NepLwa nbroTa

MopaecT JleBULbLKUH

Kpaii cena 6inst rpe6ii oquHOKO cTOsa yoora xatuHa. [IeBHa piy, 110 HYXKAa Ta 3MUOHI
IaBHO BXe ronybunu Ty xaTuHy. CTapa cTpixa Imopocia 3eJIeHUM MOXOM i B OQHOMY KYTKY,
HaJ KOMOPOIO, BXKe 3alajacs; fuMap HaJ CTPiX0l CTUPYaB KiTbKOMa YOPHUMHU, OCMaJIeHUMHU
BiXTSIMU. 3 IBOX HEBEJIMYKUX BiKOHEIb OOHO OYyJI0 3ajlaTaHe 3aMiCTh BUOUTUX MIMOOK JOIIKOI0
i, MOB ciinme 0ko, BUrsSgasno OinbMoM. XaTa MOKPUBUIACH OOHUM OOKOM, IO II0YaB yXKe
BPOCTATH B 3eMJ1i0. Y6oro Oyso i Ha moaBip'i, 3apocIoMy CIIOPHINEM: JIUIIe CTapa, JipsBa
IIOBiTKA, KyIKa CyXOro XMU3y Ta KijlbKa KypeH, II0 IIOPTAJUCA Ha CMITHUKY — Ta U
BCEHbKE 0Te€, MabyTh, OyJI0 Xa3IHUCTBO.

[Tpote Bupko Oyno, mo xa3di m6anu K MOTJIM IIPO CBOIO OCEJI0: XaTa Oyjla YHUCTO
nobOineHa, npu3bba BuMallleHa KOBTOIO TJIMHOI0, CTAPeHbKUN THUH MHe-He-Ie I0jaTaHOo
Bep00JI030M Ta IiAnepTo KinkoM, 11100 He BaJIUBCH.

XKwuna y Ti# xaTi BgpoBa Ckpunuuxa 3 CUHOM MakKCHMOM, HEBICTKOX Ta MajleHbKOI0
BHYYKOIO.

3anummunacs CKpUMIUMX-a BAOBOIO 3 CHHOM MakcuMoM. TinbKu i yTixu, TiMbKU ¥ XKypOu
ii 6ymo. [JiTel IecTepo moxoBajia BoHa Ie 3a HeOixX4YKMKa — OOUH JIUII Cel BUKOXaBCH.
HecsaTuil pik i10B UOMY, SIK IIOCUPOTLIN BOHY, @ BXKe II04YaB MaTepl y MOMiY cTaBaTU: XMU3Y
Hap0a€e Ha MMaJuBO, BOAU XO0U IIiBBiIEpPKOM, a HAHOCUTh, TOPOAXHY Iomose. HaBouBOBUKY
OyJ10 BOHO CITyXHSIHE Ta PO3YMHE.

Ckpunuuxa 3apobmsia mo moasx, 60 cBoel 3emi He 0yJ0, KpiM IMaToO4Ka rOpPoAy IpU
XaTi: YIIITKY 3a CHIM, 3a KOMUI[0, 3UMOI0 3a MITKU. TUM 1 Kuna.

XaTuHy mipmepXkKyBala SK Moryia. Bce mymka Oyma: BUpocTe MaKCUM — OfIPYKUTh BOHA
M0T0 Ta IOKiNb BiKy Oyme — CBill KyTOK MaTHMe.

K mimoB MakcuUMOBI II'AITHAOUATUN PiK, Biggana uoro CKpunyuxa y HakiMu A0 OBOpa.
Jlerme cTanmo xkuTu, 60 ¥ 3a XaTOI MeHIIe KJIOMOTY Ta ¥ 3apoO0JsATH CTaB XJIOMeEIb
KOMINYUHY.

He mita, a ripka npaig Ta 3nunHi 6e3 mopu 3ocTtapinu CKPUI-YUXY; TUX0 3TopOMIo ii,
MOBOM HeBYACHO T'HiTUI0 0o 3emii. He cTaBaio Bxe CUIM POOUTH, K KOJIUCH.

YuMpa3s yacTille HaBigyBasa 11 faBHO BUKOXaHa OYMKa OAPYXKUTU CHHA Ta CIOYUTHU
TPOXH.

Ak MuHy10 MakCuUMOBI AeB'ITHAALATD JIiT, I04Yaja MaTU pa3 y pa3 HaragyBaTU MOMY
IIpO Te.

— OppyxuBcs 0, UTUHO MOS; He BiK ToOi o HalMax TUHSATUCS! Bauui: He3myxKalo; XTO
Xk Tebe, Oypraky, obmue, obmnepe? OTee Bi3bMeI Ha MMOKPOBY COPOK KapOoOBaHIIiB — KYIIUB
Ou KOHSYKY, BO3UB Ou OypsKM Ha 3aBOJ TOIIO, a IIOBECHI HalHAB O 1 CTemy IIMaTOK — OyB
Ou xa3siH... OKeHHUCh, CUHY, 3aCIOKil MO0 CTapiCTh Ta HyXKmy!..

MaxkcumM gns maTepi Bce pap OyB 3pobutu. [Jo miByat Bid OyB HEKBaAIHUM, Ha BEUYOPHUL
Ta Ha BYJIMIIO HEe BYalllaB — OOHAKOBO oMy Oyio, sKy 0 He cBaTaTH. Ta myMmKa Oyia, 110



mapeMHa piyu #oro crapoctaM 000uBaTH MOPOTH y 6araTupiB — copomy HabepyThcs. Y35B Ta
II0CBaTaB TaKy X CUPOTY, 9K 1 caM,— MoTplo, 1110 CIyKuja y TOMY X TakKU OBOPI 3a LOAPKY.
[iBka Oysa 4ecHa, TMXa Ta TPYASALIA, X04 Ha BOaydy He OyxKe Kpacuba.

[Ticng mokpoBu BigOynu Becinns. ITanu, mo mo 060x ix 6ynu gobpi, mapyBanu MoTpi
TEeNUYKy, a MaKCHMOBIi Ha BeCi/INIs I'siTh KapOOBaHIIiB Ta [ESKOr0 BiCUIIHOTO IIOBEPX TOTO,
110 3aCJIyKUB.

Ckpumnuuci MoBOM ¥ cmpaBAi ycMixHyacs mons Ha cTapicte. HeBicTka Oyia mo0Opa,
CIyXHSHa: [IOrofXKasa 1M, K PigHiid, Ta ¥ YOJIOBIKOBI HIKOIU He epeyura.

MakcuM CIpoMircs Ha KOHSKY, a TIOBECHi B35IB i IIMATOK CTeNy Iifl OypPsAKY O 3aBOMY.
YniTKy, 00poOuBIIK CBOE, BCi TPOE 3ap0o0IIsiNKM y ABOPi Ta IO NMIOAAX. 3UMOIO XKiHKHU IPSIIIU.
Mortps obiuBana BCio ciM'to, a MakcuM 3apo07isiB IMiIBOO0 Ta IJIiB COJIOM'STHKH.

Ilo poky Hapopuna MoTps OOYKYy.

Bxe crapa Ckpunyuxa Iouusacs y HIHbKY 00 BHYKH, 00 Ha po0OOTY y IOJIi Ta Ha TOPOfi
CHIIA He CTaJio: HaxkHe OYyJI0 CHOIIIB fecsaTh a00 BUIIpallly€e KapTOILUI TPSAAKY — Ta ¥ rofi mami
poouTH.

Lleu pik OyB TAXKKUM OJs niogel, 60 Bil BeJIUKOAHS aX [0 3€JIeHUX CBAT AOINY Hi
KpaleNnbKy He fmaB Oor, Hi 3epHa, Hi COOMHM, Hi malmi Ojas CKOTUHYU He BPOOUIO. A KOJU
CYTY2KHO CTaJI0 CIIPaBXkHIM rocrofapsM, TO BXe ¥ II0TOMYy TaKuM 3nuaapsiM 6e33eMeIbHuM,
gk Ckpunku. [lle # Ha OypsKa 3 TaKOl 3aCyXd YyepBa Hallajla — IIKo#a Oyyo ¥ Impalli Koo
HUX.

CymHu# xoguB MakcuM, XKypsSuuch, ik BOHO Oyne 3uMoro 6e3 xjiba, 6e3 nami Ta 6e3
nmanuBa. TIXKy OYMKy gaymaia ¥ CKpunuyuxa, MIOXUIUBIIN CTapy IOJIOBY Haf KOJMCKOIO
oHyKH... He Gauna Ta ronosa goOpa 3a KHUTTS, He 3a3HA€ UOT0 U [OBIKY...

Munyno, nito.

Ha nokpoBy 3nsrina crapa CKpumyuxa Ta BXKe U He 3Boguiacs 3 medi. [lyx i 3amepio B
TPYAsSX, HOT'Y MOOPSIKIIY, Kalllellb TyIINB.

— CMepTh MOS MpUUIINa, OiTH! — moYajia BOHA Ka3aTW CHUHOBI Ta HeBicTHi.— OX,
IIOXKMJIa I CBOE Ha CBiTi, Haimack g WiMHIB, HAMMUIACS JINXa, BUIJIaKasa BCi CTi30HbKY TipKi...
IaB I')u rocromb MUIOCEPOHUM CIIOYMHOK MOIM KicTOUYKaM TpymxkKe-uuM... CUPOTSITKa BU MOi!
Yu Taka X i Bama Oyme mons HyxkaeHHa? Ox, He mail To 00XKeHbKY, He Hall TOCIOEHbKY
MUJIOCTUBUM!..

MoTps npuBena go Hemyxkoi 0abky [Demupnuxy. I[Tomenrtana 6aba, manma 3innsg, 1mo6
3BapUTU Ta BUTEPTU IPYLU Ta HOTU — He mojermarno. [IpuBo3uB Makcum ¢epirana 3
MiCTe4yKa — 1 TOM He IIOMIr HI4OTiCiHBKO. fyxa, CKa3as, He3/IiYyuMa.

THUXHIB TpU IPOCTOrHajla Ccrapa Ta ¥, YeCHO BUCIIOBINABIIUCH i 3allPAUYACTUBIINUCS,
CIIoYmIa faBHO 0aXkKaHUM BiYHUM CHOM.

Mycunu 3aCTaBUTHU ¥ XKHUAa KOXKYIIAHKY Ta Ife OO0 TOT0 MO3UYUTH Yy KyMa KapOoBaHIIiB
napy, o0 6y10 YuM [I0XOBATU MaTip.

CnopspuBIIKA BCe [0 IIOXOPOHY, IIiII0OB MakCUM APYyroro gHS paHo A0 Imona. [oporowo
y3[OPiB CTApLIVHY.

— MobpuneHs! — BKIIOHUBCSI MakKCcuM.



— 3popoB! A kynu 6or Bene!

— [lo moma.

— YU 3HOB XpeCTUTU? — YCMIXHYBCA CTaplINHA.

— ba Hi, xoBatu! — BignosiB MakcuMm.— Mama nomepu!

— llapcTBo HeOecHe!..— cKa3aB CTapIllMHa, 3HSB LIAIKy Ta IlepexpecTuBcs.— Komu x
rmomepia’?

— Buopa! I1lpomaiiTe, OIObKy!

— 3 6oromM, HeOoxke! AroB, MakcuMe! — r'yKHYB HaB3[OT'iH CcTapumHa.— A T X, TUOOHB,
Ha [IPU30Bi CbOT'0 POKY?

— Ere! Tax y MeHe Binbroral

— Tak. A npuimmoB 64 Taky, MOXe, Y BOJIOCTh! 3asBUBCH.

— Xiba Tpeba? — cnutaB MakcuM.— AfKe X IepIILy Bibroty He 6epyTh!

— Ta He OepyTh, g 3Hal0! A Bce XK 3agBUTUCH Tpeba [JIs MOpSAAKY, He O6yio 6 mTpady
sgkoro, oH mo! XKugka Ha n'asToecaT pyOsiB omTpadyBaau, M0 He SIBUBCS 3 IEPBOIO
BibroTo10. CamMoro He B3$1/IM, a IIPOTe mTpad, Mo He ABUBCS. Take [ino!

— Konu tpeba, To nmpuiiny,— ckadaB MakcuM.— Tak Komu K? OCh ITOXOPOH ChOTOMHi!

— 3abixu Big nmoma! ITompocum y mpUCyTCTBii, mo6 nyctunu meupiie. Came Temep
3acifgaoTs.

— Xiba BuM IOMpOCHUTE 3a MeHe, OAAObKY, Oyob nmacka. 4 XK He 3HAW0, Kyou TaM
IIPUCTYIUTH!

— Hy, Hy, siK0oCh-TO Oyme! — BigmoBiB crapmuHa. [lepebanakaBiiu 3 MOIOM, IOOIr
MakcuMm y Bonocts. Came

TOfIi Oy7I0 TaM BOIHCHKE ITPUCYTCTBIE.

[TpoTHcHYBIIUCH KPi3h 10pOy mapyOKiB, 1110 TOMOHINK Ha ABOPI BONOCTI, MOXKUIAIOUKCH,
IIOKY TIOKJIMYYTh 110 4ep3i, MakcuM 3aIlOB y KaHIeNAPito.

[ Tam Oyra cuia Hapony.

3a CTOJIOM, IOKPUTHUM 3€eJIeHUM CYKHOM 3 30JI0TOI0 MEepPeXKOI, CUMIIO0 BCAKE
HaydasbCTBO, YOJIOBIK 30 IIiCTh: i BOEHHI, i HEBOEHHI, i 3 MefalaMy, i 3 I'yA3UKaMHy, i Tak co0i
6e3 ychoro. A mepeq CTOJIOM CTOsJIa BUCOKA CTilika, 0inst Hel gBOe MOCKaJiB Ta ¥ Mipsanu
BOHM Ha Tid CTiini ronux HoBoOpaHIiB. [lami CcTOSB cTaplluHa, YPSIOHUK, CTapoCTa Ta Iie
JIIOIH.

MakcuM NPOTUCHYBCS [0 CTApPLIAHM.

— Ochb i 51, pAObKy! — cKasaB BiH momenku.— [lompociTs, OyAb jacka, 1mo0 IIBUAIIE
3amucany, o TaM Tpeda, Ta IMyCTUIA MeHe.

— Hy, Hy,— KMBHYB CTapliiHa Ta ¥ IOCyHYBCS HABIIMUHBKU 10 CTOJIA.

— Yoro 100i, cTapimrHa? — CIUTaB OJWH 3 HauaJbCTRBa.

— [Ipu3uBHUN OOUH MIPOCUTH, 11100 MIBUIIE BifTyCTUIIX HOTO...

— Yoro Tak?

— Martu noMmeprna, xoBaTh Tpeba!

— 4K 3ByTBH?

— MakcuMm CKpUIIYEHKO.



Makcum O6nuxde nomaBcsl OO CTojla. HayanbCTBO IIENECTINIO MallepaMy, MIyKalodu
YOroCh.

— Makcum Ckpunuenko, neppa nbrora! Yoro x sBngBca? Tobi moxHa 6yno He
aBnATUCH! Imu 3 Gorom!

— 4 He 3HaB,— 00i3BaBcsg MakcuMm.— CrapilliHa Ka3aJu.

— MozxkHa 0yJ0 He SIBASITUCh,— CKa3aB OJMH i3 HauaabCTBa, YATAIOYHU 1IOCH Y Tarepi.

MaxkcuMm 3aBepHYBCS UTH.

— [ocriit! ¥ Tebe 6aTbka HeMa?

— Hema! — ckazaB Maxkcum.

— A MaTy, Kaxell, noMepia?

— Ere, Buopa!

— Ere-re, O6parte! ITorane ginmo! ITponasna.TBOS Ibrora!l

— K npomnana? — TPEMTAYUM I'OJIOCOM CciuTaB MakCuM.

— Tak! Tu OyB oguH CUH y MaTepi i MaB yepes Te MepBy JIbTOTY, 11100, 3HAYUTh, TOMYBaB i
mifmepxkKyBaB MaTip. A Telep BOHa IIoMepJia — noMepra i TBos jabrora! Tu oguHO4YKa. Takuu
3aKOoH!

MakCcuMOBI ceplie CTUCHYJIOCH ¥ TPYASX; LOCh HMiACTYIUJIIO 4O Iopjla, 3aTPEMTLIA HOTH.

— T'ocniopma HavanscTBO! Baie 6maropomie! Y MeHe XiHka, iuTHHaA... Xiba XK iX He Tpeba
romyBarth, migmepxkysats? [lomunyuTe!..

['omoc 110ro TpeMTiB, 3allMHABCS Ha KOXKHIM CJIOBI, i 3maBanocss MakKCUMOBI, ITI0 IIe He BiH
TOBOPUTH, @ XTOCh iHIIINM.

— 3aKOH He NpU3Ha€ XKiHKU Ta OUTHHU Oy nerotu! Jlume 6aTbka Ta MaTip! A Ty Temnep
cupota, oguHouka! Hivoro He Bmietn, romybe. 2Kanko tebe, Ta He MoXHa! 3akoH!..

— IITo & MeHi pobuTs y CBiTi?! — CKpUKHYB MaKCHUM, 3aJIOMUBIIN PYKHU.

— Hiyvoro ve 3pobum! Po3psraiics, craBaii Ha Mipy! Konu roges — mipen ciyxutu!

MakCcuMOBI CBIT 3aTyMaHUBCH, 1 BiH HIi40r0 He TAMUB, He aM'sATaB. MOB y TyMaHi, y CHi
SKOMYCh MaHSA4YMUI0 UOMY, K MOTr0 MIpSANH, 9K 3alucany rOOHUM. BiH ONMHUBCS 3HOB Ha
BOJIOCHOMY [BOPI i Bifl X004y OCIHHBOTO PaHKy II0YaB TPOXM OIlaM'SITOBYBAaTHUCh. AKHUUCH
JXKUMOK YOapuB UOT0 JIETEHBKO I10 I1JIevy.

— Akuy ke T mypHUH-u! Ha sikoro yoprta Oyjo ToOi sBnsATHCH? Xiba MPUCYTCTBi€e
3HaJIo, 110 TBOSI MaTX BMepna? Tak Ou HiXTO U He 3HaB, Ta 1 Oyna 0 ToOi moBik nbroTa! A BiH,
nypHul, cam cobi 0imy Hanutas! O-01-0i!..

BepHyBimmce gogoMy, MakcuM po3Ka3as XKiHIII Ipo HecnofiBaHe rope. bimHa MoTps ax
Ounacs roioBoo 00 CTiHY i3 KaJIi0, 3aBOASYY YT0JIOC Ta 3aJIMBAIOUUCh CITi3bMHU.

Martu nexarna Ha 1aBi. il CIIOKiliHe, HyXKAeHHe 00JIMYYs 30aBajioCh HAUIIACIUBIIINM Y
Cci¥ xaTi: BOHa MaJjla Ternep HeOeCHY Bibrory i 6yna 6aligyxa [0 TOOCHKOTO TOpPs, 10 3eMHUX
3aKOHIB Ta JIbroT. MakCUM IIPUIaB JIULEM [0 XOJIOOHUX MaTePUHUX PYK.

— Mamo! Mamo!..— 3 oguaeM NMPOCTOrHaB BiH.— He 3a3Hana Tu caMa I[acTs i HAM UOTr0
He gana! YoMy Ty He Ipoxwuiia e X04 30 [Ba [OHI Aj1d Hac, AJid BiIbIrOTU?



