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Ha FOpis cBaToro ornsggas cTapuii I'puilb CBOE moe i 3iTXxaB BaXkKo:

— I'eit, mo 6yme?!. [lo 6yme?!.

[Tone, IK Ta mopora OuTa, TiIbKM Me-He-{ie III0Ch TaKe 3eJIeHieE.

— He G6yne no6pa! e, He Oyme!—nyMaB mmpo cebe.

3ragyBaB: TOMi, K BUUIINA BOJS, 30BCiM iHakme Oymno. BepHyBcS CUH 3 BiliHH,
mocxomunucs napyoku, sk nyou, mo30iranu giBuaTta, SIK TOIOJI, a CTapi rocmopapi-cycigu
TaKO0X He ToJiHyBanucs npupubatu... [Ipoctope I'puieBe noaBip'd ax rysuo... 3abaBaM Ta
BeceJsollaM KiHISA ¥ Kpaio He Oyso. A KolW BUixXaju BO3aMM Ha I0Jie i CTalu IO XKHUTi
KayaTHCs, TO, 3[aBajiocsi, CaMe COHeYKOo 3 Heba 0CMiXaJloCh [0 HHUX...

— Munyrnocs!.. — 3itxaB crapuu ['puips. — ITimio Bce y CBIT 3a BiTpaMu...

[TpoKnATOI TOOUHY IIIIIOB CHH i3 JoMy. [IpucTaB [0 MOBCTAHIIIB Ta ¥ 3aTUHYB [ECh IIifl
KueBomMm. Ctanocs e B mo4yaTKy [IMNuUIiBKY, a TiIbKYM BXKe aX Nepeq caMiCiHbKUM PisgBoM
XTOCh TaKMM BICTKYy IPUHIC i IIanKy mepefas, 10 Bim HebikuuKa 30cTanacs. BMupaiouu,
IIPOCUB He KJIaCTH 11 3 HUM y MOTHIy, 60 Ile HOBiCiHbKa OyIa...

Ta ¥ He moTimmuIa cTaporo 0aThKa I IIaNKa, TiAbKY Ile OiNIbIIOTO KaJlio 3aBmaia. Bci
pamoiti, SK IOMeJIOM 3aMeJio 3 XaTH...

3ropbOartiB crapu¥ I'punp, NMpuUrHyna OOAONY JUXasd TOOWHA. 3apoClio MOABip'a
YOPTOIIOJIOXOM, 3acCBiTwia KIyHS pedpaMu, a IpocTopa XaTa HabiK IMOXUIUIACH...

[ Ha KOpisg cBaTOrO B:KE HE 13U B I0OJIe BecenuTucs. He mpuitinnu mapyoOku, K nyowu,
He 3aBiTany OiBYaTa, K TOIOJI, TiIMBKYU CTapi cycimu He 3a0ynu cTtaporo... [Tompuxogumnu,
CKapXKUJIMCS OOUH OJHOMY, XKYPUJIUCS CIIiIbHO, X0U TOZI 11e ¥ He Oy/I0 CIIpaBXKHbOI OifH. ..

MwuHano miTo i IpuxoAuia 3uMa. 3HOBY MHHA/la 3UMa i MPUXOOUIIO JIITO. 3MIHUIOCS
JKUTTA NMIOACbKe, 60 Oyno Bim yoro. CKillbKU BXKe THX rapMaT Ieperplookasno 3a CeoM, Iif
cenoM i Hap cenom!.. 3Maranucs, IOKins 3Mora Oyna, a MOTiM CKOPUNIUCS ¥ 3aTUX/IH, i TOAi
3aroBopujia cupaBxkHs Oiga. [IpuiIIoB ronof CTpalllHuii, HeuyBaHuu. [Ipyruii pik yxKe 3eMs
He X04Ye POOUTHU. TOMY-TO TaKui CyMHHU OyB meHb cBITOro IOpisi, TOMy-TO He TYpPTOM
BeCeIuM, a MOOAUHII MPUXOOUJIX rocrofgapi AUBUTHUCS Ha CBOI mojsg. CyMHO CTOITh CTapui
['puns Ha cBOiM momi. [ITUBUTHCA Y YOPHY 3€MJII0, Haue HYTpoO ii xoue mobauutu... Cioyxae
BJIACHOT'O Ceplld i He 3Ha€, 110 JieThCs 3 HUM. byB cuH—Borns B3sgma, 6y/10 qo6po—uyKuHIT
PO3TATNIM, CUTa 3eMelbKa POOUTU He X04e, a CTapa Ha TOH CBIT mima... Baxxko ctapomy
['punesi! I'e#, IK BaxKKO!..

Ta 4u He TakK caMO BaXKO ¥ iHIIMM TOCIIOJapsM, 10 Ha CBOi mmojist moBuxomunu?.. Ou, He
minie iM, He minmme!.. [JexTo 3 HuX, m00auyuBIIK CTaporo ['pulls, BKIOHSIETLCS HHU3BKO, 00 TO



K KOJIUCh YOJIOBIK i rocriomap OyB...

Konu TyT migXomuTh O CTApOro MOTO0 OaBHIM IpusaTesnb, KyM Mukuta.—Koaucs BiH
HebiK4YMKa CMHa [I0 XpecTa TpuMaB. — ['eH, sIKi To paficHi yacu Oynu!

[Ipunwmos. I[IpuBiTaBcd. 3aKypuiIu JIIOJIBKY 1 HI CJI0Ba OOUH [0 ogHOro. Hema mpo 1o
roBOpUTH. [IUBNATLCS Ha YOPHE IT0Je i 3HAIOTh Jo0pe, 1110 IX YeKae.

— Yu yynucs-Te, KyMe, 10 B KueBi Bxke oy nrofedt ii9Th? — 3aroBOpUB TUX0 MUKHUTA.

—Ilo Tam cnyxatu HamM?—3iTXHYB cTapuu ['puies.—Ionog!..

[Migivimno e gBoe rocnopmapiB. O6ungBa—cycigu 6nu3bki. [IpuBiTanucs i cobi mMoMbKU
3akypunu. CTOSTh i IUBNATHCS Ha 00piil majeKuil, e COHIYHe MapeBO I'pae€, a 3 YCT Hi
3BYKa.

MoguaTs i QUBIATHCS. Bpa3 Aech 0oCh 3arypKOTiIO. 3OPUTrHyIuc. [yManu—xmapa une,
noirr 6yme. OTNISIHYIUCS, @ HABKOJIO HUX TiNbKY Oife po3naneHe HeOO.

— 3 rapmar 0't0Th! — CKa3aB O[IUH T'OCIIOHAp.

— leit, reit! — o03BaBcs gpyrui rocnogap. — Bee 6'10Th Ta 0'10Th! ..

— [ He ckopoO, TIEBHE, ITIEPECTAaHYTh OUTHU... — Kaxke 3aMUCIeHO MUKUTA.

— O, He CKOpO, He CKOPO!..—XUTa€ ToJI0BOI0 CTapuu [ puilp.

— He ckopo ue Bce MuHeThCA... — TATHYB MukuTa pmani. —BiciM J1iT rpuMaloTs Ta
PYHHYIOTh... 3a BiciMecsTa JIiT He IOBEPHYTU CTpadeHoro... llle oTi MaeTku abo mananu
BCSIKi, TO HiYoro, ane nogu!.. JIroou TiIBKY...

—T'eu, rert!..—po3nATAETHCS IO MOJIIO0 TOCIOJAPChKe 3iTXaHHS.

— JIromu TinbKuM! — IIe pa3 Kaxe OjIg 40roch MukKurTa.

— T'est, mopmu, mogu! — 3iTxHYB cTapui ['punk. — Jltogu, a He mojoBa... HiXTo BXe iX He
3MOXKe IIOBEPHYTH.

— Ou, He 3M0Xke!.. — XUTHYB I'0JI0BOI0 MukuTa.

Ha Muts 3aTuxnu. ['pullb 3irHYBCSA HU3bKO-HU3BKO, HA4Y€e Y 3€MJII0 XOTiB IPOBAJIUTUCS.
IMBUTHCS B MajediHb Ha 00pilt i menoye:

— JuBitbcs! [IuBiThCS!..

Hanpyxunu rocmnogapi 3ip 1 aX DOJOHAMM OYl I103aclioHIOBalu. badaTh: XTOCh
BeJIETEHCHbKUM, HE TO YOJIOBiK, HE TO BiliICHKOBHM, HE TO IPUBUL CYHETHCS B COHAYHIM MapeBi
i HisSIK He po3ibpaTu — 4u BiH MigXOOUTh, YK BigxomuTh. BumHo nuime, 1mo 6ocuii, 6e3 Iamnky,
ajsie B LIMHEI 1 3 pYLIHUIEIO Ha IjIeyax.

F'ocnogapi Ha MUTh aX 3aHiMinM. Hapelti Hepo3yMitoye MOOUBUIIUCSA OOUH Ha OLHOIO,
aJie KOJIX 3HOBY TJISTHYJIM Ha 00pil, TO TaM yxKe TiIbK¥ MapeBo rpaio...

— IIlo BOHO Take?—CIUTaBCA OOUH 3 IOCIIOJApIB.

MuKkuTa AKOCh UyJHO 3aKalllJIsB:

—A, TOH, KaXyTh, 0 IKUNCh AUBHUU KO3aK 110 CBITY XOOUTb...

Bci yBaXkHO MOBEPHYJIUCS Ha HBHOT'O:

—KaxiTs...

— XOoOuTh BiH CKpi3b 1 BCIOOH, 1 HIXTO Hifle He MOXKe 3aTPUMaTHU HOro...

—Yyno boxe!—3iTxHYynu rocropapi.

— A Moxe ¥ Kapa... — IpoMOBUB i MukuTa. — ByB, 0TXKe, Hi YOIOBIK, Hi BiiCbKOBUH, Hi



IIPUBHL...

Crapuii ['pulib 3aAuBUBCS Ha 00pii.

— Hy, a ore, 1m0 My 6ayuny TijIbKY 110, 1110 BOHO Take?

— Moxe 1 BiH camuu!.. — 3iTxHYB Mukuta. — ByB, 0TXe, Hi 40JIOBIK, Hi BiliCbKOBUY, Hi
IIPUBHL...

CoHue cTos710 B cepenuHi HeOa, i B moi Oysia BaXKKa CIieKa.

—Xo[ UTh,—3aroBOpuB 3HOBY MukuTa. —XOOUTUME OOTHU, NOKU IPUMITUMYTh rapMarTy,
K KaXYyTh JIIOOY, @ BOHO HaueOTO ¥ mpaBfa, 110 BiH Oifibllle BChOT0 MYKHUKaM 3'SIBISETHCH...
KaxyTs, 1110 BiH KONKUCH OOPOBIIPHO BCTYIUB 0 YKPaiHCHKOIO BiliChKa i ¥ BCix 005X GUBCA
3a Ykpainy. Ta cTanmocs Tak, IO i OOHUM BEeJIMKUM MiCTOM cepef 3ajli3HOro OOy Ta
rapMaTHOTO BOTHIO BIIaB MEPTBUM i Tak MmimioB Ha Tou cBiT. O6ipBaHuil, 60cuil i TonuM
3aMHUCIUBCS BiH Haf HO/Iel0 CBOE€—Io pobuTu?.. "[loci TimbKu Te ¥ poOuB, 10 CTPINSIB Ta
py06aB, TpoMUB Ta po30uBaB, a TYT TaKa Harjla 3MiHa. 3BUYaiiHa piy, IO A TaKUX Miclle
TiTbKY B MeKJi"... — mogyMaB BiH TakK mpo cele i millIoB IPOCTO OO0 Mekia. [IpoiiIoB Kpi3b
YOPHO3€eM, IIPOCYHYBCS KPi3b I'MUMHY, MPOTUCCS KPi3b MiCOK, mMpomoBOaBcs Kpi3b KaMiHb i
HapeINTi ONMHUBCS B CaMill cepenuHi 3eMIi, me 3HAXOMUThCS MeKyo. [T00auyuBIIM IeKelbHi
IBEePi, BiH CMiNIMBO IOCTyKaB. BUUIIIOB 0O HEOTO BAPTOBUM YOPT 1 IIUTAE:

—Yoro T006i?

—JIIo meKJia MPUUIIOB,—Kaxe K03aK,—CMEePTHi Ipixu Maio, 60 3a XKUTTS CBOTO JIIOJeH
MOpayBaB!..

BapToBui 4opT 3HEBaXKJIMBO BCMiXHYBCS i ITOBiB MOT0 10 MMEKEIBHOT0 Mucaps, 1mob Tou
CIIPaBUBCS IIPO KibKIiCTh MOT0 T'PixiB i mo ix Mipi Ipu3HaYuB oMYy Miclie.

—3BiKKU?—CIHepIily BChOT0 3alIUTABCA MOT0 EeKEeJIbHUM MHUCap.

— 3 Vkpalnu!—cka3aB KO3akK.

— Hy, mo? Jo6oponucs 0o Kpaio,uu Ife 6opeTecs?—KapToMa CIHUTABCS IeKeIbHUU
Iucap, a IPUCYTHI IIPU TOMY YOPTHU Tak 1 3aJIUJIUCSA CMiXOM.

HapemTi nekenbHUM nucap CTaB LIyKaTU XOro0 B cBoii KHu3i. IllykaB, mIykas, myKas i
TaK¥M He 3HAWILIOB MOT0 TaM...

— Hewma B Hac Takoro! — Kaxe mmcap. — Mu Jimmre Ha METapcTBa, MOXKe CaM 3Haieln
co0i micrze.

[TimoB KO3aK Ha MHUTaApPCTBa.

— Ha 3acnanHi B Cubipy 6yB? — cnuTanucs #0oro Ha IepIliM MUTapPCTBi.

—Tpu pokwu, Ta 11e ¥ 3a APOTAMHU... — BiITIOBIB BiH.

I Tomi #iomy moOpi oyl mopaguiiu:

— Yoro x Ty 6nykaemnt TyT? Ta T¥ UOU DIPOCTICiHBKO [0 Heba!..

[limoB BiH mongMHu, jicaMy, TasiMH, IpaMy, ropaMy, TYMaHaM¥, XMapaMHu i Tak 3auIlloB
ax y 3opsgHe He0O i MPUUIIIOB ITifi caMy 6paMy CBSTOTO paro.

CBIiTNOCSWHNN CTOPOXK TiJIbKU TJITHYB Ha HHOTO, SIK ypa3 BifuWHUB OpaMmy.

— IIlo Tv 3a OAMH? — COUTABCS MOT0 PalChKUU MKUCApP, PO3TOPTal0UYM KHUTY JIIOJCHKOT0
KUTTS.

Bin po3kazaB mpo cebe Bce, 10 TiTbKY MIr MpuUragaTH, a J0 TOTO OofaB IIle 1 Te, IK came



3aruHyB.

[llykae 1OTO pallChbKUU NKCap y KHU3I JIIOACHKOTO XKUTTSI pa3, MIyKae APYTUi i mIyKae
TPETiH, 1 HifgK 3HauTu He Moxke. lllyKae iile pa3iB 30 ABa, a Jaji 3aKpPUB KHUTY i Kaxke UOMY:

—Tebe B 11iX1 KHKU3i HEMA, a Yepe3 Te Uau cobi, Kynu cam xouerr!..

3annakaB OigHMYE KO3aK Haf CBOIM 0e3TaJlaHHSM i ITiIIOB He TiJIbKU IO 3 palo, aje i 3
camoro Heba. TinpKu 110 BUMIIOB 3a HeOeCHY rpaHuIlo, K 6a4uTh BeNUKY OJIaKUTHY [OJIUHY,
a Ha Hill MaJleHbKY XaTHHY i3 cOnoM'sHOI0 CTpixoto. XaTa Oyna 30BCiM Taka, SIK Ta, B AKii
HaAPOJUBCS, a Yepe3 Te ¥ MilloB [0 Hel.

3ai1I0B i UBUTHCA 10 XaTi. baunuTk, 3a cTONIOM Tifg oOpa3aMu SIKyCh ACHY XKiHKY. CTaB
BiH mepeq Helwo i I0Ch YyHe 3 HUM 3p00uI0Cs; He TO CTPAIIHO, HE TO PafiCHO CTaJ0 HOMY...
CTOiTb, IUBUTHCS, @ CaM TaK i TPEMTUTH YOT'OCk...

— To Ty He mi3HAELI MeHe?—IUTAE ACHA XKIiHKA.

— Hi...—cKa3aB K03aK HEeCMIIUBO.

—Ta X Tu HaBiTh MOMIT 3a MeHe!—mpomoBuia BoHa.—OTXe, He Oilicsa! Ak mpuiige 4ac,
TO BCiX MOKIK4y g0 cebe, 60 B MO KHU3i Hi ONUH 3 Bac He MOMUIeHUN! A MOKinb TOM 4ac
HacTaHe, TaK BepTalCs Ha PigHY 3eMJIIO i He laBall CIIaTH yCiM, III0 MeHe JTI00JIITh! ..

[ToKTOHUBCS KO3aK Till SCHIM XKiHII HU3€HbKO-HU3€HbKO Ta ¥ IIOAABCS Ha PifHY 3eMIII0.
A nigyuu mo 3eMiti, cTpiBaB OaraTo iHIIUX TaKWX, K i caM. | Temep XoguTh BiH Bif ceja o
cena, 3 MOJIS OO IO i CKPi3b, [ie TilbKU 0a4YUTh ONHY TYTY MPUCUILIAIOUYY, HECIOLiBAHO
3'ABIISIETHCA 1 TAaK AKYyCh Hafio mopae..."

Kym Mukuta CKiHYUB 1 3amucnuscs. I1oTiM cxonuBcs, Haye IpuUrafas I10Ch, 1 OOas:

— Ot i TOH, 10 3'IBUBCS HaM, TAKOXK, IIeBHE, 3 TAKUX...

— Moxe OyTu... — cKaldanu rocrnopapi. — Moxe To cuH Bati OyB, mimy ['puiio?.. Amxe X
BiH OyB Ha Culipy 3a oty CensiHCBbKY CHiNKy!..

—A MoXe ¥ CUH...—3apuaB CTapuii 0aThKO, IPUCITal0YU [OMOITY...
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