepi.

Kyw™ ocToBmiB.

"OT T0Oi ¥ Ha!" MPOMOBUB TKa4, ONyCTUBIIN PYKHU.

KyMmoBa xkiHka Oyna Taku# ckap0, sKux uumano Ha Oinmomy cBiti.; Tak camo, 5K i ii
Y0JIOBIK, BOHA MalXKe HIKOJIM He CHU[iNla oMa, a MaJio He LiIuY JeHb Tepjacs 0 KyMacsaXx Ta
3aMOXHUX 0abycsx, XBanusa Ta i71a 3 BeJIUKUM CMakKoM i 6unacs TinmbKd paHKaMHu 3i CBOIM
4yoJi0BikKOM, 60 B 1e# TinbKW 4ac i 6auyuna ioro iHomi. Xara ixHs Oyjla BABOE CTapilla 3a
ImapoBapyu BOJIOCHOTO NHKcCaps; MOKPiBAg y mesdkux Micusax Oyna 6e3 conoMu. 3 THHY
3anumarnocs HebaraTo, 00 BCIKUU, XTO BUXOAUB 3 IOMY, HiKonu He OpaB Iinka Ha cobax,
CIIOAiBAIOYMCH, 110 IPOXOAUTHUME I0B3 KYMiB IOpOJ i BUCMUKHE KUY CX04e 3 UOT0 THUHY. B
1eyi He TONMUJIOCS [HIB IO TpHU. Bce, 110 TiMbKM HAaIPOCUTH HiKHa OpPYyXKHKHA B J0OpUX IT0OeH,
XOBajla BOHa SKOMOTa [ali Big CBOr0 40JI0OBiKa i 4yacTO caMoOIpaBHO Bimbupasa B HHOTO
30001y, IKINO TifIbKY BiH He BCTUTaB NPONUTH 11 B MUHKY. KyM, X04 3aBxkau nepebyBas y
Oalimy2KOMy HaCTpOl, He JTI00KB IIOCTYIATUCS Mepen Heto, i TOMy MaJjio He 3aBXKIY BUXOOUB 3
oMy 3 JIiXTapsIMHU IIifi oY¥MMa, a 1o0a IO0JI0BKMHA, OWKalo4y, IJIeHTanacs po3ka3yBaTu 6abaM



po OeIIKeTHUIITBO CBOTO YOJIOBiKa Ta Mpo mo6ol, SKUX 3a3Halla BOHA Bifl HHOTO.

Temep MoxHa co0i yaBuUTH, K Oynu ClaHTENWYEHi TKa4y Ta KyM TaKUM HeCIOLiBaHUM
sBumeM. CIIyCTUBIIN MIIIOK, BOHU 3aCTYIUIN XOro co000 ¥ 3aKpUJIU I10JIaMU; Ta Bke Oyo
Ii3HO: KyMOBa XiHKa, X04 i moraHo 0auuia CTapeydMy OYKUMa, IPoTe MIlokK momituna. "Och
e nobpe!" ckalzana BOHa 3 TaKUM BUTJISAOM, V IKOMY IoMiTHa Oyya pamicts scTpyba. "Le
noOpe, 110 HAKOISAAYBaJKd CTibKKU! O0TaK 3aBXKOU POOJSTh HoOpi M0, TiMbKY Hi, 1 OyMmalo,
nech nouynuinu. [IokaxiTh MeHi 3apa3, 4yeTe, IOKaXiTh 3apa3-TaKy MILIOK Bami!"

"Jlucuii migpKo TOOI IOoKaxXxe, a He MU", CKa3aB, Mif0afibOPUBIIKUCH, KyM.

"To0i sgKe mino?" cka3aB TKay: "MU HaKOJISITyBallu, a He TH".

"Hi, Tv MeHi noKaxell, Mep3eHHUN II'HI0r0!" CKpUKHYJIa XIHKa, BOapUBIIU BUCOKOTO
KyMa KyJlaKoM Y Tmimbopigas # moOupaloduch A0 MillKa. Ajle TKa4 i KyM MYXKHbO BigCTOSINH
MIIIOK i TpuMyCHIH 11 mofgaTucs Ha3af. He BCTUTTIM BOHU onaM'dTaTHUCh, IK BOHa BUCKOYMIIA
B CiHU BXKe 3 KOI}00010 B pyKax. [IpoBOpHO NTyCHYyJIa KO1060I0 Y0JIOBiKa IO pyKax, TKada IIo
CIIUHI i BXXe cTosna 0ins mimka.

"fIK XKe 1le MU JOMyCTHUIM 11?" CKa3aB TKay, omnaM'siTaBmuCk. "Ere, sk Mu gonyctunu! a
Yoro TH JOMYCTUB?" CcKa3aB CIOKilHO KyM. "Y Bac KoIfto0a, BUOHO, 3ami3Ha!" cKas3aB micnis
He[0Brol MOBUYAHKMU TKay, YyXaluu CIUHY. "Mos XiHKa Kynuja TOTO POKY Ha SipMapkKy
KOI[f00y; mana MiBKONH, aje Ta Hidoro... He 6onsiue..."

TuMyacoM nepeMOoXKHULA-KiHKa, I0OCTaBUBILIY Ha [OJIIBKY KaraHellb, po3B'sd3ajla MiIlIOK 1
3aryisHysa B HbOTIO.

Ta, MaOyTh, cTapedi ii o4i, 1110 Tak mo6pe mobayuny MillloK, HOT0 Pa3y MOMUNUIUCE: "E,
Ta TYT JIEXKUTh Liui KabaH!" CKpUKHYJIAa BOHA, CIJIECHYBIIU 3 PAfOCTi B JOJIOHI.

"Kabau! gyemr, minuii kaban!" mroBxas TKad Kyma: "a BCce TU BUHEH!"

"IIlo k poOUTU?" IPOMOBUB, 3HU3YIOYY IIJIeYNMa, KyM.

"fK m0? Yoro Mu cToiMO? BimbepimMo Mimok! Hy, mounHau!"

"Imu reTs! reTh! 1€ Ham KabaH!" KpHYaB BUCTYIAlOYM TKay.

"TeTs, TeTh, YopTOBa 0abo! 11e He TBOE MOOPO!" Ka3aB HAONMMKAIOYUCH KYM.

2KiHka B34jacs 3HOBY 3a KoIto0y, ane Uy0 y Ijell 4yac BUJIi3 3 MilllKa ! CTaB IIOCEPEN
CiHeW, IOTATAIYUCH, AK JIIONUHA, 110 TUIPKU-HO IPOKUHYJIACA TICIIS JOBIOro CHY.

KymoBa XiHKa CKpUKHYJa, BOapuBIIM 00 IOJIX PyKaMH, i BCi MUMOBOJIi TOPO335BIILIN
POTH.

"IITo x BOHa, AypHa, Kaxke: KabaH! 11e He KabaH!" cka3aB KyM, BUPSYUBIIIYU OYi.

"bay4, 9KOro 4oJioBiKa KMHYJIO B MIIIOK!" CKa3aB TKay, 3aAKyudu 3 nepeisky. "o xou
KaXXM, X04 JIyCHHU, a He obilioca 6e3 HeuucTol cunu. Bin xe He mposise y BikHO!"

"Ile kyM!" CKpUKHYB, IPUOUBUBIINUCEH, KyM.

"A T X myMaB xT0?" cka3aB Uy0, mocmixatouucs. "Ilfo, rapHy 5 BTSIB 3 BAaMU LITYKY? a
BY, MaOyTh, XOTiIKM MeHe 3'ICTH 3aMicTh CBUHUHU. CTpUBaNTe XK, I BaC MOTilly: B MiIKy
JIeKUTH IIe I0Ch, KONMU He KabaH, To, MaOyTh, IOPOCS UM iHIIa XKUBHICTh. [1imo MHOIO
Oe3mepecTaHKy II0Ch BOPYIIXAIIOCH" .

TkKa4 Ta KyM KHHYJIUCH [0 MilllKa, TOCIIOAUHS OOMY BYenunacs 3 gpyroro 060ky, i Oifika
3upHHUNacs 6u 3HOBY, AKOM OSK caM, moOadyuWBINK Telep, II0 HeEMa KyOu HOiTUCh, He



BUAPSANABCA 3 MIIIKa.

KyMoBa XiHKa, OCTOBIIiBIIIM, BUIIYCTHJIa 3 PYK HOTY, 3a Ky Ilo4daja Oyna TATTH OgKa 3
MIIIKa.

"Och 1 gpyruiy we!" CKpUKHYB 3J/IIKaHO TKa4, "4OpPT 3HAaE, K I10BEJIOCh Ha CBITi... T0JI0Ba
o0epToM ife... He KoBOACH ¥ MaSHUIL, a JIofel KUAaloTh Y Mimku!"

"Lle msk!" mpoMoBUB 3uKUBOBaHUY OinbIne Bifm ycix Yy6: "oT To6i #1 Maemt! oT Tak Cornoxa!
II0CaJOBUTH B MilIOK... To X TO, 1 6auy, B Hel IOBHA XaTa MilKiB... Temnep g Bce 3Halo: y Hel
B KOKHOMY MIIIKY CHUMINIO0 [10 IBa YOJIOBIKU. A g yMmaB, II0 BOHA TiJILKU MeHi caMOMYy... OT
T00i 11 Cosoxa!"

[liB4aTa TpPOX¥ 3MUBYBaJIKMCh, HE 3HAWIIOBIIM OJHOTO0 Mimka. "Hidoro pobutu, 6yne 3 Hac
i mporo”, mebetana OkcaHa.

Bci rypToM y3snucs Do MilllKa U [TOKJIajiyd UOr0 Ha CaHKWU.

['onoBa BUPIMIMB MOBYATH, MipKYyIO4HU: KOJIHU BiH 3aKpUUUTh, 100 MOTO BUNYCTUNIHU U
PO3B'si3anu MIlllOK — AYpPHi giB4aTa po36ixKaThCs; MOOYMalOTh, 110 B MIIlIKy CUAUThH OUSBOI, i
BiH 3aJIMIIUTLCA Ha BYJIUL, MOXKe, ¥ [0 3aBTpa.

[liB4aTa TUMYACOM, OPYKHO B34BIIKUCH 3a PYKU, IOMYAIU K BUXOP, 3 CAHKAMHU II0
CKpUIIy4oMy CHIiry. baraTo sKi 3 HUX NYCTYIOYH, CifaJy Ha CaHKY; IHII BUJIa3UJIU HaBITh Ha
caMoro rojyoBy. ['onoBa BUpIilIUB MepeTepniTu Bce. HapemrTi npuixanu, BiMUMHUIM HaBCTiXK
CiHeIIH]1 ¥ XaTHi ABepi i 3 perotoM ytarnu Mimok. "[loguBHMOCH, IO TYT JIEXKUTH",
3aKpuyaiy BCi, KUHYBIIUCEH PO3B'A3yBaTH.

TyT rukaBka, 1110 He IlepecTaBajla My4UTH [OJI0OBY BeCh 4ac, KOJIU BiH CUMIB y MIIIKy, TaK
IIOCUJIMJIAChH, LI0 BiH [I0YaB 'MKAaTHU Ta KallIATUA Ha BCce ropso. "Ou, TyT CUAUTH XTOCH!"
3aKpuyYany BCl 1 3 Ilepesiky KUHYIUCE [eTh y OBepi.

"IITo 3a 4opT! Kyau 1ie Bac HeCe, MOB OUMaHinux?" cka3aBs, BXOAsuu B ABepi, Uyo.

"Ou, taty!" npomoBuia OkcaHa: "y MIIIKY CUIUTH XTOCB".

"B MImKy? [e BU B3SJIY Led MIIIoK?"

"KoBasib KMHYB MOI'0 Cepef 4Oporu”, ckasau BCl Bpas.

"Hy, Tak: xiba Xk He Ka3aB 1", mogymaB co6i Uy0. "Horo x BU 3NsKanuCca? MOAUBAMOCH:
aHy, 40JIOBiue, MPOIITY He IPOTHIBATHUCS, 1110 HE Ha3WBAEMO Ha iM's Ta 1o OaThbKOBi, BUa3b 3
Mimka!"

[Conosa Buiis.

"Ou!" CKpUKHYyJU OiBYaTa.

"] ronoBa Bni3 Tyau X", Ka3aB caM 0 ceOe BpaxeHuu Yy0, ornisiga0dy UOro 3 TOJIOBU 1O
Hir. "On gxk!.. E!.." Ginbiile BiH HiYOro HE Mir cKa3aTH.

F'omoBa ¥ cam OyB He MeHIIe 30eHTeXeHUM i He 3HaB, 110 moyaTu. "MalyTbh, HafBOPi
X0JI0[IHO?" CKa3aB BiH, 3BepTai4uch 1o Yyoba.

"Mopo3sens €", BinnoBiB Uy06: "a mo3Bonb cnuTaTd Tebe, YUM TH MacTHIl cobi 4oboTH,
cMasblieM 4y OborTeM?" BiH XOTIB He Te CKa3aTH, BiH XOTIB CIUTATU: K THU, TOJIOBO, 3ai3 y
I[eil MIIIOK; aje caM He PO3yMiB, IK BUMOBHUB 30BCiM iHme. "[[borTeM Kpaige!" cka3as
ronosa. "Hy, OyBaii 3mopoB, YyOe!" i, HaCyHyBIIM Kalle/TI0X1, BUMIIIOB 3 XaTH.

"Hagio 11e s 3amMTaB 30ypy, YUM BiH MacTUTh 4o00Tu!" mpoMoBuB Uy0, mornsigaryu Ha



nBepi, Kyou BUKLIOB rojoBa: "Hy, i Conoxa! Takoro 4osjoBika 3acafguTy B Mimok!., 6ay,
yopToBa 0aba! a 51 mypeHb... Ta fe K TOU MPOKJIATUHN MIIoK?"

"¢l kuHy”a oro B KYTOK, TaM Oinbine Hivoro HeMma'", cka3ana OkcaHa.

"3Haro A Ii WTYKU, HIY0T0 HeMa! JaiiTe MOTO0 CIOAM: TaM Ie OOWH CUAUTH! CTPYCHITH
11Or0 TapHEHBKO... 1110, HeMa? 0ady, mpokisaTa 6aba! a MOgUBUTHCEH HA Hei: K CBSITA, HaYe U
CKOPOMHOTI'0 HiKO/IN He Opaja B poT".

Ane nokuHbMO UyOa BUNIMBATU Ha JO3BiJUIL CBOIO HOCany i BepHIMOCH 10 KoBass, 00 Bxe
HaJBOPi, IeBHO, TOOWHA [IeB'sTa.

Cnoyatky CcTpalllHO 3hajocd Bakysii, KOy HifgHSBCSA BiH Bifj 3eMJIl Ha TaKy BUCOTY, 110
HiYOro BxKe He Mir 6aYuTH BHU3Y, Ta IPOJIETIB, IK MyXa, IIiff caMUM MicslleM Tak, 1[0 AKOu
He HaXWJIMBCS TPOXH, TO 3a¥enuB O MOro mankoi. OgHaK TPOXM 3rofoM BiH Iig0ambopuBCs
1 BXe CTaB HaBiTh KENKyBaTU 3 4OpTA. Horo 3a6aBmsino Ham3BUYANHO, K 4OPT UXaB i
KallJISIB, KOJIM BiH CKUAAB 3 LIMi KUIIapHCOBOI'0 XPeCTHKa Ta MigHOCUB [0 HbOro. HaBMUCHO
nigiiMaB BiH PyKy IOYyXaTHu TOJIOBY, @ YOPT, AyMalo4H, 110 M0oro 36UparoThCs XPECTUTH,
neTiB 11e mBupuie. Bce 0yno sicHe y BucounHi. [1oBiTps y nerkomy cpibnsictomy TyMasi 0y71o
npo3ope. Bce Oyo BuOHO; i HaBiTh MOXKHa OyJI0 MOMITHATH, SIK BUXOPOM IIPOMYaB II0B3 HUX,
CUAS4YYM B TOPIIKY, YaK/IyH; K 30pi, 3i0paBmucsa KyIKOI0, Tpajucsd y HiKMYypPKH; SIK
KIy004YMBCS OCTOPOHb XMapoIo IiNIuM pii AyXiB; SIK 4OPT, [0 TAHIIOBAB IIPU MiCs1Ili, CKUHYB
IIanKy, moOauyuBIyM KOBasls, 10 M4YaB BepXy; K JIeTilla, BepTalouMCh Ha3al, MiT/a, Ha SKii,
BU[IHO, TiJIbKY 110 3'I3muna, Kyau Tpeba, BimbMa... 6araTo IIe moraHi 3ycTpidyanud BOHU. Yce,
0auyuBIIY KOBaJs, Ha XBUJIMHY CIUHSIOCS MOOUBUTUCH HA HBOTO, i IOTIM 3HOBY MYaJjo Aaji
CBOEIO IOPOT010; KOBAJIb YCe JIETiB, i Bpa3 3acsasB nepen HuM [1eTepOypr, yBech B orHi. (Tomi
Oysa 3 SKOTOCh IIPUBOMY iMtoMiHalis). YopT, mepeneTiBIIM Yepe3 mtardbayM, MepeKuHyBCs
KOHeM, i KoBaib 06auuB cebe Ha Gackomy OiryHi mocepen Bynuii. boxe wmiit! cTyKiT, rpim,
Onuck; mo obuaBa OOKU BUCOYilOTH YOTUPUIIOBEPXOBI CTiHM; CTYKIT KiHCHKUX KOIHUT, 3BYK
KOJIiC BifOMBaIMCS IPOMOM i TyHalIu 3 Y40TUPbOX OOKiB; OyIWHKM POCNHU i Hibu mimiiManucs i3
3eMJIi Ha KOXHOMY KpPOILi; MOCTH [ApHXKalW; KapeTu JiTanu; Bi3HUKHU, hopeuTopul[37]
Kpu4yaJjiy; CHIr CBUCTIB IiJ TUCA4Yel CaHeu, 10 MYaju 3BiAyCiyib; MIMIOXOOU TYJIUIIUCH 1
THUCHYJIUCH TIOMi foMaM¥, 110 00HM3aHi OyIu IIoMKaMy, i BeIM4e3Hi TiHi IX MUTOTiNM 1O
CTiHaX, cAral4y roJI0BOIO 10 JUMapiB Ta Aaxis.

311BOBAHO OTNIsANaBCa KoBasb Ha BCi 60ku. MoMmy 3maBasnocs, Mo BCi JOMH BII'SIHCS B
HbOTO CBOIMU HE3YHCJIEHHMMU BOTHSHMMHU O4YMMa i AUBUNHKCH. [1aHiB, Y KPUTUX CYKHOM
my6ax, BiH 6auuB Tak 0araro, 110 He 3HaB, Ieped KUM IIaNKy cKupaTu. "boxke Tu Miu,
CKiNBKM TyT naHCcTBa!" momyMas KoBaJjb. "f ragaro, 0 KOXKeH, XTO TUIBKY IIPOU[E ByJIHUIIEIO B
my0i, To ¥ 3acigaTesnb, TO ¥ 3acigaTens! a Ti, 10 KATAIOTLCS Y TAaKUX YyJOBUX OpHUKax i3
BIKOHIIMH, Ti, IK HE TOPOLHUYI, TO BXKe, IEBHO, KOMicapy, a Moxe, me i 6impme". Moro
CJI0Ba IepepBaHi Oynu 3amuTaHHAM dopTa: "Hu mpocTo ixaTu mo mapuii?"' — "Hi, ctpamHo”,
nmogyMaB KoBasnb. "TyT fech, He 3Hal0, CTOSTh 3alOPOXKIli, 10 IPOI3AUIIN BOCEHU Yepes
IukanbKy. Bonu ixanu 3 Ciui 3 mamepamu [0 apulli; Bce 6 Taku MOPaguTUCS 3 HUMU. ['ei,
caTaHO, 3a/1a3b-HO 10 MeHe B KUIIEeHIO Ta BeIU [0 3anopoXIiiB!" YopT B ONHY XBUJIMHY CXYL 1
3po6uBCA TAaKMM MajJeHbKUM, L0 JIETKO BJIi3 MOMYy B KulleHI0. A Bakyjia He BCTUT



OTJISIHYTUCh, K ONMHUBCS Iepel BeIUKUM OyIMHKOM, 3iHIII0B, caM He 3HAIOYHU 5K, Ha CXO[IH,
BiDYMHUB OBEpi U MogaBcs TPOXU Ha3al Bif 0MCKy, m0OQYMBIIM IUIIHO 0300IEHY KiMHATY,
aje TPoxM MimbambOpPMBCS, BIi3HABIIM THX CaMUX 3allOPOXKIIiB, IO MPOI3MUINA Yepes
[VKaHBKY; BOHM CHUMiNIM Ha IIOBKOBUX AWBaHaXx, mimiOraBmu mif cebe HaMalleHi AbOTTEM
y000TH, i KypuIu N[OHAUMILHIIINY TIOTIOH, SIKUM Ha3UBa/M 3BUYAMHO KOPIiHIAMU. "300pPOBi
Oynu, maHoBe! moMarait BaM, 60xke! ochme mob6auyunuch!" cKa3aB KOBallb, MigiHIIOBIIN
O/IM3bKO Ta BKIOHSIOYUCH OO 3EMIT.

"[Ilo To TaM 3a 4OJIOBIK?" 3alUTaB TOU, L0 CUAIB IIepel caMUM KOBaJIeM, y OPYToro, 1o
CU[iB maii.

"A BM He BIi3Hanu?" cKa3aB KoBallb: "lle 5, Bakyna, KkoBanb! Konu npoi3gunu BoceHH
yepe3 [IMKaHbKY, TO IPOTOCTIOBAaNM, Jak BaM, 60Xke, BCIKOTO 3[[0POB'S Ta HOBTOMITTS, 0€3
MaJioro fiBa OHi. | HOBY IIMHY TOMi HATAT Ha MEePeIHE KOIeCco y Ballid KuOUTIIi!"

"A!" cka3aB TOW-TAaKM 3al0pOXKelb: "Ile TOM KOBajb, IO MaIl0E 3HAMEHUTO. 300POB,
3emnsgye! Yoro tebe 6or mpuHic?"

"ATak, 3aX0TiJIOCS OOUBUTUCH, KAXKyThb..."

"o xk, 3emnsA4e", CKa3ap 3aopoxKellb, HaOYHIIOUUBIIKCH i 6azKaouy MOKa3aTH, 1110 BiH
MOXKe TOBOPHUTH i 1Mo-pociickkoMy, "mITo, 6anioi ropon?"

KoBasb i co0i He X0TiB OCOPOMUTUCH Ta BUSIBUTU ceOe HOBAaKOM, IO TOTO X, SIK yXKe Maju
Harony 6auuTH HUXK4Ye, BiH 3HABCS i caM Ha MUChbMeHHiX MoBi. "['ybepHis 3HaTHas!" BiimoBiB
BiH OaMmyzxke: "II0 ¥ Ka3aTH, fOMU OaIIyIue, KAPTUHUA BUCSITh CKPO3b BaxKHUI. MHOTII joMu
crrcaHi OyKBaMHU 3 CYX03JIOTKM 10 Ype3BHUYanHOCTi. Hivoro Kka3aTu, 4ymecHa mpormopiris!”

3amopoxKIii, MOYyBIIX KOBasd, 1[0 TaK BillIbHO TOBOPUB, 3pO0OUIN BUCHOBOK AyXkKe O
HBbOT'O BUTITHUM.

"TToTtim mob6anakaemo 3 ToO0I0, 3eMyisiue, OinbIlle, a TeIlep MU iIeM 3apa3 [0 Iapuiri'.

"o mapuni? a 6yobTe TacKaBi, TaHOBe, Bi3bMiTh i MeHe 3 c06010!"

"Tebe?" MPOMOBHUB 3alOpPOXKEIb 3 TaKUM BUTJISAAOM, 3 SKHUM T'OBOPUTH AAObKa MO
YOTHUPHUIIITHHOTO CBOTO BHUXOBAHIIA, IO IPOCUTh MOCAJOBUTHU MOT0 Ha CIPaBXKHBLOIO, Ha
BenuKOro KoHs. "lllo Tu Oymemn Tam pobutu? Hi, He MoxHA". [Ipu oMy 006MHMYYS HOTO
Habpasio MoBaXXHOTO0 Bupa3sy. "Mu, 6pat, Oymemo 3 apulileld PO3MOBIISITH IIPO CBOE".

"BizpMiTe!" momarascs Kosajib. "[Ipocu!" menHyB BiH TUXE€HbKO YOPTOBi, BHAPUBIIU
KyJIaKOM I10 KuIleHi. He BCTHUT BiH IIbOTO CKa3aTH, K APYTUM 3alOpPOXKellb MPOMOBHUB:
"Bi3pMimo #oro cripaBpmi, OpaTtmsa!”

"JoMy X 1 He B34TU!" IPOMOBUIIU 1HIIII.

"HapiBalt Ke ogsar Takui, K i mu".

KoBanb KHHYBCSI HaTsIraTu Ha cebe 3e/leHUM XKymaH, KOJM Bpa3 ABEPi BiMUMHUIIUCS,
YBIMILIOB i3 MO3yMeHTaMM YOJIOBIK i CKa3aB, 110 II0pa IXaTH.

[I¥BHO 3HOBY 3[a/10CsI KOBaJieBi, KOJIU IOMYaB BiH Y BeJIMUE3HIN KapeTi, TOUJaloduch Ha
pecopax, Koiu mo o6uaBa O0KY 1OB3 HBOTO Oiry Halaj YOTUPUIIOBEPXOBi OynuHKY, a OPYK 3
rPOMOM, 3[aBajiocsi, caM KOTUBCA IIif HOTU KOHAM. "Boxke Tu Miif, sKe cBiTio!" mymaB cobi
KOBaJlb: "y Hac BOeHb He OyBa€ Tak SICHO".

KapeTu 3ynuHUIKCA Iepeq ManalnoM. 3alopoXKIli BUMIIIM, YBIMIIIK V PO3KIIIHI CiHU U



II0YaJid UTH IO CJINy40 OCBITJIEHUX CXOHaX.

"IITo 3a cxomu!" miemoTiB caM 10 ceOe KoBaslb: "MIKOMA HOTaMM TONTaTH. AKi mpukpacu!
OT KaXyThb: OpelryTh Ka3ku! skuit 4opT OpelnyTs! boxke Ty Miit! 1110 3a mopyuus! sika pobora!
TyT camoro 3ani3a KapOoBaHLiB Ha I'ATAECAT minuio!"

YXe migHABIIMCH Ha CXOOH, 3allOPOXKIi MPOXIIIX Iepiry 3any. HecMinuBo HIIOB 3a
HMMM KOBasb, 609491 Ch Ha KOXKHOMY KPOIIi TOCKOB3HYTUCh Ha MMapKeTi. [Ipoduny Tpu 3ay, a
KOBaJ/lb yCe Ille He IepecTaBaB AWBYBATHUCS. YBIMIIOBIIM [0 YEeTBEPTOi, BiH MUMOBOIIi
MigifIIOB 0 KapTUHM, 110 BUCiNa Ha cTiHi. lle Oyna nmpeuynucra miBa 3 JUTITKOM Ha pyKax.
"[llo 3a kapTuHa! sKe 4ypmoBe MaJjil0oBaHHA!" MipKyBaB BiH: "OT, 34a€ThCsd, TOBOPUTH!
30a€eThcs, KuBa! a ouTs cBATe! i pydyeHsaTa 3ropHyso! i ycMixaeTbcs, OigHeHbKe! a dhapbu!
Boxe Tu MiH, ki papbu! TyT BoXpH, 1 myMmalo, i Ha KOIMKY He IIiIIIO, a BCe MifiSHKa Ta
6akaH. A rony0a Tak i ropuTth! nmemckka pob6ora! mMabyTh, TPYHT HaBemeHO OyIo
6neriBacoM[38]. TIpoTe, X04 gKe MpeouBHE TYT MaJIlOBaHHS, LIS MiflHa py4Ka'", TpoBaguB fai
BiH, IigXxoOosguyu OO0 ABepel i Mallaloyu 3aMoOK: "mie Oinbinoro rigHa nmoguBy. EX, sSIK 4uCTO
Bupobneno! Ile Bce, g mymalo, HiMeIlbKi KOBaJli 3a HaUgOpPOXK4i 1iHK pobunu..." Moxe 0,
IOBTO IIfe MipKyBaB KOBaJjib, IKOU JTaKeil 3 rajyHaMu He LIITOBXHYB MOTO Iifl pyKy Ta He
Harafas, 100 He BiiCTaBaB Bif iHIMKX. 3alIOPOXKIIi IPOUILIUIN IIe ABi 3ay ¥ 3yIUHUIIUCE. TYT
BejieHO OyJio iM moxkupaTu. B 3ami ToBmuUiocs KinbKa reHepaliB y rallTOBAaHUX 30JI0TOM
MYHOMPaX. 3all0POXKIli BKJIOHUINCSA Ha BCi 00KU U CTaly Kymnowo. Yepe3 XBUJINHY BBIUIIOB, Y
CYIIPOBOI IiJIOTO IOYTY, BEIMYHUY Ha 3PICT, OTPSIOHUM YOJIOBIK y TeTbMaHChKOMY MYHAUDI,
B 2KOBTUX 400iTKax. Bonoccst Ha HbOMY 0yJI0 PO3KYHOBIXKEHE, OMHE OKO TPOXU IIifCIIillyBaTe,
Ha 0051MYy4i mo3Haydasachk SKach MOTOPHJIMBa BEIMYHICTh, V BCiX pyxax BUAHO OyJI0 3BUYKY
BlagapioBaTu. Bci renepanu, mo goci OYHOIOYHO IOXOAXKald B 30JIOTUX MYHOHpaXx,
3aMETYIIUIUCD 1 3 HU3BKUMMU IIOKJIOHAMU, 3[aBaJioCs, JIOBUJIX KOXKHEe HOr'0 CJI0BO U HaBITh
IIIOHAUMEHIINH pyX, 100 Ty XK MUThH MOJIETITY BUKOHYBATH KOTO. AJle TeThMaH He 3BEPHYB
HaBITh 1 yBary, JiefjBe KUBHYB I'0JIOBOIO Ta U MIAIUIINOB [0 3all0POXKIIIB.

3aIl0pOXKIll BKIIOHUJIUCS YCl B HOTH.

"Yu BCi BU TyT?" 3alIUTaB BiH IPOTSAKHO, BUMOBJIAIOYY CJI0BA TPOXU B HiC.

"Ta Bci, 6aTbKy!" BiOBiNK 3aIIOPOXKIli, KIAHSIIOUYKUCH 3HOBY.

"He 3a0ymeTe roBOpUTH Tak, SK 5 Bac y4uB?"

"Hi, 6aTeKy, He 3a0ymemo".

"Lle map?" cnuTaB KOBalIb B OOHOTO i3 3al0POXKIIiB.

"Kymu T0o6i ap! 11e cam [IoTbOMKIH", BillIOBiB TOM.

Y mpyri# KkiMHATi MOYyJKUCh TOJIOCH, i KOBajb He 3HaB, KyOU MOMITH CBOI 04i, KOIHU
yBilII0 60e3/1i4 faM B aTinacHUX BOpPaHHSX 3 JOBTMMU XBOCTAMHU i MPUABOPHUX y TallTOBaHUX
30JI0TOM KallTaHaXx Ta 3i KMyTKaMu 1103afy. BiH Tinbku OauuB camuii O1uCK i Oinble HiYOrO.
3amopoxXKIli palnToM yCi momafany Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ 3aKpuyalnu B OOUH rojoc: "[lomunyi, MaMo!
nomunyu!"

KoBans, He 6ayauu Hi4OT0, IPOCTATCSA ¥ c00i, 3 yCi€ro MupPiCTIO, Ha Mifgo3i.

"BcTraHbTe!" mpoNyHaB Hajg HUMM BIafAHUW i pa3oM NPHEMHHU Tonoc. [edki 3
IIPUABOPHUX 3aMETYIIUJIACH 1 IITOBXaJIX 3allOPOXKIIiB.



"He BcTaneMmo, Mamo! He BCTaHEMO! ITIOMpPeMO, a He BCTaHeMO!" Kpruyasu 3amopOoxKIIi.

[ToTboMKiH KycaB cob6i ry0u, HapellTi, mimiiIIoB caM i BIagHO IIENHYB OOHOMY 3
3aIl0pPOXKIIiB. 3allOPOXKIIi MiIBEJIUCH.

Tomi HacMinuBCS ¥ KOBaJb MiABECTH TOJIOBY i mo6auuB nepey cebe HEBENIUKY Ha 3PicT
XKIiHKY, TPOXM HaBiTh OTPSHY, HANyApPeHYy, 3 TONyOMMHU O4YKMMa i BOMHOPA3 3 TUM BEJIHUYHO
YCMiXHEHUM BHPa30M, SIKUU TaK yMiB MifgKOPATH cobi Bce i Mir TinbKM HajmeXaTH XKiHI, 110
LIapIoeE.

"fIcHOBeNIbMOXHUM 00iIIB MeHe MO3HAMOMUTH CHOTOOHI 3 MOIM HApOMOM, SKOIO0 S IIe
moci He 6auyuna", Ka3ana famMa 3 rojyouMu 04MMa, PO3T/IAfaloyy 3 1iKaBiCTIO 3alIOPOXKIIiB.
"Un moOpe BacC TyT MpHiMaloTh?" IpoBafuiia BOHA [ai, miaxoaayu Onuxye.

"Ta cnacubi, mamo! Xapu maioTh oOpuii (xo4 OapaHu TYyTeIlIHi 30BCiM He Te, 110 B HAaC Ha
3am0poXKKi), YOMy X He KUTHU IK-HeOyns?.."

[ToThOMKiH CKpUBHUBCS, OQUMBIIX, IO 3aIIOPOXKII KaXyTh 30BCiM He Te, YOTO BiH IX
y4UB...

OpuH i3 3anmopoXKIliB, mpuOpaBIIX IOBaXXKHO1 03K, BUCTYNIUB Halepemd: "3MUIyucs,
MaMo! HaBimo ryour BipHUY Hapon? 4yuM IporHiBunu? Xiba mepzKanu MU PYKy IOTAHOTO
TaTapuHa; xiba 3romXyBanucs y 4oMy-HeOyab 3 TypuuHOM; xiba 3pagunu tebe minom abo
moMHKCIOM? 3a IO XK HejlacKa? Iepilie Yyau MU, 1[0 BEeIUIl CKpi3b OyayBaTu GOpTelli MpoTH
Hac; MOTIM 4YyJyy, [0 XO4ell IIOBEPHYTH Ha KapaOiHepiB; Temep 4yeMO IIpo HOBi HamacTi. Yum
3aBUHUJIO 3aIll0PO3bKe BiCHKO? YW HE TUM, 10 IPOBEJIO TBOIO apMiio dyepe3 [lepekon Ta
IOTIOMOTJIO TBOIM reHepajaM nopybaTu KpuMilis?.."

[ToThOMKiH MOBYaB i Hexbano YMCTUB MaleHbKOIO IIIITOYKOIO CBOI liaMaHTH, IKUMU OyIu
YHU3aHi 10T0 PYKHU.

"Horo Xk xoueTe Bu?" CcliBUyTIUBO cuuTaia KaTtepuHa.

3aropoXKIll 3Ha4yIlo OTJISHYJIA OOUH Ha OTHOIO.

"Tenep uvac! mapuilgd nuTae, 4oro xodere!" ckazaB caMm g0 cebe KoBalb, Ta ¥ ymaB
panToM Ha 3eMIII0.

"Bala mapcpka BEJIMYHICTh, HE BeJIiTh KapaTH, a BeJiTh MuiyBatu! 3 4oro, He B THIB
Oynb Balliy IapChbKi MUJIOCTiI CKa3aHO, 3po0JieHO YepeBUYKH, II0 Ha HOrax BalIux? s
IyMalo, XKOJeH ILIBellb, y KOJHOMY LIapCTBi Ha CBiTi He 3yMie Tak momuT. boxe T Mil, 1m0 6
TO Oyno, Konu 6 MOs XKiHKa Ta B3yJacsd Y Taki yepeBuku!?"

Hapuiga 3acmignacs. [IpuasopHi 3acmisgnuca TexX. IIoOTbOMKIH 1 XMypUBCSA 1 yCMiXaBCs
pa3oM. 3alopoxKIli MoYaiy LITOBXaTH Iifl PyKy KOBajs, AyMalo4yd, YU He 3'ixaB BiH 4yacoM 3
TIIy3ay.

"Bcranb!" cKa3ana nackaBo Iapulld: "SKIIo Tak ToOI X04eThCs MaTH TakKi YepeBUKH, TO
Ile HeBaXXKo 3poOuTu. [IpuHeCiTh HOMY 110 K MUTh YEPEBUKM HAUOOPOKYi, 3 30710TOM!
IOane0bi, MeHi myxe mo BmomoOu I mpocTopyimHicTe! Ock BaM", mpoBafguiia LapuIld,
3BepTalydy MOTJISAN [0 IMOBHOBUAOTO, ajlie TPOXU OJIilOr0 YOJIOBiKa, IO CTOSB OCTOPOHS,
OOSTHEHHWU y INPOCTEHbKHWM KallTaH 3 BEIMKMMH IepIaMyTPOBUMU I'yO3WKaMHU, STKUU
[I0Ka3yBaB, 1110 BiH He HajleXaB [0 IIPUABOPHUX: "pid, rifHa JOTENHOro mnepa Bamoro!" "By,
Ballla iMIepaTopchKa BENUYHICTh, 3aHaATO nackaBi. TyT moTpibeH mpuHauMHi



JladonTen[39]", BiOmoBiB, YKIOHUBIIKCEH, YOJIOBIK i3 MEPIaMyTPOBUMHU I'yA3UKaAMHU.

"[Ilupo ckaxy BaM: s ¥ moci 6e3 mam'siTi Big Bamroro bpurapupa. Bu Hampouyn rapHo
yutaeTe! OpHak", Kazana gani Llapuus, 3BepTarouuch 3HOBY 40 3allOPOXKIIB: " 4yIa, 110 Ha
Ciui y Bac HIKOIU He XeHATbCA".

"fdx xe, mamo!' Age 40IOBiKOBi, caMa 3Haen, 0e3 XKiHKM He MOXKHa XUTH", BifKa3aB
TOM CaMHUi 3all0POXKellb, 10 PO3MOBJIAB i3 KOBajeM, i KOBalab 3MUBYBaBCS, IIOYYBIIH, 110 LIeX
3aropoxKellb, 3Hal4u TaK goOpe IpaMOTHY MOBY, TOBOPUTS i3 Ijapuiieo, Haue0TO HaBMUCHO,
Haurpy0biImoi roBipkKoio, IKy 3BYTh MYXKHUILbKOIO. "XUTpuil Hapon!" momymaB BiH co00i,
"Ma0OyTh, HejapMa BiH 11e poOuTh".

"Mu He 4YeHIIl", IpOBAAUB [aji 3alopPoXelb: "a NwOu rpimui. Jlaci, 9K i Bci 4yecHi
XPUCTUSHY, 0 CKOPOMHOr0. € B HAaC 4MMaJjo TaKuX, 110 Mal0Th XKIHOK, TIIbKA HE XUBYThH 3
HyMUy Ha Ciui. € B HaC 4uMao TaKUX, 10 MaloTh XIHOK y [lonbii; € Taki, 110 MalTh XIHOK
Ha YKpalHi; € Taki, 110 MalTh XKiHOK i B Typeuunsi".

Y ueit 9ac KoBajieBi IpHHECIU YePeBUKU. "Boxke XK TU MiH, 110 3a IpUKpaca!" CKpUKHYB
BiH pafiCHO, YXONUBIIY YepeBuKHU. "Bala napcbka BeauyHICTh! IIlo X, KO YepeBUKYU TakKi
Ha HOTaX, i B HUX, MOXKHa rafiaTd, Ballle 61aropofie, XoouTe i Ha JIi KOB3aTUCH, SKi XK
IIOBUHHI OyTH cami Hixkku? [lymaro, 1110 TpUHaNMHI 3 YMCTOTO caxapy".

Hapuns, mo ¥ copaBAi Majlla HaUCTPYHKIIII Ta IperapHi HiXKKH, He MOTja He
YCMIXHYTUCS, YYIOUU TaKUU KOMIUIIMEHT i3 yCT IPOCTOLYIIHOIO KOBajsd, IKOT0 B MOTO
3amopo3bKoMy yOpaHHiI MOXXHa Oyj0 BBaXKaTH 3a CIPaBXKHBOTO KpaceHs, He3Baxalouu Ha
CcMarJisiBe JIULe.

3pafiBmM 3 TaKol MPUXHUIILHOI yBaru, KoBajlb yKe XOTiB OyB pO3MUTATU TapHEHBKO
ITaPUIII0 IIPO BCe: YH IIPaBMa, 110 Iapi igsgTh caMu¥ TiIbKM Mef Ta cajlo, i mpo momioHi peui —
ane, BiM4yBIIY, 110 3allOPOXKIIi IIITOBXAIOTh MOTO Mg OOKM, BUPIIIMB 3aMOBKHYTH; i KOJHU
IJapullsd, 3BEPHYBIINUCH 10 CTApUX, [T04Yajia PO3MUTYBATH, K Y HUX XKuBYTh Ha Ciui, AKi 3Bu4al
BOOATHCS, TO BiH, BINIMINOBIIM Ha3aj, HarHYBCA A0 KUIIEHI, CKa3aB TUXO0: "BMHOCH MeHe
3BifgcHu XyTuii!" Ta ¥ ONMHUBCS PaAITOM 3a IardayMoM.

"VTtonuscs! ii-60ry, yTonusch! oT: 100 S He 3iHIIa 3 I[bOTO MiCIs, KOJIU He BTOMUBCH!"
JerieTana TOBCTa TKa4yuxXa, CTOSYY B T'yPTi AIUKaHCHKUX 06ab rmocepeq BYIHII.

"[llo x, xiba s O6pexyxa sika? xi6a 1 B KOoro-HeOyOb KOPOBY BKpana? 4u KoMy Xiba
HaBpOYMIIa, III0 MeHi He UMYTh Bipu?" Kpuyasna 60aba B K0o3allbKiii CBUTII, 3 QioeTOBUM
HOCOM, po3Maxyiouu pykamu. "OT mo0 MeHi BOOM He 3aXOTilloCh IMUTHU, KOJIU CTapa
[Tepenepunxa He 6aynia Ha BJIACHi 04i, SIK IOBiCHBCSI KOBaJb!"

"KoBarnb moBicuBcs! ot ToOi i Ha!" cka3aB ronoBa, SKui, Buxoasyu Bim UyOa, CIMHUBCS U
IIPOTUCHYBCS ONUXKYE OO0 TUX, III0 PO3MOBIISIIH.

"Ckaxu Kpaie, 106 Tobi ropinku He 3axX0Tilocs IUTH, cTapa I'sHioro!" Bimmosina
TKauuxa: 'Tpeba OyTu Takiii 00KeBiNbHIHN, K TH, 11100 MOBICUTUCS! BiH YTONUBCS! YTOIUBCS B
omonoHuti! Lle s Tak camo 3Halo, K Te, 110 T¥ Oya olle B IIMHKapKu!"

"CopomitHuiie! 6ay4, yuM cTtaia mopikatu!" rHiBHO Bigka3zasa 6aba 3 (ioieToBUM HOCOM.
"MoBuara 0, Herimauile! Xiba s He 3Halo, IO 10 Tebe OIK XOOUTh IoBevYopa".

Tkauyuxa crajgaxsysa.



"Ilo msK? mo KOoro AsK? 1o Tu Opemrenr?"

"IIsk?" mpocriBaja, TPoOKMBAIOYXCh 10 THX, 110 CIIepeyanucs, Asg4yuxa y 3ags90My KOXYCi,
KPUTOMY CUHBOIO KUTAaKOM. "4 maM 3HaTH AAKa! XTo 1e Kaxe OaK?"

"Ta och DO KOTO XOOUTh AgK!" cka3ana 0aba 3 (ioneToBUM HOCOM, IMOKa3yl04Yu Ha
TKa4uxy.

“To e T, CykKo", 3akpryasa gA4YUXa, MiACTyIAYU 0O TKAaYUXU: "TO Le TU, BiAbBMO,
HaIyCKa€EI Ha HOTO TyMaHy Ta HaIlyBa€ll HEUYUCTUM 3inisaM, 1100 XxonuB fo Tebe!"

"Biguenucs Bifg MeHe, caTaHO!" roBopuiia, 3agKy04u, TKauuxa.

"Ay, mpoKisATa BigbMa, 6ofail T He miXkpana AiTOK CBoix 6auuTH, HerimHuie! nxy!.." TyT
Osd4nxa IUII0HYJIa IIPOCTO MEXKHU 04l TKaYuCl.

Tkauuxa XoTina # cobi 3po0UTH Te came, Ta 3aMiCTh TOTO IIJIIOHYJIAa B HETOJIeHy O0opoay
TOJI0Bi, IKUH, 100 Kpallle BCe MOYyTH, IPOTOBIUBCA [0 TUX, L0 cCIepedanucs. "A, moraHa
6ab0!" 3akpuyaB rojoBa, yTUPAOYUCh II0JIOK0 Ta 3aMaxXyl4uch Oatorom. Llei pyx mpuMycus
yCiX pO3iUTHCS, Nal4YUCh, B Pi3Hi KiHIi. "Taka Mep3oTa!" moBTOpIoOBaB BiH, yce Ie
obtupatouuck. "To KoBanb yTonubca! boxe Tu Miit! a AKkuil 3HaMeHUTUN Mangp OyB! gki
HOXKi MillHi, cepnu, MIyru ymiB BUKOByBaTu! sika cuina Oyna! Ere x!" mpoBaguB BiH maii,
3aMUCIUBILIKCE: "TaKuX JI0Ael Masio B Hac Ha ceni. To X 60 1, 1le CUASYYN B IPOKJISITOMY
MIIIKy, IpuMivaB, mo Oigonaxa OyB y ayxe HemoOpomy Hactpol. OT ToOi 1 KoBans! OyB, a

Terep i HeMa! a g 30upaBcs OyB migKyBaTu CBOW psalOy KoOumy!.." i, CIOBHEHHUHM TaKUX
XPUCTUSHCHKUX OYMOK, TojioBa Tuxo [lonjeHTaBcs y cBOIO XaTy. OkcaHa 30eHTeXumach,
KOJIX [0 Hel miumnu Taki BicTi. BoHa Mano Bipuna ouaMm [lepemepuyuxu Ta 0a0ChKUM
TepeBeHSIM, BOHA 3Hasla, 110 KOBaJib HaATO NO0O0XKHMY, 11100 3BaXXKUTUCS 3aHAIAaCTUTH CBOIO
nyury. Ta 110, KOJIU BiH 1 CIipaBpil MILIOB 3 HAMIpPOM HIKOJIM He BEPTATUCh V ceslo? A HaBpsQ
Yy B iHIIOMY MicCIli 3HalIeThCSd TaKUM MOJIOZELb, IK KoBajb. BiH XKe Tak KoxasB 11! BiH foBIIe
3a BCix 3HOCuB il BepenyBaHHs! KpacyHs 1iny HiY mif cBoIM yKpuBaJjioM IOoBepTanacs 3
npaBoro 00Ky Ha JIiBWH, 3 JIiBOT0 Ha IpaBUil, — i He Morja 3aCHyTU. To, PO3KUAABIINUCE Y
yapiBHill HAroTi, 9Ky HiYHa IIiThMa XOBaJla HaBiTh Bifl Hel caMol, BOHa Malixke BrojocC KapTana
cebe. To, MpUTKUXHYBIIY, BUpPilllyBaja Hi PO 1[0 He JyMaTyd — i Bce myMara. | Bcg ropina; i
Ha paHoOK 3aKoXxasacs II0 caMi Byxa B KOBaJs.

Yy0 He BUSIBUB Hi pafioCTi, Hi CMYTKY IIpo #oio Bakymu. Horo OYMKU 3QalIOBHSJIO OfHE:
BiH HisIK He Mir 3a0yTu 3paanuBocTi Coyloxu i, COHHUM, He TTepecTaBaB raHUTH 1l.

HacTaB paHoK. Ycs 1lepKBa IIle [0 CXif coHls Oyia moBHa mofel. JIiTHI XiHKK B Ginux
HaMiTKax, B OiJTUX CYKHSTHUX CBUTKaX, MO00XKHO XPECTUIMUCH 0insg caMOro BXOMY IIePKOBHOTO.
[IBOPSHKY B 3€JI€HUX 1 XXOBTUX KO(]Tax, a AesAKi HaBiTh Y CHHIX KYHTyIIaX i3 30JI0TUMHU
103a7y ByCHKaMU, CTOSIY monepen HuX. [liByaTa, y SKUX Ha rojioBaXx HamMoTaHa Oyia Iiina
KpPaMHHUIIA CTPiUOK, a Ha IIXI HAMMCTa, XPeCTiB Ta AyKadiB, HaMarajucs IPOTOBIUTHUCS IIIe
O6nuxde go ikoHOCcTacy. Ta momepeny BCiX CTOSIIM ABOPSHU i MPOCTi CeNsSHU 3 BycaMy, 3
yy6aMu, 3 TOBCTUMHU B'Si3aMU i LIOWHO BUTOJIEHUMHU HinbopigmsMu, 3mebilbInoro Bce B
KoOeHsKax, 3-Tif IKUX BUCTaBJgacs 0ina, a B 4eKOro ¥ CUHS CBUTKa. Ha Bcix 06muyuax,
KyOu He IOTJISIHb, BUOHO OYJIO CBATO; TOJI0BA 3a3[ajeriib 00JIM3yBaBCs, YSIBIAIOYH, K BiH
po3roBieThCca KoBOAcCOM; AiBYaTa INOAYMYyBaju IPO Te, SK BOHU OyOyTb KOB3aTUCH 3



XJIOMIISMHU Ha NTboxy; 6abu mupiie, Hix OyOb-KOIH, IIeNTaad MOMTUTBU. Ha BCIO IIEPKBY 4yTHU
Oymo, ik Ko3ak CBepOury3 6uB moknouu. OnHa Tinbku OKcaHa CTOsa Hibu cama He CBOS... |
Mosnunacs i He monunacsg. Ha cepiii B Hel 3i0paiocs CTimbKM BCAKUX MOYYTTiB, OOHE Bif
omHOro 0OJIOYIMINX, OMHE Bil OMHOTO CYMHIIIMX, IO 00MKMYYS 1i BUSIBIISINIO CaMe TiJIbKU
BeNuKe 30eHTeXKEeHHS; ClIbo3u OpUHinY B o4yax. [liByaTa He MOTJIK 30arHyTH MPUYUHY 1IHOTO
1 He Tigo3piBaiy, 110 BUHeH OyB KoBasnb. OgHaK He caMa Tinbku OKcaHa [yMalia IIpo KOBajs.
Yci MUpsSHY OMITHIH, 110 CBATO — HiOU U He CBSATO; IO BCe Ha4eOTO YOrock Opakye. fAK Ha
JINXO0, AAK, IiCJs MaHApPYBaHHS B MIIIKYy, OXPHUII 1 fepeHYaB JielBe YYTHUM T'0OJIOCOM;
IIONIpaBaa, MPUIXKIXKUY MMiBYKM TapHO-TaKu OpaB 0aca, ane maneko kpaire 0yio 0, sk6u OyB i
KOBaJIb, SKUM, 3aBXKau OyBano, aK Tinbku crniB&™ "Otde Ham" abo "[Ke xepyBUMU", UIIOB Ha
Kpuac i BUBOOUB 3BiITH Ha TOM CaMUil rjlac, Ha KM CHiBaioTh i B [Tonragi. [Io TOro X BiH
O[IVH TIPABUB Y I[ePKBi 3a TUTaps. YKe Bifilillna yTpeHs; micag yTpeHi Bigiduina obigHs...
KYy[IY X Iie, CIIpaB[i, IOIBCA KOBAJb?

[Ile wBuAIIe HAOCTAHKY HOYI YOPT M4aB 13 KOoBajieM Ha3ap. | BMUTE OonmMHUBCA Bakyia
KOJIO CBO€l XaTu. B nelt yac npocniBaB miBeHb. "Kyau?" 3akpuyaB BiH, YXONUBIIN 3a XBiCT
4yopTa, 0 XOTiB yTEKTH: "CTpUBal, NIPUATEIO, lile He Bce: I Ile He NoAsKyBaB To0i". Tyr,
CXOTIUBIIA XBOPOCTUHY, ONEPilIUB BiH MOr0 TpX palH, i OimHUM YOPT KUHYBCA OirTU, K
MYKUK, 110 WOTO TiJIbKM-HO BifguiMaraB 3acimatenb. OTOXK, 3aMicTh TOro, 100 006ypuTH,
CIIOKYCHUTHU Ta IOIIXATYU B AYPHi iHIIWX, BOPOT NIOOCHKOTO pomy caMm OyB obmypenuit. Ilicns
11bOr0 Bakysa BBilIlIOB y CiHUM, 3apUBCS B CiHO i mpocmaB ax [0 00iny. [IpOKWHYBIINUCH, BiH
37IsIKaBCs, Koy nmobaydus, 0 COHIle BXe BUCOKO. "fl mpocmaB yTpeH®o U obigHio!" TyT
n000KHUY KOBa/b 3aCMyTUBCS, MipKyI04H, IO IIe, IeBHO, 00T, HAaBMUCHE, Kapalouiu 3a
TPilIHUY MOT0 HaMip 3aHANaCTUTU CBOIO OYINY, HacjlaB COH, IKHWU He aB UOMY HaBIiTh
moOyBaTy TAKOTO BEJIMKOTO CBSITA B IIepKBi. Ta MpoTe, 3aCMOKOiBIIKA cebe TUM, 110 HACTYITHOI
Hefisli BUCMOBiga€eThCSA y I[bOMY IIOIOBI i 3 HUHIIIHbOTO AHSA NMOYHe OUTHU IO M'SITHECHT
TIOKJIOHIB 1iNK# PiK, 3arsSHYB BiH N0 XaTH; ajne B Hiit He Oyyo Hikoro. Ak BumgHo, Conoxa e
He noBepTanach. O6epeKHO BUTAT BiH 3-3a IMa3yXW YePEeBUKHU U 3HOBY 3MUBYBaBCSA 3 HOPOrol
POOOTH Ta AUBOBUKHOI IPUTOIM MUHYJIOI HOYi; YMUBCS, IPUYENYPUBCS SIKHaWKpallle, Ofsarcs
y Te camMe BOpaHHS, MmO M0OYB Yy 3alOPOXKIIiB, BUWHSIB 3i CKPUHI HOBY IIalKy 3
PeLIeTUIiBCbKOT0 CMYIIKY 3 CHUHIM BEPXOM, IKy He HafiBaB e XOOHOT0 pa3y, BigKoIu
Kymnus 11, ufe OyBmu B [lonTasi; BUMHSAB TaK0XK HOBUYM OapBUCTHH IIOSIC; IIOKJIAB yCe Iie pa3oM
3 HaraukKoIo B XyCTKY ¥ ImogaBcs IpocTo a0 Yyoa.

Yy06 BUPSYMB 0Ui, KOJIX BBIMIIIOB 10 HHOTO KOBab, i He 3HAB 3 YOTO OUBYBATHUCh: YU 3
TOr'0, 110 KOBAJIb BOCKPEC, YU 3 TOr0, 110 KOBAJIb HACMIJIUBCS 40 HHOI'O IPUUTH, YU 3 TOTO,
HapelITi, 10 BiH BUPSAAUBCS TaKUM YeNypyHOM i 3amopoxieM. Ta e Oinbine 3aMByBaBCS
BiH, Konu Bakyna po3B'sa3aB XyCTKy U IIOKJIaB Iepej HUM HOBICIHBKY IIANKYy U MOSC, SKOTO
me He 6aueHo OyJio Ha cejli, a caM ymaB MOMY [0 Hir i ckasaB GnarajJbHUM TOJIOCOM:
"3munyiics, 6aTbKy! He THiBalcs! ochk TOOI 11 HaravKa: 6ul, CKinbKu Aylna 3abaxae, Biigaioch
caM; y BCbOMY KaloCh; OUM, Ta He THiBalCcsd TinbKM! TH XK KOJIUCh OpaTaBCs 3 MOKiMHUM
6aTbKOM, pa3oM XJIi0-cinmbinu # Moropuy nunu". Yyo He 6e3 TaeMHOI BTixu 6a4uB, K KOBaJb,
0 HIKOMY Ha CeJli y ByC He AyB, 3TMHAB y PYI I1'ITaK¥ U MiIKOBH, K I'pPedYaHi MIIUHI, TOX



caMuil KOBaJb JieXaB Temep Koo Hir y Hboro. I1o6 me 6inbine nmigTpuMmatu rigaicts, Yyo
y3sB Harauky i BmapuB #oro Tpudi no cuuHi. "Hy, Oyne 3 Tebe, BcTaBaii! cTapux niopei
3aBxkau ciyxai! 3abyapMo Bce, 110 OyI0 MixX Hamu! Hy, Telep Kaxku, 40ro To6i XxoueTbcs?"

"Bimmaii, 6aTeKy, 3a MeHe OKcaHy!"

Yy0 Tpoxu momyMmaB, MOJWBUBCS Ha IIANKY Ta IOSC, Ianka 0yla 4yfoBa, I0sSC TeX He
TIOCTYTIaBCs Tepe[ Helo, 3rafiaB 3paanuBy Comnoxy i ckasas piuryde: qobpe!npucumnai cBaTiB".

"Ou!" ckpuknyna OkcaHa, NepPeCTYNUBIIN NMOPIr, m0OaYUBIIA KOBaIs i BTYIUBIIU 3
IIOJUBOM 1 PafiCTIO B HHOTO OYi.

"TlornsHb, sKi g ToOI MpUHiC YepeBUKHU!" cKa3aB Bakymna: "Ti caMi, 1110 HOCUTH Hapuis”.

"Hi! ui, MeHi He Tpeba yepeBUKiB!" roBopuia BOHA, MaXalouu PyKaMu ¥ He 3BOOSYU 3
HBOT'0 O4eii: "g 1 6e3 YepeBUKiB..." Jajli BOHA He OTOBOPHIIa 1 3alllapiiiack.

Kosansb mipisiiios 61ux4e, B34B il 3a pyKy; KpacyHs ¥ odi onyctuna. Ille Hikonu He Oyna
BOHA TaKa JMBOBUIKHO rapHa. 3aXOIIJIeHHU KOBaJlb TUXO IOLiNyBaB ii, 00muyus 1i 1e Ginblile
3alIapisiocs, 1 BOHa CcTaja Ie Kpalla.

[Tpoi3nuB uepe3 [IukaHbKy O/1akeHHOI aM'sITi apXiepel, XBaJuB Miclle, e CTOITh CEeJo,
Ta, i0y4y ByJIUIEI0, CIMHUBCS Ilepefl HOBOIO XaTol0. "A 4ud Ile TakKa po3MajboBaHa xaTa?"
CIIUTAaB MMPEOCBAIIEHHUY Y BPOAIMBOI MOJIOAUII 3 HEMOBJISTKOM Ha pyKax, II[0 CTOsIIa KOJIO
nBepeli. "KoBans Bakynu!" ckasdana oMy, KnaHsio4uck, OKcaHa, 00 Iie caMe OyJia BOHaA.
"CnaBHo! cnaBHa poOoTa!" cka3aB IIPeOCBsIIeHHUY, PO3TIa0aloyy ABepi Ta BikHa. A BikKHa
BCi Oynu o0BefieHi KpyroMm 4epBoHOI0 (pap0o0i0; a Ha ABEPSIX BCoOM Oy KO3aKu Ha KOHSAX 3
monbKaMu B 3y0ax. Ta mie Ginbllle mOXBaiuB IPEOCBSALIeHHUNE Bakyny, Koy Ai3HaBCS, 10 BiH
momepKaB LIEPKOBHOTO NOKassHHS i mogapOyBaB 3agapMa yBeCh JIiBUHM KpHUJlaC 3eJIeHOH0
dap0boio 3 yepBoHUMU KBiTKamu. lle, mpoTe, e He BCe; Ha CTiHi 300Ky, K yBilfel y
[[epKBY, HaMaJiloBaB Bakyia 4opTa B MeKJi, TAKOr0 THAKOTO, IO BCI MJIFOBAJIU, KOJIU
IIPOXOOUIIM II0OB3 HHOTO, @ MOJIOAHUIlI, K TiJIbKK PO3IJIaKyBaJIOCh Y HUX Ha pyKax AUTH,
MigHOCHIM MOTO M0 KapTHUHU ¥ roBopuau: "oH 0ay, siKa KakKa HaMaliboBaHa!" i guts,
CTPUMYIOUHU CIIi30HBKM, CKOCA IOTJISIaNo Ha KapTUHY ¥ TYJIUJIOCS [I0 JTIOHa CBO€EI MaTepi.



