JlerKkum nogux

IBaH ByHiH

IBan ByHin

Jlerkuit nogux (JIerke guxaHHS)

[lepeknapau: A. Ynimenko, O. YiieHko

Ha 1nBuHTapi, Hag CBiXXUM TTUHSHUM HACHUIIOM, CTOITh HOBUM XpecT i3 myba, MillHUH,
BaXKKWUM, IJTafeHbKUM.

KBiTeHb, OHI Cipi; maM'ATHUKY LUBUHTApPS, IPOCTOPOTrO, IOBITOBOTO, 1le 3[ajleKy BUIHO
Kpi3b TOJIi fepeBa, i XOJIOAHUY BiTep A3BEHUTH 1 O3BEHUTH NOPILEITHOBUM BIHKOM KOJIO
MiJHIKKS XpecTa.

Y camuii Xe XpecCT BCTaBJIeHUY NOCUTh BEJIUKUY, ONYKJIUU [TOPLEJISTHOBUY Me[alibioH, a
B Mefla/iblioHI — (poTorpadiyHuyl MOPTPET FiMHA3UCTKY 3 PafiCHUMHU, HAIPO4y[ XKBaBUMU
o4yuMa.

e Onsa Memepceka.

IIIBUMHKOI BOHA HIYUM He BUDPI3HANACA B I'YPTl KODUYHEBUX IMHA3UYHUX CYKOHB: 1110
MOXHa OyJI0 CKa3aTH MPo Hei, OKpiM TOTO, 110 BOHA OfHA 3 FAaPHEHBKHUX, 3aMOXHUX i
ITACJIMBUX MiBYATOK, IO BOHa 37i0Ha, aje rpa#nuBa i 6e3TypO0THO-0aiayXka O0 TUX
Haly4dyBaHb, 110 i poOuTh KjacHa naMa? IIoTiM BOHa Imodajia PO3KBiTaTH, PO3BUBATHUCS HE
I0JeHb, a WIOTOAUHY. Y YOTUPHAAIATh POKIB y Hei Oynu He Jullle TOHKA Tajis i CTPyHKI
HiKKH, a BXKe 0o0pe OKpecoBanucs Irpynu i Bci Ti hopmu, 4apiBHy NpuBaONUBICTh SKUX I
HIKOJIM ¥ HIXTO He 3Mir nepefaTy CJI0BaMy; y I'ATHAALATE BOHA CTajla BXKe KpacyHew. fK xe
aKypaTHEHBKO 3ayicyBanucs il mogpyru, SKMMU YeNyPHEHbKUMU Oy, K CTEXUIIU 3a
CBOIMU CTpPHMaHUMHU XKecTaMu! A BoHa Hiworo He 0osnacs — Hi NISIM Bifg YOpHHUIIa Ha
naiblgX, Hi po3naminoro o6auyys, Hi pO3KYyHOBAKEHOTO BOJIOCCS, Hi OTOJIEHOTO KOJIiHa,
KoJnu, OyBaso, Brage. SKOCh HETIOMITHO, X04Y BOHA ITPO Te 30BCiM He mbaa, IPUUIII0 00 Hel
BCe Te, III0 TaK BUPI3HAIO 11 IPOTATOM OCTAaHHIX JBOX POKIB 3 yCi€l riMHa3il, — BUIIYKaHICTh,
OILATHICTh, CIIPUTHICTH, ICHUM OnuCK ouyei... HixTo Tak He TaHIIOBaB Ha Oanax, gk Ons
MeinepchKa, HiXTO Tak He 0OiraB Ha KOB3aHaX, K BOHA, Hi 3a KMM Ha 0ajlax He yragaau Tak,
SIK 3a Helo, 1 YoMyCh HiKOTO Tak He 00U MONOMAII KilacH, K ii. HemoMiTHO cTana BoHa
MiBYMHOIO, i TKOCh HETIOMITHO IIiIllyIa PO Hel B riMHa3il HemoOpa, i BxKe MilllIu epecyou, 110
BOHA JIETKOBaXHa, III0 He MOXKe XUTU 6e3 3aNulsAIbHUKIB, 1110 B Hel 6€3TIMHO 3aKOXaHUU
rimHazucT IlemntHin, 1110 HayeOTO ¥ BOHA MO0 KOXA€E, ajie Taka MiH/IMBA Y ITOBOMXKEHHI 3 HUM,
ITI0 BiH HaMaragBcs 3aMomisTu cobi cMepTh...

B ocranHio cBo 3uMy Omnst Melepcbka 30BCiM 3 TIy3[y Clajla 4epe3 BeCelolli, 1K
IIOTOBOpIOBaNU B riMHa3ii. 3uMa Oyna CHiKHa, COHIYHa, MOPO35iHa, PaHO Ciflajo COHIe 3a
BUCOKUU SNIMHHUK 3aCHIXKEHOTO0 TiMHA3M4YHOTO Cafy. 3aBXK[OM MOTr0xKe, MPOMEHUCTE, BOHO
00iIIsI7T0 Ha 3aBTPa MOpPO3 i CoHIle, TynssHHSI Ha CoOOpHiN ByNuIl, poXKeBUM Bedip, My3UKY, a
Ha KOB3aHIIi B MickkoMYy cany Beceiny wop0Oy, cepen skoi Ons Melepcbka 3haBanacs
Hal6e3TypOOTHIIIO0, HalIacIuBilIoo. [ 0T 0OgHOTO pa3y, Ha BeJUKil mepepsi, KOMU BOHA



MOB BHUXOP HOCHUJIacsd IIO 3ajly, a NepIIOKJIaCHUIll TaHAgIUCSA 3a Hel0 U Bi 3axXOIJIeHHI
Bepelllany, ii HecnoiBaHO MOKJIMKANK J0 HadaibHULi. BoHa Bigpa3y Xk 3ynuHUIacs, rimuboko
3iTXHYyJa, IIBUOKKAM 1 BXKe 3BUUYHUM XKIHOYUM PYXOM IIOIpaBuUjia BOJIOCCSH, IMiACMUKHYJIA
KyTO4YKM apTyxa OO0 IjedeH i, cgouu ouuMa, mobirma Haropy. HauanbHulld, e JOCUTh
MOJIOa, ajie BXKe CUBa XIiHKa, CIOKIVNHO CUAiNA 3 IJIETIHHAM y PyKaX 3a MUCbMOBUM CTOJIOM,
ITi[ I[TapCbKUM OPTPETOM.

— 3ppactyuTte, mademoisellel Memepcbka, — CKa3aja BOHa IO-QppaHLIy3bKH, HE
IiABOASYY OYel Bif mieTiHHA. — ¢, Ha XKaJjb, yKe He BIeplle 3MylleHa BUKJIUKATHU Bac
cionu, 100 TOBOPUTH IIPO BaIlly ITOBEMIiHKY.

— 4 cnyxaw, madame2, — BigmoBina Memepchka, DigX0OI4y OO CTOLY, AUBJISTYUCH HA
Hel SCHUMHU i XKBaBUMH OouuMa, ane 0e3 Oyab-IKOTO BUpa3y Ha 00JMYYi, i MPUCIBIIKN TaK
JIETKO 1 Irpallio3Ho, K TUIBKKA BOHA OfHA BMia.

— CrnyxaTu Bu MeHe OyneTe HeyBaxHO, 5, Ha XKajb, IepeKoHaHa B IbOMY, — CKa3alla
HayvaJbHULA i, IOTATHYBIIM HUTKY Ta 3aKPYTUBIIY Ha JIaKOBaHIU MifiyI03i KIyOOK, Ha SKUU 3
IIiKaBiCcTIO MmoguBUIacs Meliepchka, IifiBenna o4i: — f He Oydy MOBTOPIOBATU Te caMe, He
Oyny TOBOPUTH HAATO NOBrO, — CKa3ajia BOHA.

MemepcoKilt gyke nmogobaBcs I[ed HAMpody[d YUCTUM i mpocTopuit KabiHeT, 0 Tak
noOpe OuxaB y MOpPO3sHi mHiI TemmoM OMMCKy4ol TONaHKM i CBiXKiCTIO KOHBaJiil Ha
IUCBbMOBOMY CTOJIi. BOHa mopuBuiacd Ha MOJIOLOTO Ilapsi, HaMaJlbOBaHOI'0 Ha BeCh 3piCT
cepen SKOTOChb ONMMCKYd4Oro 3ajy, Ha PiBHUU MPOMiN y MONIOYHO-0ijloMYy, aKypaTHO
3a4ecaHOMY BOJIOCCI HadasjlbHUIII ¥ MOBYKM 4eKaJa.

— Bu BXe He QmiBUMHKa, — 0araTo3Ha4yHO MOBUJIa Ha4YalbHUISA, Y TIUOUHI mymri
[IOYUHAKOYY JpaTyBaTUCH.

— Tak, madame, — IpOCTO, MalKe BeCeJlo BiioBiia MelepchKa.

TPOXH IouyepBoHLNO. — [lepenyciM, — 1e XK sKa 3a4icka y Bac? Lle XiHo4a 3adicka!

— He mos B TiM mpoBrHA, madame, III0 B MEHe rapHe BOJIOCCS, — BiAmoBisia Melepchka
i megb TOpKHYyacs oboMa pyKaMu CBO€EI TapHO IIpHOpaHOoi TOJIOBH.

— OH 4K, He Ballla IpoBUHA! — CKa3ajla HavyaJlbHULA. — He Ballla IpoBUHA B TiM, L0 Y
BaC TaKa 3ayicka i 1o B Hiit mopori rpebeHi, He Ballla IPOBKUHA, 1110 PO30PSIETE CBOiX OATHKIB
Ha YepeBUUYKM 3a [BaAlsaTh KapOoBaHIIiB! Ajle, TOBTOPIOIO BaM, BU I'eTh 3a0yBa€Te, 10 AOCI
IIle TIMHA3HUCTKA...

[ TyT Melepchbka, He BTpadalouu IIPOCTOTH i CIIOKOIO, pariToM 4eMHO repebura ii:

— [IpobauTe, madame, BU MOMUTIIETECS: 5 KiHKA. | BUHEH y IIbOMy — 3Ha€eTe xT0? [Ipyr
i cycim TaTa, a Bam 6pat, Onekciii MuxannoBuu MamoTiH. Lle Tpanunocs MUHYIOTO JIiTa B
cei...

A 4depe3 Micsup micns miei po3mMoBU Ko3auui odilep, HerapHui i Ha BUrnsn mnnebeu,
SIKM{ He MaB HiYOTiCEeHBbKO CHINIbHOTO 3 TUM KOJIOM, 10 SIKOTO Hamexkamna Oms MelepcoKa,
3acTpenuB 1i Ha mnat@opMi Bok3ajy, cepell BEeIUKOTO HATOBIY, SKUMU IIOMHO NpulbyB 3
noTAroM. I HeliMoBipHe 3i3HaHHS O MelepchKoi, 110 TPUTOIOMIINUIIO HaYalbHUINO, IiTKOM
migTBepaunocs: odinep 3asgBUB CYOOBOMY ClliuoMy, 110 MelepchKa 3Babuia #oro, 6ymna 3



HUM OIM3bKOI0, 3allPUCATIIAcs, CTaTU MOT0 OPYKMUHOIO, @ HAa BOK3asi, y HeHb BOUBCTBA,
IpoBOAXKauu Moro 0o HoBouepkackka, pallTOM CKa3alla, 1o i i Ha JYMKY HiKOIU He
crajajio KoxaTd MOTo, Io BCi IIi po3MOBM Ipo LInib — TO TiABKM KIUHYU, i gana MoMy
IIPOYUTATH Ty CTOPIHKY IOJEHHUKA, e TOBOPUIoCcs Ipo MaoTiHa.

— 4 mepernsgHyB Ui PAOKY i Bigpa3y, Ha naaT@opMi, fe BOHA I'ysiia, YeKalouH, IIOKH S
3aKiH4y 4MTaTH, BUCTPINUB y Hel, — cKa3aB odinep. — Och TOU IMIOOEeHHUK, NOTJITHbLTE, 10
OyJI0 HanKMCaHO B HbOMY [ECSATOTO0 JIMITHS MUHYJIOTO POKY.

Y moneHHUKY Oy10 HaluCcaHo Take:

"3apa3 gpyra roguHa HOYi. f MIIHO 3acCHYyIJa, aje Biipa3y X IPOKUHYyJacd... Tenep g
crana xiHkowo! TaTo, maMa i Tong, yci Buixanu 0o MicTa, g 3ajuInuiacs ofHa. f Oyia Takoio
IIac/IuBOIo, 110 omHa! 4 BpaHIi rynsna B caAky, B mosi, Oyia B jici, MeHi 3maBanocs, 110 5
camiceHbKa B yCbOMY CBiTi, i 1 myMasna Tak fo0Ope, K HiKOJU Iie B KUTTIi. { 1 obifana onHa,
IIOTIM Ly TOAMHY I'paa, mif My3uKy B MeHe 0yJI0 TakKe Big4yTTs, IO 5 XKUTUMY 3aBXKAHU i
Oymoy Takolo ITaciauBOI0, SK HixTo. [ToTiM 3acHysna y TaTa B KabiHeTi, a 0 4eTBepTiil roguHi
MeHe po30ynuina Kats, ckazana, mo npuixaB Onekciit MuxainoBud. 4 oMy myxe 3pafina,
MeHi O0yl0 Tak MPUEMHO MPUUHSATU MOTO0 i po3BaxaTu. BiH mpuixaB Ha mapi CBOIX B'SITOK,
IyXKe KpaCUBUX, i BOHU BeCh 4ac CTOSHU Oifisd raHKY; BiH 3anumuBcs, 60 UIIOB AOL] i oMy
X0Tinocs, mo0 J0 Beyopa Mpocoxyo. BiH mKoayBaB, 110 He 3aCTaB TaTa, MaB Oambopui
BUTJIAAT i TpuMaB cebe 31 MHOIO KaBajiepoM, 0araTo kapTyBaB, KaXyuH, 110 JaBHO 3aKOXaHUU
y MeHe. Konmu Mu ryndanu nepep 4aeMm y capky, Oyna 3HOBY 4YapiBHa Ioroga, COHIIE
BHOIMCKYBalo B MOKPUX IepeBax, IompaBaa, CTal0 30BCiM XOJIOMHO, i BiH BiB MeHe i PyKy
1 roBopus, wo BiH ®aycT i3 MaprapuToro. PIOMy I'ATOEeCAT WICTh POKIiB, aje BiH Ie AyXe
rapHUH i 3aBXKOu mo0Ope BOSTHEHUH, TaXHe aHTJINChKUM OOEeKOJIOHOM, i 04i 30BCiM Moo,
YopHi, a 6opoda eleraHTHO PO3MijeHa Ha OBi IOBTi ITOJIOBUHKY ¥ 30BCiM cpiOHa. 3a 4aeM Mu
CUMINY Ha CKJISHIY BepaHmi, 1 Biguyla, 10 HiOKW TPOXu He3[yKalo i MpUIsAriia Ha TaxTy, a BiH
IIaJIuB, IIOTIM IIepPeciB [0 MeHe, IT0YaB 3HOBY F'OBOPUTH SIKiCh MUIIL pedi, IOTIM PO3TIAfaTH 1
I[iTyBaTU MO0 PYKY. f 3aKpuiia 00IMY4s IIOBKOBOIO XyCTKOIO, i BiH KinbKa pa3iB MOIlilyBaB
MeHe B Ir'ybu 4yepe3 XyCTKy... {1 He po3yMilo, K 1le MOTJIO TpanuTucsd, 1 300XKeBosina,
HIKOJIM He AyMaa, 1o g Taka! Termep MeHl oouH BUXif... 4 Bif4yyBalo [0 HHOI'O Taky Bigpasy,
110 He MOXKY IIePeXUTH 1boro!.."

MicTo 3a Ui KBiTHEBi [Hi CTal0 YUCTUM, CyXxuM, OpyKiBKa B HbOMY IIOCBITJIillIaNa, i 10 Hil
nerko i mpuemHo Oyno utu. loHenini, micns 06imui, Co6opHOIO ByIuIlE!0, 110 Bede [0 BUI3AY
3 MicTa, IPOCTyE MaJjieHbKa XiHO4Ka B 2Kaji00i, B YOPHUX JIaKOBUX PYKaBHUYKaX, TPUMAIOUU
IIapacoyibKy 3 YOPHOTO fepeBa. BoHa mepexomuTsh 1o moce OPymHUU MalifaH, fge 6arato
3aKOITYEeHUX Ky3eHb, a 3 II0JI OMe BiTepellb; faji, MiXK 4Y0JIOBIYUM MOHACTUPEM 1 OCTPOTOM,
OinmitoTh XxMapu Ha HeOOCXuIi i cipie BeCHsHe 1MMoJe, a MOTiM, Ko 06epexkHO Iepeueln
IOMiX KalloXKaMU IIifi CTiHOI0 MOHACTUPS i IMOBEpPHEII JiBOPyY, TO M0oOAYUIl BETUKUU
HU3BKUU cajl, 00HeceHU# 0iflol0 OTropoxXkKero, Hall BOPOTAMH SKOI HaMaJiboBaHa boxka Marip.
MarneHbKa XiHOYKa APiOHO XPECTUTHCS i 3BUYHO Hfje TOJIOBHOIO ajie€to. [IiMIIoBIIN [0 JIaBH,
110 HABIPOTHU AyOOBOT0 XpecTa, BOHA CUIXTh Ha BiTPi I Ha BECHSIHOMY XOJIOMi TOJUHY, OPYTY,
IOKHU 30BCiM He 3MeP3HYTh 1l HOTH B JIETKUX YePeBUKax i pyka y By3bKiil naii. Crnyxaiodu



BECHSIHUX IITaxiB, 110 COJIONKO CIiBAlOTh HABITH y XOJIOH, CIyXal04u [O3BIH BITPY B
IIOPI[e/ITHOBOMY BiHKY, BOHa AyMa€ iHOfi, 1[0 Bigmana 6 miBxkutTsA, abu He Oyso mepeq ii
ouMMa IHOr0 MepTBOro BiHKa. Llel BiHOK, el narop6, nyboBuii xpect! Xiba MOXHa ySBUTH,
IO Nif HUM Ta, YUl 04i Tak 6€3CMEPTHO CSATH 3 I[LOTO OMNYKJIOTO IOPIEJISHOBOTO
Me[lalbi0Ha Ha XPecCTi, 1 K CIOIYy4YUTH 3 I[UM YUCTUM IIOTJIANOM Te XKaXJIUBe, 110 II0EJHAHO
Tenep 3 iM'am Oni Memepcorkoi? Ane B rimuOuHI Ayl MajleHbKa XiHKa IaciuBa, 9K yci
IIPHUCTPACHO BigfaHi sSKilich Mpil TI0au.

XKinka g — KnacHa gmama Oni Memiepchkoi, HeMoOJioga OiBYKMHa, KOTPa [aBHO XUBE
SKOIOCh BUTAKOI0, 110 3aMiHIOE il CIIpaBKHE XKUTTS. [1epilloio TaKow BUTafKo OyB ii Opar,
OimHUY i HiYMM He IPUMITHUN IPAMOPIIUK, — BOHA ITOEQHAA BCIO CBOIO AYIIY 3 HUM, 3 KOT0
ManOyTHIM, IKe YOMYCh ySABIAJIOCS i1 yymoBuM. Konu ioro BOunu mig MykneHoM, BOHA
nepekoHyBasa cebe, 110 mpalfioe 3aans ifei. A cmepts Oni MelrepchKoi monoHuUa ii HOBOO
Mmpieto. Tenep Ons MellepcbKa — MpeOMeT ii HEBIICTYITHUX OyM i Mo4yTTiB. BoHa X0muTh Ha
1i MOTHMIy KOXKHOI'O CBSITA, TONMHAMU He BiIBOOUTH 04Yel 3 Oy0OOBOTO XpecTa, 3ragye Oiige
nuuko Omi MelepchbKol y TPYHI, cepen KBiTiB — i Te, II0 SIKOChH Mific/TyXaja: OQHOT'0 pa3y, Ha
BEJIMKiU MepepBi, TyAA04YU [0 TiMHa3u4yHOMY capgy, Oms Melepcbka LMIBHUOKO, IIBUOKO
roBOpUa CBOIM HaWKpalllii MOApY3i, MOBHil, BUCOKi CyOOoTiHiu:

— 4 B opmHi¥ TaToOBiM KHM3i, — Yy HbOTO 0araTto CTapOBUHHUX CMIIIHUX KHUT, —
IpoYHrTasa, SK0W Mae OyTH xkiHoda Bpofa. TaM, po3yMiell, CTiIbKM HaroBOPEHO, 110 YChOT0
}i He 3amaM'iTa€ll: Hy, 3BiCHO, YOPHABOIO, 3 OYNMAa, B IKUX KMIUTh CMOJa, — 1i-60ry, TaxK i
HaluCaHO: B SIKUX KUMUTL CMOJIa! — YOpHI, SIK Hid, Bil, pyM'sHelb, 110 Hi)KHO BUT'PAa€E, TOHKUM
CTaH, OOBLIi, HiKX 3BUYAWHO, PYKU, — PO3yMIi€lll, JOBIII, Hi’K 3BUYalHO! — MaJieHbKa HiXKa,
IIOMIPHO BEJIMKI I'PYAY, IPaBUILHO 3aKpYyrileHa JINTKa, KOJIiHa KOJIbOPY Yepenaliky, ITOXuJli
njedi, — s 6araTo 4oro Mauxke HamaMm'siTh 3aB4uiia, 0a BCe Ile TaK MPaBUIbHO HAMKUCAHO! —
ajie 4y 3HAENI TH, 0 HAUTOJIOBHIiNIEe? — JIeTKUM nogux! A B MeHe X BiH €, — TU IIOCJIyXau-
HO, §IK S 31TXal0, — aJXke CIpashi €?

Temep 1e# nerkui Mogux 3HOBY PO3BisABCA Yy CBiTi, y 1boMy XMapHOMY Hebi, y boMy
X0JIOMHOMY BECHSTHOMY BITpL.

(1916)

1 mademoiselle — miBuns, mausHKa (Gp.).

2 madame — maHi (Pp.).



