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s icTopis my>ke maBHs. HacTinbKu maBHS, IO XKOIHOTO 3aIKCY PO Hei He 36eperiocs.
OToX, SIKIIO KepyBaTUCS CydYaCHMMHU HayKOBHMHU IOTNIA0aMU Ha CBIT, MIPaBOUBICTH 11
nepeOyBae miJ BeIUKUM CyMHiBOM. MoXXHa HaBiTh CTBEPHAXKYBaTH, L[0 TAKOT0 B3arasi He
OyIo, 110 BCce Ie JIHINEe BUTAOKKW XMMEePHOro omoBimada. CTBepaxyite. Moxe, i He Oyno.
Mozxe, i kpatre, abu He 0yI0.
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ImMnepaTop nopmopoxkyBaB. A6o 3arapOyBaB CBiT — OfHe iHIIOMY He 3aBaXae€, SKIIO TU
OiMCHO MOTYTHIN iMmepaTop. AJjle 3 4acoM 1 MOJOPOXKi, i BiiHA NepeTBOPHIOTHCSA Ha
OymeHHICTh, Bif SIKOI TXHEe MePTBOI0 HyAbroi. CKinbKK He Maxall pyKaMu, HaOpUIuBi MyXu-
OYMKM BCe OJHO IMPUIITAaTUMYTh i cimaTuMyTh TOOi Ha BEeNUYHE YO0 — TYOH, O€ JIEKUTh
HyAbra-Mpenb. Tak IOYMHAKTLCA CTPaTH, 1 pO34PaTOBaHICTh, 1 IepellinTyBaHHs MifIeTrIux
3a crnuHolo. [Tifymernux MoxHa Mo30yTUCS — a OT SIK I030yHelIcs BlIaCHOI CIIMHU?

— YoMy MU 3yIUHUIUCA?

— Hamni — pxXyHri, Miii iMnepaTtope. BiICbKO He 3MOXKe IIPOUTY KPi3b Xallli, TOYHEThCS
emnigeMisi, MA BTpaTUMO AyxKe Oarato mrofed. [1o TOro x...

— IoOpe, Hexal OymyoTh Kopabmi. Ane Mu BonieMo ocyBaTucs: cyxomosioM. Binbepith
HaUKpallux, BUPYyLIa€MO 3aBTpa Ha CBIiTaHHI.

— Cnyxatocs, Miit iMmepaTope, — a B o4aX — TH 0auuIl I1e, TY YUTAEII B HUX, HAa4e B
KHM3i, — OHa-eMHa [yMKa: ITpaBUTEN b 3002KEBOJIiB.

Tu mocMmixaemics: Tak, 3002KeBOJIB — Bifl Hy[IbIH.
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Ilechb y BEpXOBITTi ranacyioTh OTaxy. IX TyT mo 6ica, pi3sHUX: BEIMKHUX i MaIUX, CipeHbKHUX
i HempucToHO-0apBUCTUX. BOHU BCIOAH, iXHi r0OJI0CH MPOAJTy0anu B TBOIM rOMOBi COTHI TUCSY
OipOK i Temep BUIPHO CHOBUTAKTh TYAU-CIOOU — JIUIIE JIYHA PO3XOAUTHCS IIif] YePeroM.

Ha npuBanax HEMOXKJ/IMBO ICTHU: MANyTU MiKiPYIOTh 3rOPYU NMPOCTO Ha PYKY 1 BUAUPAIOTH 3
nanbiiB x1i6 i ¢pykTu. Tu HakalaB y35THU JIYKU ¥ MePecTpinATu 3yxBanbliB. CTpinu
CKIHUMJIUCS Ha TPEeTIiU [OeHb, [ITaxy, CX0XKe, HIKOJIU He CKIHYaThCA.

[Tpupona — 1100 ii! — HemepeMoXkKHa 1 BeJIMYHa.

Tu Haka3dyell HAaMHYTHU WIATPO, 3abupaelics BCepPeOuHYy i iCM HAIIBUAKOPYY, MOKHU
HaBKOJIO CTOAThH i3 OTOJIEHUMU KJIMHKAaMU BapToBi. Kyel i yyel, K nafalTh IIif Jie3aMu
MeUiB IITaXu.
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Ha cenume Ty06inblLiB 3arid HaTpanuB Yyepe3 TUXAeHb. [l0 TOTO Yacy TH BXKe He pa3
II0KAJIKyBaB, LI0 IIOi3 y Il HeTpi. Ajle He MOBEPTATUCS XK Ha3af — TaM, [IeBHO, BXe U HEMae



Hikoro. [TobynyBanu Kopabii Ta MOMIUBIM PiyKolo, 3 KoMbopToM i 6e3 mTaxiB. ¥ BCIKOMY
pazi, 6e3 Takoi KiTbKOCTi mTaxiB.

OTxke, TyOinbii. ['omi, 60ci, TeMHOIIKipi. 3 TakKuX BUXOAATHh MOOPi rimamiaTopu, Komu
MicsilliB 30 Tpu moppecupyBaTu. AkOu Manu 3 cobow Oinmbine nomel, MoxkHa O6yno 0
TIOBUJIOB/IIOBATH LIUX AUKYHIB Ta B3STU [0 CTONulli. [IpoTe MyapicTs — puca, HeoOXimHa
KOXKHOMY iMIlepaTopoBi. Bu oOMmiHIoETECS MMOJapyHKaMu i IIIyKa€eTe CIiibHY MOBY. He MOBy
30poi, innry. "Mu T00i JaMo Tpu pa3Ku HaMMUCTa, TU HAC IIPOBe[ell Ha MmiBHiY. [loOpe, YoTupU
pa3ku. [1I'aTh, ane e ocTaHHA LiHa. ...Mil iMImepaTope, BOHUA TOPTIYIOThCSA, Hadue KYMIli 31
Cxopmy. 9k ckaxeTe, Miii imrnepatope..."

[IpoBigHUK IOTOOXYETHCHA, BU pylaeTe pani. "II'ATe pa3kiB HaMuUCTa 3a TAKOro
rinapiatopa? BurigHuyi reHpens".
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— Y 4yomy cnipaBa? YoMy MU 3yIUHUIUACA?

— Mi# immepaTope, MPOBITHUK Kaxe, 1110 fAajli UTU He MOxHa. Tpeba 06XoouTH.

— Lle yomy?!

— Bin Kaxe...

— Ilo came?

— Bin Kaxe, TaM XuBe OOTUHS.

— 4ka e, go Oica, 6oruHg?

— Papasgic.

— To moxe, UpeThCA PO PigKicHOTO nTaxa? Rara avis, ra?

— Mi#i immepaTope, BiH He 3Ha€ HAIlOl MOBU HACTiIbKM IOCKOHATO, 11100...

— ITobpe, mobpe. MeHi Tpeba mogymaty.

HanwuHatoTes mwaTpo, CTalOTh Ha BapTy OXOPOHIl. Ty AyMael mig Te caMe IapymiHHSA
MEpTBUX MTAUIMHUX Til. dKach 4yansis (3BiAKM BOHA TYT y3sdjacs, pidkKa XK [JaliedeHbKo?!)
poOuBaE MOJIOTHO IIaTpa i majila€ mpocTo mepen To60k0. BuxomnaeHo Med, yoap — 4epBOHO-
Oina BifTsATA rojI0Ba Kialae A3b000M Oiist mpaBol MEIITH, 3aIMBal0YH ii KPOB'10.

Tu mpuiiMaen pileHHs.
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— Ianeko me?

— Mi# immepaTope, BiH Kaxe, BXe 0JIU3bKO.

— 30a€eThCA, TU HEPBYELL.

— Tak, milt imnepatope. MabyTb, MU JapeMHO BUPYIIUIN CIOOU BTPhOX. YCe-TaKH...

— JypHULi.

[lepxiT BEIMKOro, Haye 3eJIeHl Tapijii, JTUCTI HEBiAOMHUX TPOmiyHUX pociauH. llock
KPUYUTh OUKUN KypaBelb.

— OH pe.

— Ile? ITokaxu.

— Om, Ha ckeri. bauure?

Taxk, Tu Oauuil. [ TOMy MOBYHII, He BiATIOBifa€eNl Ha 3auTaHHA. [IpocTo AUBUIICS.

HelimoBipHa, yapiBHa, Ka3koBa. [lip’si, Haue Bipi3pOneHe i3 30710Ta; MOBTi TOHKI HOTHU



JIeJIeKY, 30a€ThCS, JIafHl pO3CUNIATUCS Bif EPIIOTO-JIIIIIOr0 IIOAUXY BITPY.

[Tramka cToiTh o Tebe cruHOoW0. [ToTiM 06epTaEeThCS, i TH OauuIml... T OAYHIIL...

— poro He Moxe OyTu!

Y nraxa nOfACbKa rojioBa, XiHo4a rojioBa... — Hi, He JI0ACbhKa, 00XkKecTBeHHa. Takol
Kpacu TH I1e Hikonu... HixTo B cBiti... He3baruenHo, mpocTo He30arueHHo!..

— Illo 3 BaMu, Miu iMmmepartope?

— [NoBepTtaemocs y Tabip. Heraiino!
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Konu ii moBunu, BoHa He mpydanacs. JIuile guBuUiacs Ta BcMixanacsi. 3po3yMina, 110
cTaocs, TiMbKW TOMi, KONU Ha 11 o4ax TyOinblg-MPOBifHMKA HellagHo Ounu HoraMu (BiH
HaCMIiTUBCS MiAHATHA PYKYy Ha iMIlepaTopa). 3aroBopuiia, CXBUJILOBAHO, HE3PO3YMIJIO.

— [lo BoHa kaxe? Cnuraure.

— B koro, miii imnepartope?

— Ta B IIbOT0 OUKYHA, B KOT'0 X imre?

— BiH mepTBUli, Miii iMIepaTope.

— dkoro 6ica?! 4 X He Haka3yBaB 3a0uBaTH 0 CMEPTi!

— Po3sywmieTe, BOHU TyT yCi 3 figa-npafifa BBaXaju Ifi0... 110 iCTOTY OOTHHE0.

— Hy 10 11 wo?

— T'agato, Bu 6 Tex nomepny, IKOU Bamoro 6ora nocafguiu B gepeB’ssHy KIiTKy... Mii
iMneparope...
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[ToTiMm mobupamnucs mo cBoixX. A 3 HebOa, BOeHb i BHOUI, Mafganu nTaxy. Boapsnu n3robamu
B IIJIEYi, B TOJIOBY, B PYKH, JIsiTaJIH I HOTH i BMUPaId, BMUPaId, BMUPAIH...

Tu HaKa3aB BUKMHYTY 3 MOAYILIKY yCe Mip’s i HaOUTU TpaBolo. 3 IEBHOTO Yacy T [I0YaB
HEHaBUMOITH ITip’d.

9

Bona Hiuoro He ima. 3o0BciM. I 3a Kinbka [OHiIB mepecTana po3MoBasATH. I[IeBHO,
yCBimoMuIIa, o ii MOBU TYT He pPO3yMil0Th. TH MigXOAUB [0 KJIiTKH, CilaB IIPOCTO Ha 3€MIJIIO,
nuBHuBcs. Lle 06muuys... Tak, TyOinblli HelapMa BBaxau il 60ruHero.

3 T06010 BOHa HiKONM He roBopusa. [IeBHO, 3Haa, 3 Yuel 3a0araHky TyT 3HAXOAUTHCS.
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Konu micranucs kopabiiB, KIITKY BifBaHTaXXWIM Ha Nany0y, BCTAHOBUJIU IIil HAMETOM,
moaeHHo 000pu3KyBanu Bomowo. Ha piuli Oyso CcleKOTHO, ajie MTaXiB CTallo MeHIIe.
HaTomicTh 3'aBunucs TyOinblli — BOHU aTaKyBalu KopalJi, mauWramoydu 3 HaBUCIUX Ha[
BOJ OO I'iJIoK. TV HaKa3aB IIEpECTaBUTHU KIIITKY B TPIOM, [e IIaHyBasla 3aayxa. [HIoro suxony
He OyJI0: OUKYHU MOTJIX 3BiIbHUIIN OOTHUHIO.

Y TpromMmi BoHa criorasisna, mip’s moMm’gs10cs 1 CTepiiocd, 1 Telep HaragyBaJjo He 30JI0TO, a
pemeBi Migsgku. OOMuYYs 3MapHino, Ha Oifif TageHbKil MKipi 3’ IBUIKCS IepIili 3MOPIIKH,
Ta ¥ caMa IIKipa CcTaja XkKO0BTYBaTOI'0 BiITIHKY, Haye B XBOPOI JIIOOUHU.

Tak-CsIK OOIIMUBIM [0 CTONMLI. T BCTAHOBUB KJIITKY B ITajauoBiu 3aji — finis koronat
opus. KoxHe OaxkaHHs iMmepaTtopa Mae OyTu BUKOHaHUM. Tellep Hilllo He 3aBaxajao —



MOXHa cnpoOyBaTu 3HaUTHU 3 OOTHHEIO CIiJIbLHY MOBY. Ajle UM XOTiB TH IIb0r0?.. BTiM, 32
KisbKa [HIB nmepeOyBaHHS y Maalli IOJOHSAHKA, 3[a€ThCS, TPOXU IPUUIIIA A0 TIMHU. B
yCSIKOMY pa3i, B 04ax 1l 3HOBY II04Yaiay BUOIMCKYBaTU BOTHUKHU KUTTS. Ta U mip’s MOCTYIOBO
Ha0yJ10 KOMUIIHbOTO 3a0apBiieHHs. [1eXTo HaBiTh BBaXKaB, 10 BOHO 3i CIIPaBkKHLOTO 30J10Ta.

Tu HaMaraBcsi po3BaxaTu 6oruHio. Po3aMoBinsaB. [IpornoHyBaB HalBUIIYKaHIlll CTpaBH.
3ampomryBaB OO0 TMajally HaWBIPTYO3HIINKWX MY3WK, HaWCHOPUTHIMUX (POKyCHUKIB. [IoTiM
HaKa3aB BiBE3TU KJITKY [0 IIUPKY i BCTAHOBUTHU Oi/Isl iMIIepaToOPOBOI JIOXKI.

BorvHs He3BOPYILIHO AWBHUJIIACS, SIK JIIOAY Ta 3Bipi BOMBAIOTh OMHE OMHOTO. Ave imperator,
morituri te salutant! — Tu cnyxaB i KuBaB, BoHa ciyxania i cnocTtepirana 3a To6o. Jluine
KOJIX Ha apeHy BUIIXa/H ii IPUXUIbHUKIB-IIaHYBaJIbHUKIB — i3 THX, KOTO BAJIOCS CIiMaTH
Ta OOBE3TH OO CTONHII KUBUMHU, — BOHA 3PUTHYyNIAcs. | IUKU 30MK-CIIiB, 1[0 JOIHUHYB 3-3a
rpat, 3MycuB Tebe NPUNUHUTH 001. A IOTIM OOBro Ille 3MyIlyBaB IPOKUAATUCSA BHOYI i
XalaTy POTOM IIOBIiTPS, B IKOMY, 3[1aBaioCs, MTOBIJIbHO IIJIaBalOTh BEJIMKi 30JI0TUCTI Iip iHHU.
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Omicns Ty 1le pa3 4M ABiYi BUBO3UB 11 y IUPK, i HA IPOTYISHKY, i Ile KyAUCh — yXKe He
3rajaTty, Kyou came. Ane OOTMHSA 3 KOXHUM [JHEM CTaBaja Jefasi CMyTHIIIOK Ta
XBOPOOJIMBIIIIOI0 HA BUTJISIM. 3PEIITO0 TH BiIMOBHUBCS Bif KMBOI irpamk# i moo0ilisiB BimgaTu
ii 6ygb-KOMy, XTO 3MOXKe€ 3pO3YMiTH MOBY IIOJIOHSIHKH, IIOTOBOPUTH 3 HEIO i mepeKiaze
3anuTaHHs, Ki TH 14 noctaBul. KiiTKy 3 60ruHei0 BCTaHOBUIM Ha T'OJIOBHIM IJIOLI MicCTa, i
X04Ya OXOPOHSIIN PEeTeIbHO, Y ITaX0XKiHKK [T0Yalu 3HUKATHU Iip'iHM — CIIOYaTKy 3 XBOCTA,
noTiM i3 kpui. Ty Haka3aB IOABOITU KiIbKiCTh BAPTOBUX 1 YBaXKHO CTEXKUTH 3a OyOb-IKUMU
MiTO3PiMUMHU ITIOOBMHU, 110 3 SIBASIOTHCS Oilsg KIIiTKH. A SKIIO KOTOCh "TAaKOTo" IMOMITSTE,
HeTaWHO TAT'TU OO Najaly, Ha SOIHUT.

Yepes nBa [OHI OGHOTO BXOIIUJIN.
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— Illo Tu 3a oguH?

— ¢ roHuap, Miu iMmmeparTope.

— Tebe momitunu Gins KmiTKU. BapTOBi KaXKyTh, 110 T IPUXOOUB OO0 HEl IMOTHS.

— Tak, miii iMmmepaTtope.

— To Tu Bu3HaeMI, 0 BUCKYOyBaB 3 ITAaX0XIiHKY Iip’d?

— Hi, miit imnepaTope. { mpuxonuB [0 Hel 3 iHIIOI METOIO.

— 3 SIKO0I0 X?

— HaBuutucs il MOBH.

— Hy 10 1 9K, HaB4uBCA?

— HaBuuBcs, Miv iMnepaTope.

— T'apa3zg, xogimo. [ToguBUMOCSH, SIK oOpe T BMi€Il PO3MOBIISTH 3 HEIO.
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— 3amuTall y Hel, 4OMy BOHa Hi40ro He ICTh 3 TOT'0 Yacy, KOJH 1i BOi¥Maiu.

— Bona kaxe, 1110 He X04e, Miil iMIepaTope.

— Asie YoMy BOHa He BMUpae?

— Bbo BoHa OoruHs, Milt iMmepaTtope.



— To yomy K BOHA J03BOJIMIIA TOHEBOIUTH cebe?

— JTiogu 3aBXKOY HEBOMISATH OOTiB. | HIKOJIM He 3BiIbHSIOTH.

— dxi gypuui! obpe, a XTo XK cKy0 i3 Hel mip’sa?

— Hixro. [IpocTo Ha Hill 0OCETUIUCS MyXOiau.

— To X SKMM YMHOM S MOXKY OOIIOMOTTH 1i1?

— BukoHatu cBOIO OOIITHKY.

— IIpo mio 1e tu?!

— Lle He 4... Ile BOHA... Ipo Te, abu BimpmaTu ii MeHi, Mii iMmepaTope.

[Tay3a. Tu 3ycTpivaelicsa noriasggoM i3 ITax0-KiHKOI0.

— Iobpe, — kaxemn: TH. — Dura lex, ced lex.

['onyap BiKpuBae€ KJiTKy, 60TrMHS BUXOOUTH 3 Hel. BoHU UAyTh ByJULel0, BiH MifCTaBUB
mjieyde Iif il Kpuo.
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Yepes Micsamp ToOiI gomoBinu, 110 BOHa 3HMKIIA. X04Ya 3a TBOIM HaKa30M 3a XaTolo
roHYapa CJigKyBanu, 60TruHS BCe OTHO 3HUKIIA.

— Tu BOUB 11?

— H... Hi, mi#1 iMmnepaTope.

— YoMy BiH Tax IOBIJILHO BiANOBifa€?

— Bu X Haka3zau...

— 41 He Haka3yBaB 6uTu 1oro o miBcMmepTi! Illo T 3po6uB i3 Helo, TaCKymo?

— BurnikyBaB Ta BifllyCTUB.

— Tu Bignyctus 1i?! He Bipto! Kpaiiie kaxu mpaBay, uyem? I memento more, mackymo!

— 4 BigmycTus ii.

— Yomy?!

— [MTam’siTaeTe, BOHA Ka3asla, 110 JIIOAX 3aBXKOU HEBOJIATH OOTiB.

— Hy 1o 4 mo?

— 4 nmopmapyBas i1 Bojio. Bonio, po3ywMie...

— Bin nomep, Miil iMmnepaTope.

— IlikaBo, 1110 BiH MaB Ha yBa3i?..

— K10 JO3BOJIUTE...

— Ta kaxu Bxe!

— Jltogu HeBOATh OoriB. Jluiie Ti 3maTHI mapyBatu 6oraM cBo6omy, KoMy O0TY BxXKe He
noTpibHi. Bix cTas...

— Iocuts! 3aMOBKHU.

Komnu Timo MepTBOTO roH4Yapa BuHOCHIHU, TOOi 3manocs, 0 B KiMHaTi 3HOBY mHafae 3i
cTeni 3onoTraBe mip’da. Kpunara TiHb npoMaiiHyna y BikHi. BusupHyB — cipo-6inu#i romyo,
3BUYaMHICIHBKUY ToIy0.
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Ls icTopis myke maBHsg. HacTinbKu maBHS, 10 XKOMHOTO 3aIlKCy PO Hei He 30eperiocs.
OToXK, SIKIIO KepyBaTHUCS CYYaCHMMHU HAyKOBHUMHU IOTNIAOaMU Ha CBIiT, MpPaBOUBICTH il
nepebyBa€e Iifl BEIMKKAM CyMHiBOM. MoOXKHa HaBiTh CTBEPAXKYBATH, III0 TAKOTO B3arali He



OyJo, 110 BCe lLie Jullle BUTaJKU XUMEPHOTO omnoBifada. CTBepaxy#Te. Moxe, i He Oyo.
Mozxe, i kpaiie, abu He Oy1o, Mii iMepaTope...



