KopoB'sYuMn peTeKTus

MaBno 3arpedbenbHun

B unbapi craBunu BucrtaBy. [Ogaapko Camko i Bacunbs AHOpiiBCbKUM I'palu YepPBOHUX
napTu3aHiB, a Mukurta CTpukKakKiB — MaxHOBISl. BuseTiB Ha clieHy 3 ToJioi0 1mabiioKoio, Y
BOJIOXAaTill Iamaci, B 4epBOHUX rajie, pBOHYB 3-3a I05iCa YOPHOT'0 May3epsKy, 3allyCTUB
yepry npsamo B nrofed 1 B [leTbKa, 1110 CUAIB MiXK JOPOCIUMY B IeplIiM psany. [IeTbko gUKO
3J/IKaBCs, 3alljlakaB, 3aKpuyas: "Mamo!"

[MTpubir gsgpko Caimko, BxonuB [IeTbKa Ha PYKH, MOHIC 3a ciieHy, ne MukuTa CTpukKakiB
yxke OyB 0e3 mamaxu, 6e3 mabmokKu ¥ May3epa, BCi mepemaBaau MaJioTO OOUH OOHOMY,
cMistiucs, mig0agbopPIOBaIH:

— Tu x reporicbkuit xnomnelb! He Tpeba nsakatucs! May3ep y CaHbKa nepeB'THUH.

— Ere, pepeB'saun! A ctpinano x,— xnumnas [IeTsko. BpaH1i BiH nOrHaB KOPOBU Ha
macTiBHUK. CBOIO, iIOBY

i ®enbku BinmoBycoBoi. CBoo i mimoBy mac, 60 Tpeba, a PeHb-4MHY 3a maaTy: abo
n'STHaAUSATh KOMINOK y Micsib, abo BUCTpPiNIeHNN KapTOHHUM NMATPOH 3 pPyXkXKa Bacuns
MuxaunoBruda, ®eHbUMHOI0 Y0JIOBiKA, paxiBHUKa Ha KaMEHOJIOMHI.

TpaBa 3 HOUi BXe cTajla IpUMep3aTH, i KOPOBU IIyKanu Ty, 1o 0e3 iHel, 3irpity
PaHKOBUM COHIIEM. A [IeThKO TeX IIyKaB TeIlsIOoi TpaBu [JIs CBOIX 00CHUX Hir.

Y mima IIpuminHOro mpomasna psiba KopoBa 3 HaA[JIOMJIEHUM poroM. Yepes Tpu [Hi B
njaBHaX 6insg ONiMHUYKY 3HAULIIM Bif Hel TimbKuU Tenb0yxu, poru ¥ partuui. Opul pir 6yB
Ha[JIOMJIEHUH, 3 IbOTO ¥ YIIi3HAJIM, YUI0 caMe KOpPOBY TYT 3api3aHo. [IpuMiHHUY He fyXKe
moOuBaBCS 3a KOPOBOIO, CeNsTHU nocMitoBanucs: "He Bmpe! B HBOTO I1le 4oTUPH 30CcTanocs!",
aje TYT IpoIlajyd OfAHA 3a OAHOIO0 aX TPU KOpoBU — B ['oBOpyHa, Jlocs i JIanku — i ceso
3aTPUBOKUIIOCS. 3HOBY 3HaXOAUU TenbOyXH B IJIaBHSX TO TaM, TO TaM, aje Iopa3dy Mix
OmiftHuukoio i [IyOuHOIO, TOMY IIiflo3pa HEMUHY4Ye Maja BnacTu Ha OpaTiB Kpuso-kopnais, 60
ixHS XaTa cTosina Ha Kpaio [yOuHu. [JyOMHOIO 3BaBCS TYT BENUKHUU OyOOBUU JIic, IO
TATHYBCS y3m0oBX [Himpa Mano He mo camoi KenebGepou. 3 mpyroro 60Ky IjaBHIiB
nounHasacsi CocHa, TOOTO COCHOBHUIA JIic, SKUH ilIOB Ky4yrypaMu ax o [lepeBoiodHH, a MixK
CocHomwo i [ITy0uMHOI0 — 3ej1eHi TPOCTOPH TPaB, 3aragKOoBi 03epllsd MixK HUMH, MOB HeOeCHi oui,
TUCSI4YO0r0JI0Ce ITAaCTBO, i 30/I0Ti COHSAYHI XBuUi. B maaBHAX maciau KOPiB, KOCUIHU CiHO,
nmoBunu puby, 30Mpany XMU3, Ipald KauuHi ¥ rycsdi rHisya, MoBecHi fiBYaTa pBajud KBiTH,
IIJ0 BUPOCTAJIU MIPOCTO 3 TEIJINX BOM, AKi IIOPOKY IeAPO i CBaBiIbHO PO3XJIONyBaB [IHIIpO,
ajie XKUTHU TYT HIXTO He HaBaXyBaBCH.

A OpaTtu KpuBoKOpAU XKUH.

[TpoMumnsanu 3BipoM i puboio, muenu ciTi, Bepimi, KOP3UHU 3 103U, POOUNIU HOXKi 3
KOJIOOOYKaMH i3 4opHOro Ay0a i MigHUMHU 3aKjlemKaMHu, MU Y000TU-BUTSIXKKHU, AyOUIH
OBeui IMKypHu [ KOXKYXiB, CTeJIbMaxyBaJly, IMMapIOBaliid, 30a€ThCsl, He OyJI0 peMecia, SKOro
0 He 3HanM IIi Tpu Opatu — 'aBpuUIo, 3axapbko i Bacunab,— BUCOKi, OyXKi, YOPHOTOJIOBI,
BEJIMKOOKi, HiOu CBATiI Ha iKoHax ab0o po306iHUMKU 3 MOTOPOIIHUX PO3MOBigel 0abu



bopogaBuuxu.

Arne mpo 6patiB KpruBokopiB 1ie Tak. bo Xuu B IITaBHAX, a CIiAW Bif KpamilB TeX BeIn
B I1JIaBHi.

IsmbKYW He MaJiu 3BUYalo TonTtaTu ciif. Il]o 3 Bo3a Bmajo, Te mpomnano. A Tpeba 6epertu
Te, 0 €. | KOXXeH KUHYBCS BUTAAyBaTH IOCh TakKe, 00 MEPEXUTPUTH 3NIO[iiB. 3aMKHU i
nBepi? 1o KOXKHOI'0 3aMKa 3Hau[eThCd KJII0Y, a OBepi migBaxkaTh JIOMOM, 3HIMYTh i3 3aBiCiB
— Ta 1 yce. CTopoxyBaTu camMuM? Y Koro 0yJsio pyzKo, TOX CTOpOXKYyBaB. Ta Haflii OMHAKOBO
Oyo Mamno: 3aipiMa€ll Ha XBUIbKY, 3 TBOTO pyxkxKa Tebe *X i BO'I0Th, a TOi BXe i He M0
KOpPOBHU. ['010BU CeJIAHCBHKI MillHI, ajle ¥ BUHaXiOauBi. XTOCh NMpUIagHaB Ha[ OBepUMa B
KOPIBHUKY IOCTPY KOCY. TIIBKM CTYIHE 3a [OBepl YyXKUU 4YOJIOBIK, HATATHETHCSI XUTPO
IIpUIALITOBAHE MOTY335, IPUUOYTh B PyX IIEeAPO 3MalleHi IOJIicnacTy, 1 Koca 3 CTPallHO
CHUJIO0 Pi30He 3JIOAIOTY YW IO IUi, YU BXKe TaM gK Buiife. llle iHIMY HaBiCUB Haj ABEpUMA
0Bl ABOIYymOBi rupi. Bxe fK ymage, TO TiJIbKM MOKpe Miclie 3aJUIIUTLCI. 3ragyBaiucs
BCiJIIK1 XMTpOLIi I1e 3 K03albKuX 4daciB. 2KiHKM B OOUH T0OJIOC HANOJATaau NPUBE3THU
60pomaiBChbKy BOPOXKKY, siKa 6QUUTh i Kpi3b 3eMti0. [IpuXunbHUKY 3aKOHY CTOSJIU 3a Te, 11100
IIOBIOMUTH [iNPHUYHOTO MifninioHepa BockoOoliHUKA, a BXKe BiH xall BUKJIMKAE CoDaKy-
iIenKy 4u TaM SK.

Ta moku TpuBanu Cynepeyku, Kpafil poOuu CBO YOPHY ciipaBy. KopoBu 3HUKANH, Bif
HUX JIUIIANIUCS TinbKU TenbOyXu B IJIaBHSX, He IIoOMarajiu HisfKi OsSObKiBCbKi XUTPyBaHHS, i
TYT y2Ke HaUTBepHili gy Moriu 0 ynacTu y Bigdawu.

[TopsATYHOK, 3maBasocs, 3HAUIIOB CITbCHKUY KOBalb ApTeMOH BraceHKo.

— llenkaMu meperopoguTH OBEPi,— CKa3aB BiH.— HaBXpecCT [Ba ILIeNKM 3aBTOBIIKHU B
PYKY, a TOOl Ha IPOTOHUYI i HEe 3aMUKaTH, a 3aKJelyBaTU. YBeuepi I 3aKielaw, BpaHLi
PO3KJIemnai — i KopoBa Ha IMacTiBHUK. Llenok 3y0amMu He meperpuse, CTaHe PO3KJIENyBaTU —
IIOYy€E U MEPTBUU.

Lle Bxke Oyna IMTyKa HafilHa.

3arpuMinu JaHIIOTU B ABOpax, I104ajocs KJleNaHHS [IOHOYI U ymocBiTa. XTO KJIUKaB
ApTeMOHa, a XTO IPHUJIAIITOBYBaBCA ¥ caM, HaATO 3aMOXKHIII ASAbKH, V IKHX Ha BCe €
OTPiOHUY ITpuUIIac.

TuxpeHs OyJlo TUXO, a TOAI Mponana KopoBa B TpuHuKKa. KopiB y HbOro Oyno Tpu, BCi
IIOPOOUCTI, MOJIOYHI, CTOSAIU B KOPIBHUKY, ABepl IKOro caM TpUHYUK IEepPexXpecTUus
TOBCTEJIE3HMMM JaHIIoraMu. JIaHLIOTY JTUIIAIKCS HepyIuMi, IBi KOPOBU TEXK, TPEThOl He
Oyno. 30irnocs miBcena, IPUUINOB roj0oBa KOMHe3aMy, npubir i [TeTekiB 6aThk0 IMUTPO,
roJIoBa CTBOPIOBAHOTO B CEJIi KOJITOCITY, JUBUJIACS, 3HU3YBa/IU IJIeYrMa, PO3BOAUIIU PYKaMU.
Yympacis! I rope # cmix. Tak HiOU Ty KOPOBY XTOCh 3i0raB, K psAfeHIlle, i BUHIC IIif TaxBoOIo,
IIPOIIOB3IIY IIif] JIaHIIOTaMU.

— Mozxe, TyT il 3api3any, a M'siCO BUHECTTU? — BUCJIOBUB XTOCh IYMKY.

— A mKypy ¥ Tens0yxu?

— [ mkypy. B mKypy BCce CKnanu i BUTATIN.

— Tax Hisgkoro x cuiny!

— [ KpoOBI Hi Kalloy4KH.



— Taxk Haye KOpOBa BUIIYPXHYJIa, K IITALIKa.

— Moxe, To 6aTiolIKa 3po6uB il SHroIo0M?

— TlepexpecTtucs! BaTiomka BxXe cTapui i HECITOCOOHMUH.

— Topmli Hevyucra cuna.

— Mo', BigpMa?

— Ta B Hac 1 BiibOM yKe JaBHO HeMa. MaxHOBII K 3aCKOYUIIY, TO IIePEKOJIOLIKAJIX BCiX.

— He maxHoB11i, a 6aHma Mapyci BiibOM BUJIOBIIOBaJIa.

— Moxe, ¥ BOHa.

TpUHYMK XO[UB MiX JTIONbMHU, I0Ka3yBaB CBOI PyKH, 1030MBaHi masblli, 3iTXaB:

— JIrogu mobpi! OnuMu X pykaMu 3aKienyBaB. [IorsgHbTE, Bce XK IiiciHbKe! A KOpiBKU
HeMa. K XKe BOHO Tak, JTIoau mo06pi?

Bumagok OyB He30arHeHHWU, TPOTUNIPUPOOHUM, TAEMHUYNUN. AJle BUMTALOK JIMIIAETHCS
BUIIAAKOM, KOJIX BiH OOWH. A KOJIHU Te caMe IOYKHAa€E IMOBTOPIOBATUCA? A B CeJli CTalu
IIponafaTyé KOPOBH 3-Iif TaKWX 3alopiB, K y TpuHYKKA, MPOMafgaso 1 IO KijlbKa 3a OgHY
Hi4, 1 Hifle Hi cIify, HI 3HaKy — 3aragKoBICThb 1 CTpax.

Osppku 3arynu. [lepia nigo3pa — Ha OpatiB KpuBokopmiB. bo xifa XK He 3HaXOOUIH
TenbOyxiB y nnaBHAX? KpuBokopnu, 6e3npeminHo BoHU! OH AKi po36iiHUIBKI 049i — TakK i
3UPATH, TaK 1 3UPATH.

— He mMoxyTs BoHU. Hikonu x He OyIu 3aMideHi.

— He Oynu, Tak cranu!

— A KOpiB ke SIK 3-3a LIeliB BUTATal0Th?

— BuBopsars!

— Taxk 1enku x.

— Po3KJenyrTs.

— A HIXTO X He uye.

— He uye? OnuH BansgHOK HAACTABAE, a OPYTUM Y BaISHKY U KJIeTae.

— Ta B BaJITHKY X He BUIKO!

— HaBnomarnku. Yu Tu He 6a4uB, K OTOM ixHiM Bacunb BUApPY NOBUTH y Bepuiy? I He
BUAIHO U He YyTU HI4YOTO B BOAi, @ BiH BepIIly HaCTaBUB — 1 BXKe BUApa TaMm!

Arne Ha OparTiB migo3pa x04 i mapmarna, Ta sKach HiOM He31moOKBa, JoOpoayiiHa, Oinbiie
nnsg 6anadox, mo6 ogBecTu myury. HaTomicTh MOMOB3JI0 1O Ceny iHIle, TeMHe, 3TI0BiCHE,
XUXKe:

— To co3iBii KpagyTh!

— B camux 4opTMa, Tak BOHU ¥ APYTHUX i3 Top6aMu XOUyTh MyCTUTH...

— A goOupaloThCS XK [I0 KOPiB SIK? — HE BipUB [IEXTO.

— Ta sak! I'aHyip'ss CBOTO ITOHAHOCSTH i KJIemaloTely TaH4ip'i. XTo XK TaM Io4ye?

— [ He BcTepexercs Bif HUX, 00 Bce K 6ayaTh i 3HAIOTE.

JInxoBicHUY MOTOBip HeaOusAK CTPHUBOXKUB [IeTbKOBOTO OaThKa [IMUTpA, i TOM KMHYBCS [0
paiiony. He MoXHa momycTtuty, 100 oTak raHbOuIu Konrocnny cupasy! I xto x? Kypkymi Ta
ixHi migcmiByBaui. BuBecTu Ha 4uCTy Bomy! A OIS I[bOT0 — HEOOMIHHO 3HAUTH TAEMHUYUX
3nopiiB. Konu HaBiTh [ie HeumcTa CuUia, 10 BUNAAKOBO 3a/IUIINIACS Biff MUHYIUX €I0X, TO



BUKPUTHU ¥ HeuucCTy cuny! [ Bepen ceMUMUIIBHUMY KPOKaMH [0 IiITKOBUTOI ITepeMoru!

B paiioHi moBro gfyManu (3a TOX 4Yac y Celi IMe310 Ie KilbKa KOpiB), 1 HapelITi ax i3
camoro Kobensika mpuciatso ciiggoro Ilanrany.

[IlanTana 3ynuHUBCSA Y HUX, MOSICHUBIIH i€ TaK:

— ¥V nona s He MoXYy, 60 BiH BifOKpeMJIEHUY Bif mepxkKaBu. A s MpeCTaBHUK epKaBH.
Kypkysi — moi KiacoBi Boporu. [1o BIOBKM — Tpix, Ta IIe ¥ XiHKa B MeHe peBHHBa. OT i
BUXOJUTH — TiJIBKHU [0 TOJIOBH.

Y lllanTanu Oyna royieHa ronoBa i moptdens. I Te i Te [TeTbko OauuB ymepime. B cemi i
JUCUX OAObKiB MaliKe He 0YyI0, a TyT ycs rojioBa — siK Konino! Ta e ¥ nmoptdens. 2KoBTui,
3 LYIKOI IIKip#, ABa MiOHUX 3aMKH, IO KJIallaloTh, HiOM KYpKX B OBOCTBOJIII. [I€THKO TiNlbKK
yyB PO nppTderni, ane Hikoau 1le iX He 0aYuB i He OyMaB, 110 BOHU Taki. B moptderni B
[TanTanu Oyn0 IMOBHO IalepiB, 3aKOHiB, OJiBIliB, SKOTOCh TAEMHUYOTO NPUYAHOAISI,
BUI00YB BiH 3BiITH BeIUKUW YUCTUU PYIIHUK, CHHIO OnsillaHy KOPOOKY 3 HaMaJIbOBaHUM Ha
Kpuiui 6in1o3y0uM HerpoM i HanucoM: "3yOHoi nopoinok TOXK3I", mMaToK Musa, MoMa3ox,
OpuTBYy, [3epKajo i ogpa3y XK, mompocuBuu B [IeThKOBOI MaTepi Temsol BOOHU, CTaB
HaMWJTIOBATH T'0JIOBY i MKpeOTH 11 GpUTBOIO.

— [snbKy,— 3auBYyBaBcs [1eThKO,— a HAIll0 0TO BU TaKe pobute?

[lTanrTana Beceno IO3UPHYB Ha Majoro 3-mif 0iol ninu, 671MCHYB MilHEUMY 3y0aMu:

— A TBOSI MaTHU IOpoO[ BUIIOJIIOE?

— Viy.

— 3Haell HaBiIo?

— [Ilo6 6yp'siHOM He 3apoCTas.

— Ot i 5 roo ronoBy, 06 He 3apocTaia Oyp'sTHOM.

— A xi6a B Bac Oyp'siH Ha T'OJIOBi?

— B MmeHe, MoXe, 1 Hi, @ B KOTOCh — i Oyp'siH.

— Tak TO X y KOTr'OCb.

— A 51 Bunosoro Bci Oyp'sHu. [1oMHAB?

[Tepmumu BiH BukjaukaB OpariB KpuBokopniB. [IeThbKO caMe NIpUTHAB KOpiB i3
IIaCTiBHUKA, TOXK MIr MOKPYTUTHUCS HEMOJaliK of CJIig4oro, mo6 He MPOraBUTH IIOCH LiKaBe.
Martu 3acBitunia Karaselp, lllantasa BCiBCS Ha IOKYTi, PO3iKJiaB Ha CTOJIl lTaepyu U 3aKOHY,
3arocTpuB oJiBLsA, KpUBOKOPAU HACHUIy BMICTHUJIMCSA B XaTi, CTajlu Offais, Hignupanu
YOPHUMHU I'0JI0OBAMU CTEIIO.

— IIpomy cigmaTtu,— ctporo 3BeiB [llanTana. bpaTu TpoxXu MOBOPYIIUIUCS, ajle 3 MiCLA
He iU,

— 41 ckazas: yciMm cictu! — 1m1e cyBopillle TOBTOPUB CIIigYXM.

— Ta Mu ¥ TaK,— CKa3aB cepeqyabinuii i3 6paTiB, 3axapbKo.

— Bu noBuHHI cicTy mepep mpaBocyngsam!

— [uTtaiiTe BKe, 60 MM MOXKEMO ¥ IiTH,— CIOKIWHO IMOpafuB oMy 3axapbKo.

[MlanrTana MaB O6u po3nuTaTu Ipo OpaTiB Xoda 6 i B [leThKa, ToAi 3HAB OM PO HUX TPOXHU
Oinblile, a TaK — caMi HecrofiBaHKU. BiH moyaB 110Ch MUCATH, TOMi 3BePHYBCS 0 OpaTiB:

— BigmoBimaTtu Ha Bci Mol 3anuTaHHs. Halnepiine 3alIpOTOKONIOEMO PO Balli



ocobucTocTi. XTO 3 BaC CTapIIUn?

['aBpusno BucyHyBcs nonepeq 6parTis.

— [IpisBuie, im's1, Mo 6aTbKOBI? ['@BPUIIO MOBYAB.

— Bu meHe uyeTe? ['aBpuiio MoBUYaB.

— Bu 1m0 — He xoueTe BiAmmoBigaTH?

— Ta Bu ciuTauTe MeHe — g BCe BaM 1 CKaxy,— I10faB rojoc 3axapbko.— A ['aBpuio He
TOBOPUTE.

— Bin mo — "iMuun?

— IITo6 yxke HiMuUH, TO ¥ Hi, Ta TinbKKu HeOanakyuuil. Bu #oro Kpaile He dinaiiTe, a TO
111e BOAPHUTE.

— e mo — norpo3sa”?

— Ta g X BaM KaxXy: CIUTauTe, KOJIU 1110, MEHe.

— l'apasp. Topi BipmosimaliTe Bu. Crepiy 3a Hboro. OTXke, iM's, 1o 6aTbKOBI, Ipi3BHUIIIE.

— KpuBokopau Mu BCl.

— Pik HapogXKeHHS?

— XTO X HOTrO0 3Hae.

— Micue HapogXXeHHA?

— Ta sake xk micue? B MaTepi BCi U HAPOOUIIUCH.

— baTpKu Ballli — XTO BOHH, fe?

— A pe x? Martu BMepnu, 9K Bacuns Haponunu, a 6aThbka MaxXHOBII 3apy0Oaru.

— Tak Bu — 3axap? A monoauuu?

Momnopmmy, Bacuns, Koy 1o HeOro 3BepHyBCs lllanTana, 3aCBUCTIB.

— Tu 4oro cBUCTUII? — Bifl 3MUBYBAHHS Ciguuil 3a0yB PO CBOE BBiulMBe "BUKaHHS" i
IIePeuIloB Ha "Tu".

Bacumb 3aCBUCTIB I1je fyXK4e.

— Bu He 3BaxaiiTe,— 3acnokoiB [llanrany 3axapbko.— BiH y Hac Takui. CBUCTHTS, i
Bce. Konu 1o Tpeba, muTaiite MeHe.

[TanTana cTaB BUNMUTYBaTH, YU MOXKYTh BOHU AOBECTH CBO€ anibi, To6TO mopa3sy 3
Ha[iMHUMHU CBifKaM¥ IIepeKOHATH MOTO, 10 B Ti HOYi, KOJIK MPOIIafaliy B Celi KOPOBY, BOHH,
ToOTO BCi Tpu OpaTu, OyAM Oech y 30BCiM iHIIMX MiCISX i He MOTJIM MaTHU HiSIKOTO
BiIHOIIIEHHS [0 KPagiXKoK.

Bacunp Ha Take 3aCBUCTIB Iije nyxk4ye, ['aBpusio nepecras i quxaTy, a 3axapbko TPOXU
II0AyMaB, TOM1 KUHYB:

— e mu konu Oynu, TOro ¥ CBATUM OyX HE 3HAE.

— To6T0? — cTpenenyBcs crniguuii.— I[Ipoiry mosiCHUTH!

— A XTO X MOXKe 3HATH, K MM TO Ha pubi, TO 3a 3BipoM, TO OO YyKOI MOJIOOHUIIi, KOTTHX
pa3oM, a KoJlu ¥ ypo3apib, a Hodi XK TeMHi 1 y>Ke [OBTi, IJIaBHI LIXPOKi, ceso Benuke. [le Tam
YHUSICh KOPOBa, a [ie TU caM — XTO TyT po36epe?

— To 0 X BUX0OuTH? Y BaC HeMae€ [0Ka3iB HEeBUHHOCTI? bpatu moBuanu. llanrtana
IIIIOB IM Ha3yCTpiy.

— Byny 3 Bamu BimBepTuii. [loKa3iB Ballol BUHU TeX HeMae. € TinbKu mifo3pa. Big Bac



3aJ1eXKUTh — CIIPOCTYBATH il 4M...

3axapbKo ITOXMYpPO YCMIXHYBCS.

— A BU mocCTaBTe KOJIO HaIllol XaTH MininioHepa Bocko-00MiHUKaA, Xall cTepexe, 100 MU
Hikymu. Tomi #1 mobayuTe: mpomnagaloTh KOPOBU UM Hi.

— HeMae B MeHe MiilliOHEPIB CTABUTH IIifl KOKHUM KYILIEM.

— Taxk Mu X He Ky,

— OpHuM CJ10BOM, 4 Bac nornepenus. BaMm sicHO? IniTh, a S IOOUBIIIOCS.

KpuBoxkoppau mimiu, a BHOYI IIponajo B cejli 1e ABl KOpoBHU. | ogHa 3 HUX — 3HOB ¥
TpuH4YUKa.

TpUHYMK XOAWB MiX AsSObKaMH{, IPUTUCKYBaB [0 TPyAel PYKH, MaJio He IJIaKaB:

— JIromu mo6pi, Bu xk GauuTe! ITycTSTh MeHe co3iBli 3 Topb6aMu! B camux TinbKu BoIi,
TaK BOHU U Y HaC OCTaHHIO KOpiBYUHY... JItogu mobpi!

YBeuepi [TeTbKiB 6aThK0O MaB KpyTy po3MoBy 3 IllamTanozo.

— Ha Kpusokopais Bu fapeMHo. TyT fi€e iHIlla cujia,— CKa3as BiH.

— Moxe OyTH.

— Bopoxa cuina.

— Moxe OyTH.

— Ta He Moxke OyTH, a TaK BOHO i €! — BUTYKHYB 0aThKO,

— To HaBe[iTh NOPALOK Yy CeJli.

— Jlerko cka3atu. bauunu, ske B Hac ceno? KitoMeTpiB HecATh y340BXK IIJIaBHIB, TaM
jtic, memtora, KoBOaHi, TaMm cTert, sipu, Oarpaku. He ceno, a 1ina gepzxkasa, pecny0Omika!

— AHapxisl TyT y Bac, a He pecny6iika,— crnokiHo cka3aB lllanrana.— IlopsApnky HEMaE,
OT BOHO it 3aKoB6Gacuiocs. A crigctso mo? Momy Tpefa HMTOUKY. € HATOUKA — M0 KIy6ouKa
miipewt. Hema — cupu ¥ OyMKy rapjau. 4x0u 3uMa, cHir, 6ysno 0 nerme. [Joig, 6arHioka —
TeX Jieriie. A B Bac xke Hiuoro. Cobaku cnyxk00B0i B palioHi HeMa€. BuknukaTtu 3 061acTi —
KypH4 3aCMIOTh!

— dxkuyi TyT cmix? TyT clipaBa moniTU4YHA,— CKa3aB 6aTHKO.

— Moxe, 1 MOJNITUYHA.

BoHu roBopunu Ie SKich He3po3yMini cinoBa, ane [IeTbko BXke He 4yB, 00 CIas,
HaTOMJIEHU 3a [IeHb Ha MMaCTiBHUKY, e He TaK TAKKO [TaCTH OTUX KOpIiB, K 3aBEpPTaTH.

BiH 111e He 3HaB, 1[0 YEeKa€ MOT0 3aBTpa.

3maBajnocsi, JeHb — 9K [OeHb. PaHO-BpaHI, MOO0XKYyH04YH, 00MiKalOYUCh XOJIOAHOIO
POCOI0,— 3a CBOIMK KOpPOBaMH Ha IACTiB-HUK, TOOi MpUTHaIM Yepeny Ha 00if, CTUPIyBaBIIU
ii 3a MaTBiiB-CbKOI0 KOBOaHEI0; KOU COHIIE IepecTao IPHUIliKaTH, 3HOB MyCTUIN XynoOy Ha
naimly, KOpoBu opo30pefanucs CKinbKy ¥ KMHEINI OKOM, a MaJli IacTyXu B3SJIUCS [0 CBOIX
CIpaB: rpajii B Macja i B XOBauKa MiX KONUSMU, BHUPizanu cobi KMUKKU B AyOHSIKAX,
PO3BOAMIN BOTOHb y KaOuli # mapunu gy0oBi 3aroTOBKY OJIs Kapaio4dok. Komu X yBeuepi
cTanu 30upaTy dyepeny, o0 rHaTU gogoMy, He cTtano ®eHbunHOI KOpoBU. [1eThKO MeTaBCS
TYOU ¥ CIO[IM, BUJIa3UB Ha KOMHUIO, 100 masi mobauuTtu,— KopoBu He Oyno. A BepTatucs 06e3
Hel BiH He Mir. Xynonui norHanu 4epeny f[o cena, [leTbko mobir mo mjaaBHAX MIyKaTH
npomnaxy. [le mykaTu — IIbOTO HiXTO 0 MOMYy He cKa3aB. [11aBHi OH SKi IIMPOKI, Hi KiHIA iM,



Hi Kpato. TaM /1031, TaM IIPOTHOI, TaM IIu004Ye3Hi 6anKy 3 KOBOAHAMHU. 3amaceThCss KOpoBa
Ha MOJIOHiY TpaBi meck Oins [ixkuHol a6o YopHol kKoBOaHi, 0inst 3ag0p0oKHIBCHKUX KOBOAHBOK
— no6Gayuil ii TiTbKY TOMi, KONMU CTaHell Haf TUMU ypBuIllamMu. A cripoOyi o06iratu Bce Iie
6e3mexxks! Ille xou O meHb, a TO BXKe COHIle 3aMIIIIO 3a CTiHY, Ha IJIaBHi HalJIWBa€
YOpPHOTA, XOJIOAHI TiHi myraioTh ToO1 IPOCTO i HOTH, BCe TUXHE ¥ HiMie, TilbKU Momae
TOJIOC CTpax, Ta BCe TOJIOCHImuY i 37oBicHimmu. [leTbko Ha 6iry cTykaB 00 3eMJIi0 Jy00BUM
KUUKOM, 1100 BiflirHaTH CTpaxu, aKi Omuxkue i 6uxYe migbupanucs N0 HbOTO, BiH MpoOyBaB
KJIMKaTu KOpoBY: "MaHs! Mans! MaHb!", Ta caM 3/1KaBCS CBOI'O KBOJIOI'O T'0OJIOCY Cepef
0e3MexXKs MPUTUXIINX TpaB. Bin 006irap HanbmuxK4i KoBOAHbKM, Hifle He 3HAMIIIOB KOPOBH i
Telep yXe ¥ He 3HaB, fe il ImykaTu, Oir HaBMaHHS NJIaBHSIMM, CIIOTHUKaABCS, IafaB,
cxnunyooun 6e3Cii3Ho, MepIIii MABOAMUBCS i THAB Aasli MIOCUNH, Oir i Mmrakas, Iaakas i Oir, a
TeMpsiBa Oe3IleecHO, aje XKOPCTOKO BUCTyTaja 3 3eMJIi i cTaBajia nepeq XJI0IIeM YOPHUMU
ctinamu. [ He6O CTaBaJI0 TEMHIIIUM i TEeMHIIIUM, SKiCh BEJIUKI NTAaXH, IMIBUOKO-IIBUOKO
Tpilamy4u KPUIbMu, IPOJIETIIM Ha HiYJIir, Majio He 4inaiouu [IeTbKOBOI T'OJIOBY, HalsKallu
MaJjior0 MOTOPOIIHMMHK KpuKaMmu: "Kma-kma-kna!" Toml mocs cTajgo THaATHUCS 3a HUM,
CTpalllHe, BeJIKe — Ha BCi MIaBHi, THanocs 0e3Ty4yHO, IPUTAEHO, 100 BiH i He MOYYB, Ta
[TeTpKO 3HaB, IO BOHO XEHETHCH, 1 IIJIaKaB TEIep yXe I0-CIPaBXKHbOMY, PACHUMU
C/Ib03aMU, ajie MOBUYKHU.

[ TyT #iloMy Buysocs, HiOU fech MyKHYJIa KOpOBa.

— MaHb-MaHb-MaHb! — miocunu 3akpuyaB [1eThK0, 3a0yBIIY i MPO TEMPSBY, i PO CTpaX,
1 Ipo Te, 10 XXE€HEThCA 3a HUM, TOAl CTaB, 3JI0BUB IIEPECOXJIUM POTOM IOBITPSA, IIPUCITYXaBCH.
MykHy7I0 1€ pas, i #oMy HaBiTh 34anocs, HiOu BiH ynidHae ronoc PeHbYMHOI KOPOBH.

— MaHb-MaHb-MaHb! — yXKe Malike Becejlo I'YKHYB XJiomnelp i mobir Tynou, 3BiIKu
mouynocsd MyKaHHs. [loBenocs o00iratu moBry Kopb6aHio MupoHuxy i BriaubnioBaTucs B
IyOuHYy, Kyou ¥ yIeHb BOHM He HaBaXKyBaJlUCSd IMOTKHYTUCH, ajie Ternep yxke [leTbko 3a0yB
IIPO BCe Ha CBiTi, BiH K/IMKaB KOPOBY, & BOHa BiAryKyBasacs i MOBOU BeJla OT0 110 HEBUOUMIN
HUTILIL CBOT'O BififlaJIeHOr'0, IIPUTJIYXJIOTO0 MYKaHHS.

Bin 3HaumoB OeHbUMHY KOPOBY B TEMHIU I'ylIaBUHI, 3BIOKU BiMHYJIO Ha HHOTO TEILIOM,
3MilllaHUM 3allaxOM MOJIOKa, XKOBaHOI TpaBH, CBiXKMX Ki35KiB i KOPOB'A40l cedi, mpomepcs
KPi3b 3a4imniIuBi 3apoCTi, TPOLTYPXOTiB yOOBUM JTUCTSIM, BUCKOUYUB Ha MaJIeHbKY TaJIIBUHKY i
OCTOBIIIB.

Yu OyBae mpyx0Oa Mix KopoBamu? HixTo mpo Ile HiKOJIM He Ka3aB, i HIKONIU He YyB
[TeTbKO IIPO Take, a OCh Telep MaB [IePeKOHATUCS Ha BJlacHI 0d4i, 110 Taku icHye. bo cipa
deHbUYMHA KOPOBA, 3a SIKOIO BiH oO4YajianasB IOJIOBUHY IJIaBHIB, CIIpaBIi CTOs/IA Iepeq HUM,
HaCTaBJIAIYY Ha HHOTO Telljle, HallaCeHe YepeBo, ajle X He caMa, a I1e 3 IKOICh KOPOBOW —
YOPHOIO B 0iNTMX MaTKaX, BOHU CTOSJIM T'OJI0Ba [I0 TOJI0BH, MOBOHM Oecifyiouu, K OBi MOOPYTH,
Ta TiIbBKU OfHAa CTOSJa BiJbHO, a Apyra Oyna npus'si3aHa fo gyba MIIHMM HanuradeM i
CIlyTaHa KPYTUM MPSAAUB'SHUM ITyTOM.

[TeThbKOBE OCTOBIIHHS TPUBAJIO TiJIbKM MUTh. BiH CTpUOHYB IO KOPiB, IOTJIAAUB IIif] IITHEI0
i moYyxaB 3a BYXOM CBOI0, TOMi CTYIHYB ONnuxX4e [0 IpuUB'a3aHol. BoHa moTtsaraynacsa mo
XJIOTIISI M'IKOI0 MOPMOI0, BMUTh 00CIMHMIIA KOMY IIjIede, TJIyX0 3aMy-Kajla, Hibu 3acTorHama.



BupHo, HI Jo€Ha, Hi HanyBaHa. Ta He mpo 1e monyMaB [IeTbKO, YHUKAOYYU HaCTUPJIUBOT O
KOPOB'SIY0r0 CIIMHEHHS.

[Io #tomy OyJIO TYT MyMaTHU-PO3AYMYBaTH, KOJIX BiH yIli3HaB KOPOBY!

To Gyna Ta cama TpuHYKMKOBa KOpPOBa, SIKa BYOpa BHOUYI TaEMHHUUO IIe3Jla, TPOBefeHa
HEBIIOMOI0 CUJIOIO Kpi3b 3aJIi3Hi JIaHLIIOTY Ha [ABepsAaX KOpiBHUKA!

XTo ii ctomu puBiB? XTO IpUB'sg3aB? Yu I1le JOBro TpUMaTUME TYT HelllaCHY XymoOuHy?

[TeTbKO KMHYBCS BifIB'sI3yBaTH KOPOBY, aje Hanurad OyB TaKuiM TOBCTHUU i By3JIX Taki
MiIIHi, III0 He MigfgaBaaucs Woro naabuynkaM. [Ipo myTo rofi it Ka3aTu, BOHO 0yII0, K 3ajli3He.

[ITo x BiH MaB pobutu? birtu mepimiit gogoMmy, ckasatu ciiguoMy llanrani, 6aTeKOBi? A
deHbyrHa KOopoBa? Ta i CTpalIHO CaMOMY B IJIaBHSX. YABOX i3 KOPOBOIO He TaK CTPAIIHO. 3
nBoMa Oyro 6 e minime, Ta 6ad...

Bin 3HOB mornapuB ®eHbYMHY KOPOBY, TUXO IOKJIMKaB "MaHb-MaHb' i, obiliMaiouy,
HACKIiNIbKY csAraja pyKa, 3a Iuio, cimpobyBaB MOBECTH ii, ogpuBao4u Big moapyru. Koposa
CIIyXHSIHO IIillIJla 3@ HUM 3 TUXUM 3iTXaHHSAM, Y SKOMY BUYyBaJIOCS BAOBOJIeHHS. Tex Oyna
HeJI0EHA, i MOJIOKO BXkKe, MaOyTh, PO3MUPAJIO 1 BUM'S.

Bubpasiucs i3 rymaBuHu Ha BinbHUYM HMpocCTip, [IeThbKO cipoOyBaB 3a0XOTUTHU KOPOBY
6irTu migTIONIleM, i BOHa 3HOBY IIOCIIyXajacs, He BificTaBaja Bifl HbOTO, TEIJIO AuXajla HoMYy B
IIMI0, TSIZKKO YOBIIA/la PATUILSIMU I10 TpaBi "4oBm-4oBn!". 3HOB HiOU IIOCH BeNUKE ¥ CTpaIIHe
THAJIOCS 3a HUMH, ajie Tenep yxke [TeTbko He 60sBCs, 60 KopoBa Oyia Ire OinbIlla, HiX Te, 1110
THaJIOCH, a IIe X BiH He IIPOCTO BTiKaB, @ KBAllMBCS 3 HA3BUYaWHO BICTIO JOIOMY, IO OTOTO
CJIiTYoro 3 OPUTOIO I'OJI0BOIO i MKIPIHUM IOPTHEIEM.

BaTpko 3 clifuuM caMe BeudepsiIu. 1IU S€4YHIO Ha caii, Ky lllanrana, I00XKy0uH,
3anyBaB KUCIIKOM. BiH HanuBaB MOT0 B KYXOJIb NMPSIMO i3 CTOSHISA, MaOyTh, MIONHO
IIpUHEeCeHOoro MaTip'to 3 morpeba, muB i 06Mu3yBaBCcs, ax [IeTbKOBi 3aX0TiOCS ¥ camMoMy
IIPOMOYUTH IIEPeCcoXyie TopIIo.

— Kop... Koposa!..— nexgBe BUMOBUB XJIOIELb.

— ¢Ika KopoBa? — 3BiB rojoBy 6aTHKO.

— Tpundy... TpuHYMKOBA.

— Tpun4yukoBa?

— Ta, mwo nopomnana.

— Hy! — GaTbKoO BifCyHYB Tapinky, rnsgHyB Ha [leTska Buputyin.— o tu menem?

— 3Haumos... 4 1 3HANUIIOB.

— Jle? — 3aKpHuaB, CXOIJIIOIYNCH, OATHKO.

— B [yOuHi, 3a MupoHuxoio. '

— He moxe OyTH.

— Bce moxe OyTH,— OOKIHYMBIIN KUCJISK, CIIOKiHO mpoMoBuB IllanTana.— Moxe OyTu
Bce. [TaBai, [TeTrko, Mo nopsaaky. Tu sk? CaM Oauus.

— bauus.

— JlaBHO?

— Ore mpubir 3BiATH.

— Ile maneko?



— Ta... manexo.

— 4K ™M — TyguU?

— IllykaB kopoBy ®enpunHy. A BoHO TeMHO. He BupgHO Hi4oro. A BoHa 3aMykasa. He
denburHa, a TpuHYKMKOBa. MabyTh, HefloeHa. Moxke, 1 He HalyBaJu.

— Tak. He goinu. He HamyBanu. Tu 3BigTu gk? [IBugKo?

— IIpubir. I3 KopoBoio.

— 3 KOpPOBO10? 3 IKOH0?

— 3 OeHbYUHOIO.

— A ta? [Ipyra?

— IIpus'a3ana. I cnytana. f He Mir po3B'sa3aTy.

— ITapemHO T 3 KOpoBo1o. Tpeba Gyno camomy. 11106 mBumIIE.

— Tak cTpamHo X caMOMy.

— Hy, tenep He 6iicsi. Tak. [Jobpe. [Imutpe ITaHacoBuuy, Ty 3i MHOW0, Tak? Tpeba
nonaTtux. Heraino. I Tynu. IToBepem nac, IleTeky? Brpanum tynu?

— Yoro 6 xke He BTpanuB? CKinbKu pa3iB KymaBcs B MuUpo-HUCI, Ta 111e ¥ He BTpanuTyu!

Hazapm mo Muponuxu I[TeThko He 0Oir, a neTiB Ha Kpunax! He 3a HUM rHanocsi — BiH
THaBCS, i HiY He NgKalla YOPHOTOIO, a Oyjla 3eJieHa, K TpaBa B IJIaBHSAX. Telep He BiH
06o0siBCc — xal 00IThbCS BCe OTe CTpalllHe ¥ HeBimoMe Tiel cunu, SKy BiH Befme 3a c000Io0.
BaTpk0 3 OBOCTBOJIKOIO, TPO€ MOHATUX i3 Bunamu, y llantanu, MaOyTh, € HaraH, X04 BiH
10T0, IOTIPaB/a, ¥ He 1MOKa3yBaB, ajie HOCTEMEHHO ITOBMHEH OyTH, pa3 € HaraH y MifilioHepa
BockoOoiiHuKa.

CinbChKi OgmbKY BMIiIOTh i XOOUTH ¥ OiraTy HEUYTHO, HAATO XK IO TpaBi, ane [llanTarni Bce
YOMYCh 3[aBajocs, HiOM BOHU 3aHAATO TYNOTSATH i TYIIOTATH, i BiH 3Hail ocTepiras: "Tuxure!
[ITe Tuxuie! XTo Tam Tak guxae? — I cam go cebe 6ypmoTiB: — Beturuytu 6! 'onoBHe —
BCTUTHYTH!"

Bouu taku BcTuriu. Koposa Ife cTosna IpUB'si3aHa, Hifle HIKOTr0, BiB'sI3yd, PO3IIYTyX
nyTo i Begu xymoOuHy. AJle Bce cTanocs He Tak, K ysaBasaB co0i [leTsko. [llanTana cxoBaB
yCiX y KyIIli, po3TallyBaBIlIu Tak, 100 40 KOPOBYU HiXTO HETOMiYeHUM MPOHUKHYTH He Mir, i
CTporo 3BeniB 3avaiTucsg. Hi Kyputu, Hi roBOpuTH, Hi KalNATHA, Hi HaBiTh guxaTtu. CaMm
CIIigYMY 3aMacKyBaBCs pa3oM i3 [IeTbKOM, X04 HAINO TYT 1 MACKyBaTHUCs, KOJIU TeMpPSBa —
X0Y B OKO CTpeJIb.

Cupinu moBro, ax IleThbKOBi HaOpuAo, i BiH TUX0 COUTaB Clig4oro: "A KOro mMu
nincrepiraemo?" — "Lute!" — KOpoTKO KMHYB oMy [llamnTana i MiIJHO CTUCHYB XJIOIIEB]
nede. MoB gopocioMy. KoMy Take He criomo0aeThes?

XKpgaTtu goBenocd OoBro. Moxe, ¥ 3a miBHi4. Ane BUSIBUJIOCH, IO CIIIO4YHUU yce
po3paxyBaB TOYHO. IXHi 04i Tak 3BUKJIUA 10 TEMPSBH, 110 KOXKEH yxKe 0auuB, AK yOEHb. A TyT
e IoMOrJjila ¥ KOpOBa, 3aMyKaBIIIX, BUAHO, Ha3yCTPiu SKiiCh 3HauoMmiu gyiai. CapaBni,
He3a0apoM Ha rajsiBUHY NPOCIK3HYyJla TeMHa [IOCTaTh, A3€HbKHYJIO BiIpO, MOYYBCH
YyoJI0BiuMi rojoc. YoJoBiK II[OCH TOBOPUB OO0 KOPOBH, ane IleThKO BxkKe He po3iOpas, 60
[lMTanTana pa3om 3 6aTbKOM KUHYIUCS A0 TOTO TEMHOTO YOJIOBiKa, 3a HUMU IOHSTI 3 BUJIaMHU.
[TeTbKO, SICHA piy, He BificTaBaB, BiH Mir OM 3alpPUCATHYTHUCS, 110 B CIig40T0 B PyIli OyB



HaraH, i fuBHO OyIo Tinbku Te, YoMy IllamTasna He CTPiNsgB, HY, X049 OM OfWH pa3, yropy, O
OinbIIoro mepesnsiky, OOHAK MMOCTPiny He Oyno, Moxke, He OyJi0o ¥ HaraHa, Ipo Iie 3roJIoM
[TleTbko 3a0yB i He 3ragyBas.

Bpizanocs oMy B mam'sith, sIK 6aThko U [llamTajna CXONUIM TOTO TEMHOTO YOJIOBiKa 3
OBOX OOKiB, K 0AThKO MalxKe 3acTorHas: "OT xke ran!", a caiguuil CIOKIMHO CIIUTAaB:

— I'pomapsinuHe TPUHYUK, IO BU TYT pobute?

Tol TeMHUI YOJIOBiK, BUXOOUTH, He OyB HiIKUM 3710Ai#, a caM TpuHYUK!

— 4? — narigHeHbKUM CBOIM Troji0coukoM rnepenutaB TpuHuuk.— Illo pobmio TyT? A o1le,
3BUHANUTE, TPABUUKU KOPIBII...

— A neGepka?

— 3poitu. Il]o6 TBaprHa He My4uIach.

— Tak. OTXe, BY 3HasY, 110 Ballla KOpoBa TyT?

— Hy, Ko X TBapuHa My4UTHCA. ..

— 3poitu? — 3acuyaB 0aThK0.— MoKe, XOTiB HAIIOITH MOJIOYKOM TI'OJIOGHHUX CO3iBIIiB?

— Imutpe ITaHacoBuuy,— 3abenbkoTiB Tpunuuk,— IMutpe [TaHacoBuyy...

— Moguwu, kouTpa! I'ag moB3yuuii! Co3iBli csAKi ¥ Taki, a TU CBITUM Ta O00XKuii... | BCi Bu
TIUTalKU NpoknATi! XoTinum KMHYTH Ha Hac TakKy raHbp0y! Kaxu: Kygum Kopis
cripoBagxKyBanu? Ilpu3HaBaucs!

— Imutpe ITanacoBuuy! Ak mepen 6orom!

— Kaxu 6e3 Oora!

— Ha xyTopu, [Imutpe [IanacoBuuy. [ He g X 11o4as, He 4. lle BXXe Ha MeHe HAIlOCLIUCA.
A s 1 Kaxy: mogu goopi...

— MoBuu, TUXUH Ta qoOpwuii!

— I'pomapsinvHe TPUHYUK,— CIOKIMHO MPOMOBUB ciiguuy lllanTana,— BU 3aTpuMaHi 1K
BUHYyBaTellb 3JI0YNHY, CIIPSIMOBAHOI0 Ha MifipuB PafsiHCHKOI BlIaAy i KOITOCIHOTO Jafy.

[, mpomoBs0YM 1l CIIOBA, BiH OPYKHLO CTUCKYBaB Xy[IeHbKe [IeTbKOBe myiede, Bil 4Oro
[TeTbKOBi CTaBaylio TaK MPUEMHO Ha OYIIi, HiOM MOMY [Janu BUCTPEUTH 3i CIIPaBXKHHOTO
HaraHa, X04Y BiH TakK i He Mir Ou cka3aTu HaneBHe: OyB y ciigyoro IllanTanu HaraH 4u U He
oymno?



